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‘Congratulations. You called yourfirst play asamajor | lay Topof the Order and youcan draft an MLB tera 


Teague manager. And you did it while playing Top of the "from an 80-card starter deck of authentic game photos 
~TS HERE. ‘poms arn en 


‘with booster packs, upta 
360 cardsin all. Youcan 
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store. Getit today 
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Pete Vener “Omen of Fre” poning from the upcoming 
Magic rleose, Aone. For more on Pet, see this 
months Indues Profle on page 78. 
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DEER. 


Rejuvenation 


Ada wee allestou attention spans In toda'age of pire eos, 
cited sound bytes and sensory oveoad global networks, we're hick that 
‘our patience lasts through the opening paragraph of A Tale of Two Cities or the 
action nto to Wing Canmander (Hey, you sil eae?) 

The same goes for card games. earn ane CCC and move on tothe 
ext th the iklenes ofa summers breeze. Nowadays Were alas lok: 
tng for new things, new challenges, rew forms of entetanment Only the 
best ofthe bet hold our attention 

| mean, haw much time ae we wiling to devote to ol asses tke 
Yohizee and Menoply anymore? Not much, fm bettog T-rex woul spend 
"ote time paying wth ral cabboge. 

“The facts Weal gt ted of the same old same old 

“Ths wey, ht the eens one want to py cards yore Sew 
rato my tne, who ad once pled Magica nights more tuto than 
caring forany exam they hadin tee ves, werenoveseling of ther cards, 
and canceling our week chaos games The st of our ween card games 
ere fast approaching the endangered species Ist People were geting bored 
wt the gut of run ofthe ml CCCs Magi rps, poody designed games — 
yer know, carloard thet you'd realy real ke to trade bac forthe paper 
Jouspent on it 

‘Along comes Middle earth The Wizrds, We're all Tolen fans, so We pk 
itup - and guess what? We alin ove; we'rerchng to ply  moraing, noon 
an right, who nee ep? Cool new cords, am innovate and wel 
balanced game sytem, sioryteling from Rvendel to Minas Morg—some- 
thing rw, someting diferent, emething fresh 

Wecan'tget enough, We're backto buldng decks witha pasion. cou 
ple characters, afew Naz 3 buch of undena, 2 smidgen of words nd 
shel, 2 pine of combat cares—shufle ‘em up, ply and fine-tune aways 

ovr can you not have this fever? There ate al kinds of ew cards to get 
Int. jst when my ng deck was onthe fn, cranking out dds undesery- 
ing of 3 Cracker ack box, along comes Regie and my decks knocking of 
‘opponents aster tan the Grvli/tegolas comb in Hels Deep 

‘Ad yu ov wha? It just Meet, vents exctng agin 

Cause that's the aniwer We al ned to be reeshed once in a whe, 
ether it be with a change of pac ike 3 cool new gare, ora kilerexpan- 
Son sett spice up our old vores Middlesurts Gare for me, Ym sure 
cere are games and ses out there that do fr you 

So the next time yu'e feng 3 tle bored withthe us, ry some- 
thing new 

‘sor me, wnte’spased mo 
spring and we're back to our 
‘weekly chaos games. 





ONE O YOU 
SUMBITHCES STOLE 
[AY CABBAGE? 





n Dy 
mr 
EDITORIAL 
Ce Pala 
thd es 
‘or Manag to ome 
vs vny Bar Sat Gray 
sor Nate ier 
» ado No, te ai 
seve Ear Pie Dai Oa 
Baby Sara 
ce Sg Stat 
Don Akash 
cece te or Bl lin, ef Bs, 
eb al 
ering We Mab el nA Rd, 
‘uk aol Beth os fll, Paes, 
ax se, So hi, Sr, Men rey 














ct Pe Gis 








ART 


reece Faia Jae Raves 
re Bk, ene So 








WIZARD PRESS 
resent Gore. Shama 





rsston Manager: ate Tagay 
so Anais. omer Wain 
ree, Maia Capel (914) 268 3994 





ADVERTISING SALES 







ve Maca Hore ames 
ve faba Aond 
enone Mada 


ph: (914) 268-2907 fox: (914) 268-5386 


oe ids ca do lem 4 8 289) 
a 

‘ste re IO 0 05» rod 
goss abap=e nt 0 e a ee 
eh 186 yr se 95 2 se 
lowpass wy sete pale 
‘ht hy dnt eer 
‘eran eins peed i, ho tn needy 
Fences Mt oom ate net = 
‘an teenie to pe 
rd cen ett Sa ts Aller ener 
nda plo ae wd 
Psat Ea rs tae 80 hi yet Soe Ee 
5 Wr Cap MF Seat pe tom 
(ela fs Pama sata ew 
‘ad PO an gh TRE a 


























Adventure in the Age of King Arthur 





The Crities Speak 


Because of the topic, the excellence of the 
ant and the quality of play, Quest for the 
Grail may be the first new game to chal- 
lenge the dominance of Magic the 
Gathering. This game is enjoyable and 
attractive, embodying the mood of 
Arthurian Legend. 
Renaissance Magazine #1 


The artwork is superb...the game brims 
with atmosphere. It has a simple yet 
satisfying system and lends itself well to 
storytelling and roleplaying the charac- 
ters. 

Arcane #1 


Quest for the Grail plays smoothly, is 
‘fun, and is full of authentic detail 
From: the Lady of the Lake to the Siege 
Perilous, this game has all you need to 
quest in King Arthur's world. 
InQuest #10 





The Players Speak 


Ifyou pick your CCGs based on what's 
m to blay, you aren't going to find one 
better than Quest for the Grail. 

‘Tom Pogh,, America Online 





The card art looks good, and the rules 
are fresh, Quest for the Grail will be a 
winner, 

Ben Strother, Internet 


I played Quest for the Grail at Gencon, 
aind it was the best release there. 
Bill MeGuiness, America Online 


























The March of Arthur 


‘Tamp, tramp, tramp, tramp to battle int 
‘amp som, tramp site, tramp ith and kin! 
‘Tramp one, tramp al, bold hearts within, 


The chieftain’ son his site addrest, 
‘As morn awoke the world from rest: 
“Lo! ioemen are upon yon crest 


"Grim knights and warriors Tlbehold, 
On horses nding bold, 
Wi snorting wide for cola? 





“tank closing upon rank I see, 
Stcby six, and three by three, 
Spear pots by thousands glmting fre, 


‘Rank on an to war they go 
Behind a lag winch to and 
‘Sways, as the winds af death do blow! 


‘Wine sting cass" length from van to rea, 
Limmow ‘ig Arthur's hosts eppear, 
‘There Arthur strides — the foresiost peer” 


(iit Artur eto at 
ip spear! out arrow! Bend the 
Forty alier Arta, o the foe 


‘The chiftain’s words were hardly spoke, 

‘When forth the ery of battlo broke. 

From end to end the hls awake: 

“ake head for hand, and heart for eye, 

Death-wound for scratch, and soream for 
atron for maid, and mai for boy! 


‘Stone-horse for mare, for beifers steers, 
‘War-chuef for warrior, youth for years, 
‘And fie fr sweat, ad blood for tears 





pea ea ea aa 
r by might, fl near 

The sadn el wh wats of wa 
‘Ewe should fall, then itis best. 

Bathed in our blood we sball be blest 

With joyous bearts to take our rost. 


‘ditional Breton Folksong 


a 0 NE AM gah ® 


POB 17936, Austin, TX 78760 
bup/Awvezees| com grabal/quest 
312/472-7505 
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(Congratulations. Yeu ust called your first play as an Play tand you can draft an NFL. team from an 80-card 
NFL" wa coach, And youd it while playing Red Zone, Is HERE. starter deck of authentic game photos. Youcan bud! a 
‘herd bot now interactive card game from Donrus, * roam team with booster packs and 


challenge your fiends, 






nla = 
_neodd divine interven: 1m just thinking about it, 
‘tion. Because you call y ‘Red Zone. Get off your 
si Bm feemoaien 


sti today 








Letters to the Editors 


FAN SATISFACTION GURANTEED! 


The big topic this month takes the shape of Star Wars: The Customizoble 
Card Game. No, not whether or not fans like it. It seems to be a 
amongst the masses. What wasn't a hit were the, um, technical difficul- 
ties we experienced when we covere 
snags in our price guide when it came to this popular C.C.G. 

Another barn-burner was "Brian's Mean-Spirited Mogic Tips,” a pull-out 
poster in issue #10 that featured a photo of the mysterious “Brian,” tearing up 
Magic cards and spouting insulting “tips” to C.C.G. enthusiasts. 

Enough stalling, let the abuse begin. 








Jedi Mind Tricks j 

What the heliswrong ith you guys? 
The prices for the Star Wars C.C.G. 1s 
total bull Are you guy nuts? Han Solo 
‘only 10? $1027 The most expensive card 
isso? 

‘recent went to four CCG. stores and 
igi comic shops and they al say tat Han 
Solo atleast $80. 

Fx your damn pees! 

Frank te 

Sunnyvale, CA 
Gully, your honor 

We made sme mistakes in our caverge 
of he Stor Wors C6, and ve since token 
stops ta undo the dmoge, mst natbly he 
Siar Worst sheet at wos mailed oars 
and posted in the nwost forum online 
{Undue oa co) which fouredocom- 
pts checks wih crate ring Won wo 
stop init we ny and moke good. 









Brian Bashing 

What's up with that Brian guy con- 
lemming Magie players in Inuest #10 
(CBiian’s Mean-Spited Tips")? | suppose 
that a man sented to his ov opinion, 
but dhe nave to print Win an inten 
tuna old magazine? 

As a Magic player, | couldn't help 
but cringe when {read the whole art 
dle And the picture an ei looking guy 
tearing up some of the most revered 
cards in the C.C.G, biz. twas truly and 
purely blasphemous 








Hl ever se this Bran fellow, anywhere, 
‘even in the presence of the Pope himself, 
someone wil have i hold me back 
‘Nathan Hunter 
Hendersorwite, IN 


In your article "Bnan’s Mean-Spinted 
‘Magic Tips” did he realy tear up all those 
Moxes and Lotuses, or were those [ust 
cope? Fhedd, Iwarna find out his adress 


s0 can pick up hs garbage. 


Ryan MacGavin 
Laramie, WY 


han we ran tht article, we knew that 
cernery Brian fella would gt some of ou fans 
tiled up. And boy, dd he. We were Hluaded with 
soil from fons cling far the il guy's heod 


But dos a mountain of bloothrsy mail score. 


the elf radimed King af the Gome Geek Sop 


‘pers? In hs om wards “Tho day some mana. * 


opp’ sis can give mea ard tne isthe doy 
put ono dross and start laying Wagi. Ifyou 


ax had he hay, go read Sere. "See H's 


not so bod, 


Magic Creativity 101 
Late, i seems Bke people want more 





powerful cards instead of leaming to use | 


cards that they consider “weak to average 
‘more creatwely Players seem to be intent 


‘an crushing ther opponents, ether by caus 


ng ungodly amounts of damage or by lock 
ng up the game with some rare or OOP 
“game breaker,” 

Yeah; i's cool to win, but if you can't 




















do itwithout some amazingly overpowered 
‘card, you need to go back to Magic Cre 
atvity 101, 1 don't care if you're playing 
‘with fends or in @ major toumey, most 


 taumey champs have creative decks, and 


that’s why they win—nobody sees t com= 
ng. People dont respect ski, ether in deck 
building or playingl 

Look at how people have been dumping 
‘0n Homelands, and on Fallen Empires belore 
that Mainly, they complain, “There aren't 
‘eugh power cards We want game bears!" 

1 don't knew about you, bu | thik ts 
‘ore fun tobe killed by a Druige Skelton, 
{or even an Atog) than to lose toa 73-port 
frebal, ora 17/17 trampler, 

Robert Barr 

Harrisanwitle, MO 


Here rel Tent guy Tine Wal, Rr 
Tin Wal, Reco Tine Wo Regret Tinewok 
ets oper. 


Onulet Oversight 

{was looking through my artifacts and 
I came to the Onulet card (Revised), 1 
looked atthe illustration onthe Bottom of 
the cards and It had “Illus © Kerstin 
amar” but on the card picture It had 
*anson 93" 

What's the dea? 

Michael Rivera 

Universat City, 


Ans Macs i ino, the Ont Sikt 





typo on Wot pat 



































Mount 
of Money H 

Designing trading cards 

to play this the uttmate 

idea of making money You 

put some srt of sense init when yo make 

them playable bl it seems that ome peo- 
pple forget this special points Magic fs for 

‘making money. Mountains of money 

fuchard Gall NOT some srt of game 

god who vented 2 realy un game to play 

, for this only purpose. The idea bend the 

arte would stl werk if you could choose 

1 the cards you buy, i there were no rare 
cards, and if decks would be lente to a, 
fixed numberof cards The payers would + 
have to focus on deck compastion and 

strategy rather than on geting the famous 

Black Lots o Shivans. 

Some say that nt knowing what you 
get nae a booster pack brings the ele | 
ment of “surprise” and “luck” into the | 
‘game. Yes, tht’ nght. Bu also makes 
Wot very rch. To make it clear | have 
nothing against “geting ch or people 
ith good! ideas to make money, But is 
a fault to glorify Mr. Garfield and Wet 
a5 people wino only wanted to make a 
good game. 

Thomas Rode 

Cyberspoce 





No on’ saying tha! Gael ar Wa aren't 
taking aloo of dough on Magic, Thy ae. 
Garld created sometiog ne, exciting and 
marketable, War tok o chance by being the 
‘company a dst on voknowa game ond 
fans across the glabe can now enjay a really 
great CCG. Forth enjoyment we get ov af 
ogi, wl gly poy two bucks nd change 

; far bose pack 

‘As fav she aries isp of pack 
age Wile we understand some far’ ustion 
‘in nat gating o Shivan in every pack, having 
ror cards makes pening obese prety dana 
xing and makes prada mor desl for 
«retailer fo eam, meaning i's esr for 
‘you, the consumer, ta get it). By having expen- 
Sie cardi he pods sre owners ca sl he 
radu in a wy by he pack (ey, you can 
set Shivan far $2.50") by opening up 0 
Sox and elo singles eed four Tia? 
Yeak? 15." tn ady'stoghecncny, Magic 
teed kep a of aightarhoad gong stares 
in business, 
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rovhe ct 
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Enervate—To weaken and take 
away strenath 
Infuse—To fl up, power up, nspe. 

Concordant Crosstoads—Harmarious 
congregation 

‘nd finaly the most suring thing. 

Tiaga means swamp forest although i 
produces ed and green Mana 

{alo founds few age deftions oo. 

‘Ao ita ste ede of wel pack we 
221 Omega the lowest ofa pack Te Umbra 
\sthe shadow ofthe Earth na solar eclipse, 

Neat, huh? 


‘ios Lubinskt 
Roc, CA 
5 Ae 
Womon Troubles 
Have you ever gone toa tournament | Deoth Metol Inspirotion 





where you find yourself playing a woman 
witha discard deck and tokeep yours rom 
suffenng damage you, nat thinleng, call ut, 
“¥m going to Twddie your Rack"? Wel, i 
you have, you know what you're going to 
receive. No, not a Hymn to Tourach You get 
swt smack othe head Ta keep this from 
happening ve madea "Top 10 Things That 
Shouldn't Be Tweed” Ist. . 

10) Spiting Stag 

9) Crystal Rod 

8) Two-Headed Gant 

7) Sealed Wurm 

6) Wall of Bone 

5) Baton of Morale 

4) Stone Giant 

3) Vibaating Sphere 

2)Gant Sug 

1) Bone Flute 

Bilt “Korma” Whetdon 

Weare, NH 


“hye, Td your Siting Sg" Yeoh: 
ft might make yoo unpopular heer roam, 


Vocobulory Lesson 
‘As was asugned a vocabulary sheet for 
English | noticed a werd | had seen many 
times before—Ornithopter Intrigued, | 
<ecded to look up other Mage cards and 
got the fllovang Is. 
‘Ornithopter—An experimental acraft 
designed to be powered by flapping wang 
Simulacrum—An imagels copy 
UczalsBauble—A fancy, worthless ting 
(the name fis the cara, doesn't 
Fumarole—A voanic enna mxrvan 


‘Were you aware thatthe Name hsan, 
although spelled sight ferent (san), 
is the name of the frontman for a Nor 
‘wiegen death metal bind named Emperor? 
He's known ta be volved inthe burning 
‘of medieval churches and hopes to remove 
‘Chstanity from Norway and revert ois 
Vikeng paganistie ways. 

Joremiioh Provorse 

Jomestown, NO 


Jos kot 
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Stupid Questions 

For along te gave te word credt 
and believed that there wat 2 iit to the 
amount of stupid qestons someone cod 
akin one cay. Atereadngyourleter cl 
Um Fm carne that there 

David Gilmore 

Mehion, TX 


Hey, thanks We tik. 
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SAY.HE LOOKS 
REPUBLICAN. 





Nuke ‘em All 

There's only one problem with your 
‘magazine—all the whiney 
ng int Al of this "Dt make fun of Newt 
Gingrich” and "How dare you use Jesus! 


‘name in vain" crapl Ihave anly one thing § 
to say to you Ireakies: For God sakes, i's | 


only a magazine! And how about all you 


readers out there complaining about "Too | 
much Magicand not enough other stuf!” | 
Get alfel Magis the founding father of | 


C.C.G.s(and stil the best game out there 
might ade), so pay your respects and 
shutup. 

Stephen Boweutt 

Englewood, CO 


Wile sme pape cd ned plone gs cut 
afte ola ees regarding crtin “obo” 
‘opis espe the don Repub), fe 
speech os you enjoy m yourlter, what every- 
‘hing sl obot 





Banning of 
Mind Twist 

‘ust picked up inQuest #11 yesterday. 
As sited thumbing through, lsaw a pce 
{ure Mind Ts ith “BANNED next to 
it [ead the article and wasstaring mid 


“That practically ued my whole deck nght. 


there | cant beeve that one ard made 
sume unfit games. 

Jeremy Lawson 

Spooner, Wi 


Thi oboait: you dopo swag tp, Drk Rit 
tl up of tines ond bo, yur ponent hos 
er cat tte begining of is et ua. Hot 
fan fo boot he receing endo ond one wo 


Piers 
etal 


Si 
tb 
kay Sak 


(he QP 
Som tee oe 









le punks writ: £ 


\won'f is in oomey ploy. 
Aged substi s Mind Warp wich it- 
) ie moe cat bt si prety dr fective ond 
1 olnast samy). 


| Middle-earth Mix-u) 

While | quite enjoyed your lode at iron 
Crown'sriew CG Midell-carh. The Wte- 
‘rds | was less than pleased with the ray 
Istng, I read your magazine every month 
and have come to rust your card lists Boy 
‘did | get flamed. Seams several ofthe cards 

you marked as rares actually come from § 
# Tked sets and as such are more common § 
than commons, 

You may want to look into the stua- 
tion of the rarity list and post an 
Update/correction fist 

Gregory J. Fink 

Edmonton, Alberta, Canada 


Yea we it on icy patho thelr igh 
ye found he probe, faeditendronoc- 
‘ned tn ost mont’ sve \ 


r than the Bible 
Ia, yoaguse sveenaahne 
space and ink for your price gd, could 
you passbiy: : 
1 Have mana symbol mead of eet 
[2 Say what kind of creatures being. "1 
surimaned std of areas? 
3: Ut EVERY angle card on your no 
Nog ce guts? 
Tn Turner 
Mision Viejo, CA 


1. ope 
| Luh 
3. You're sone. 


Way Back When 

{wanted 19 comment on the article 
"Does God Cry when you pay Dungeons 
and Dragons” It was 3 very thought pro 
voking ace that sue sent many fd 
vith “Oho relgious parents srearang to 
them with cams and facts deending the 
oot, defenseless card and board games, 
ay 99, guys t By the way, seem to 
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| tank thatas long asyou know when to draw 
the line, any game can be as harmless as 
| Uno if you choose for It to be, the same 
| holds true if you compare D&D to Chutes 
| and Ladders. Sadism comes from within 3 


person, not from outside, andthe person 
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Magic: The 
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Hou 
ros worse 
Mlurainatl New World Order 


chimed tat 


Lawyers: nStokesp 
the buch loner othe rebel ack 


kyu 
Iron? The wn un ho ro te rt the game 
‘eva fe your me nyu tag ey 
ted ads 


‘The Name of the Game 
(Zo Induest 
151 Wells Ave. 
Congers, NY 10920 
dues 
































The Name 


ofthe Game 


Tre stories behind the names 
of game cards 
thering 

Tilt of Eyre Ants aps ght 
hs “ach ute wl wos 
ly” san anon py" fo gl 
Atog: Angra of go Aogs ore ba gat 
the Nagicword of 
a, rueding on 
ny vis 

Cine 


BAAAAAH! 
BAAAAAH! 


Pyrex Thi 


lish oerkfe wher 
a 
hen they diz 
rei, led by 


monstrous dein 


ruth iso doe 
nd 

Soke Wor, the moge Jol and aes 

ead Phyroxiin hopes af ouing pow magi 


thot youl ue Uren ond ira, Ts plo Fale, 


4 Phyrecon ers eo Dornan mages 

fe colors of rono, 

Su-Chi; Ws04/ eae thot costs our mana 

smn, ed es fo he graveyard you ge 
cS dh” 8 


13 1/2-tinote Gop In 1974, kt the 
gue piel sonal, Hse Ribard Nixon 


‘lad ae of rl fee uti th base 


bponaed by a Sonote cme. Nzo's odes 
ser hal acetal ese 
long scone top. 
The Fist Thing We Da, Lets Ki Ashe 
stony 


shiv oc’ fit atin nc hoo 


kang: ik my athe ee th fist suggest 


hue aril os ot, 
bles Vi 
kt ard aretha he (wht) end 
“ie war Wace te ft a 


vail, 





playing the game makes hsorher own cam 
to God or Satan (or neither), not an Unholy 
‘Strength with 3 picture of a pentagram on it 
‘Magic builds character and knowledge (lke 
anew what an Oubkotte was before Magic 
came along) 

Your mag'sarticles really fit ame some: 








The eile cy uot gets 5 ks of vhalere wt mes Keep it up! ‘ 
sa Fes hk ah) Jason Gary whales 
RAND pare Winnsk! Wiad Oar \\Son 
ECHINOMARE Ay. render. We do’ get many af ose. aS 
* Tans Js inQuest Mascot 
: You ys reed a mascot Wiar gets to 
Laces Suck | have one Why shoul you? 
Ido ae what you sy, thelaces suck! Very concer, 
got one in pack and I went mad! Tale | Nathan Hermece 
1 about useless ears, They're not worth the | Cyberspace 
pape thee printed on! 
‘Adam Rich Abigy, he dos ropa fran offical ust 
fost His, NY tase, bt fis ao pois: 


11 Youve owas Tht aces geting a the 
ot tue, aot tre, act rue! The entice game of hard reach spt and cevices ond su 
Hogic based on ie diferent cola, andor 2. Yauco Be le than fur feet. 
Ine tht prays he clr of enther | 3. Yaugoto reo hm. 
card pretty dam paertal Hartera Paladin | 4. You mus ave at ast ne rogue ir roving 
and Deathlce,Ihsaa’s Shade wih Porelace, ou yur bly btn, 
ydrblt with Chase... by gum, the st of | 5, You mse alo dik ose of Shi ond 
J what you condo wih thas hoppy litle esis eo ago Fein whut fort 
Jeng than yor ete. | Thefts a the dar 
otc your step or wel Featnyourbutce 
ou, ooh gu. | Tht weredne es te rs cami begod 


Quit Whining i 
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received from 2 "Superboy Stino” pnnted iE 
{i inquest#10.Theardehe compared box | Mamaaemanalgeion isle meter 

in InQuest #8, *Dacstoppes” (how 0 Carin: cael Vetatvuiee cane 
ff ens tvertheerdes), 3 totaly good | agenda ne ate 

article | bet countless Magic players in the | i Magi that DAD crater, Hanumer gy, 
couniry wha don't have the Moxesor other | sanhody astofonotal/mor ada! ta 
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Here’s your chance to 
learn from the pros. the 


video “Showdown in New York”"™ takes you behind 





the scenes on the first stop of the $1 
Magic: The Gathering® Pro Tour™. 


100,000 


Catch the strategies that make these players 
the best in the world. Find out how they prepare 
for high stakes matches. Learn what it takes to be 
a Magic: The Gathering pro. .. it could be worth 
millions. 





“Showdown in New York” features ninety minutes 
of in-depth analysis and exciting action from the 
inaugural event, including detaifed discussion of the 
winning deck strategies by Henry Stern, 
U.S. National Championship finalist and 
World Championship semi-finalist. 





“Showdown in New York” 90 minutes (VHS): 
$14.95 plus $3.00 postage and handling. 
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P.O. Box 707, Renton, WA 98057-9916. 
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Not Just the Cards 


It's How 
You Play 
Them 


"My friends and I have 
achieved a naw level of play 
from watching this tourna~ 
ment.” Janie Wakefield 
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ichael Loconto, 26-year-old social worker 
from Grafton, Mass, bested Berand Leste, 
France's 1995 national champion, in an 


bridged match to claim the tite atthe debut ofthe Magic The 
Gatering Professonal Tour 
Inthe 18andander chson, Graham Tato, a V7-yeaold 
gh schoo student rom Santa Barbara, Calf beat runner-up Aaron 
Kine of East Windsor, NJ 
Fust place was worth 
512,000; second place, 
55,000, Jower ranks 
2,500, $1,000 and $500. 
Seniors received cash 
Juniors, scholerships 
In the semors final, 3 
best-three-of-five mateh, 
Loconto and Lestree both 
played slowly and consena- 
‘ively After spitng the fist 
two games mn nearly three 
hous, the exhausted players 
asked the judges if they 
could play just one more 


‘due forthe championship title and share the stand second: # 
place prizes. The equaly tired judges agreed The last duel was 
faster and very close; Laconto seemed doomed, but drew a 


Swords to Plowshares ata critical moment and went on to win 

"1 was really happy that | got a chance to play Bertrand # 
agar,” Loconto sid," wos 
theoniy one who had bezten 
‘en the quafiers, and was 
‘orc f nothing else to have 
gotten a chance to go up 
aganst mn the nal gare 

More than 350 players 
from 18 countries competed 
for $60,000 cash prizes anct 
sehoashipsat the February 16- 

18 tournament in New York 
Gy. The toumamentfolowedt 
Duels’ Convocaton Type i 
toumament rules, except that, 
each deck had to melude at 
leas five cards apiece fom the 
‘ole Epes, Cron, oe Age and Homelands expansion card sets 

‘Wizards of tre Coast dd a super job,” Loconto sad, "My 
lexpectalions were more than met." 

‘White was the color of the day, wth most decks contarnng at £ 
least one Land Tax, Dsenchant or Swords to Plowshares, nck 
ingthreeof te top four decks n both disor AL-back Necrop- 
tence decks won the juniors and te for third wn the seniors 
ddvson, Three ofthe top eg senors decks, inducing champion | 





cont’ sbuef white Milstone deck, were designed to "deck" the 
‘opponent, or run ther out of cards 
‘One highlight, the champion sad, occurred at the hote! 
where he and some frends stayed. “There were alot of people 
playing, and playing for ante, and just having a really good 
time, I was realy fun meeting al the player that'd ony ead 
about before, and meeting all the international players.” 
“The next pre tournament wal 
bbe held May 3-5 n Long Beac 
Calf, aboarcl Queen Mary, with a 
total pot af $100,000 spt between 
‘the two dhsions. Competitors wi 
‘daft thr deck atthe event rather 
than bulding them beforehand, 
‘The remaining pro tour events 
will be held in Columbus, Ohio, 
at the Ongins conventon fuly 4 
7, mWotC's hometown of Seat, 
Wash,, August 17-18; in Atlanta, 
Ga, in October, and in Dailas in 
November. The total prizes at 


each event range from 
'¥125,000 to $200,000. 

The top ranked members of 

the Duelsts Convocation and 

top finishers 3¢ the inaugutal 

pro toumament are guaranteed 

spotsin the Long Beach event Other 

spots are filed by qualifying tourna- 

‘ments. Fr Information, sit WotC’s 

World Wide Web site 

(http:/imww.swzards.com) or call 

(206) 204 7702 and as for the 

Duelsts’ Convocation 
‘Beth Maursund 
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1996 Toy Fair Report 


‘The Amencan Intemational Toy Faris one ofthe few affars | *Next Generation” TV show. A suitable endeap for the Stor 
where dinosaurs, dragons and cyberspace Netrunners are much {Trek game, it should include cards like Guinan, 
‘more routine than bizzards buyout attempts and settementswith ;  Deopher also displayed games like the popular How to Host 


the Federal Trade Comision, ast Februny’s annual ade event | o Murder sere tor mass market buyers. 
‘New Yor Cy far the $19 bilon toyed, however, com- ni é 
bined ll that and then sore. TSR: A Dragon Dice Explosion 












. JALTSR, One key produc troduction was a "spin 
Steve Jackson Games: Dino Hunt 5 bet Daplayt for small reall store Vice Preacent ct 
Steve Jackson Games announced Dina Hut, a FIR Creative Services rm Ward touted itadaction fo 
card game due Augustin inch payers compete Advanced Dungeons & Dragons box ses conti 
to bring dinosaurs to the present. “Creating o ing miniatures, books and CD-ROMs. 
this game was grea fun, Sad SIG President. Bae ou oF 3150 products expected 196, 
Steve jackson. GF Mig 158s chenty ro excted about Drogen 
“1 got to study hundreds of diferent Dee. "ts never been as successful or 
Afnasers and work with some great Bes" Ward sid of Toy Far, largely 
sclentsts and artists to create the cic the patie tft 
Ptires" The nonprofit é Unprecedented mass market 
Socety s reviewing the scr eid etal action. 
ett information on the Obviously the world 


dinosaur cards for accuracy, was ready for 2 collechble 
dice game," Ward said, e3 


ig tat Urn starter ets 
Decipher: Shadows BBE ake pcks woutd be sold ths 


5 year, tr the success were used 0," 
of the Empire he chuckled. "We don't want to say tl 
Dino Hurt as one of the few aew CCG prod crush people like bugs (Fora look atthe 


ucts announced at Toy Far, "The toy industry is game's caltion problems, see “Amazon Drgon 
dhiven by toy tors and Wal Mars and Kmarts and Die: Urban Legend” below) 
Toys Uses of our world Hyou dor’ selto them, hiss “*AMRS” Ina back room, Decor of Ucensing Ted Schmitt 
not the best show," observed Decipher Marketing; met with manufactures eager to do products with TSR 
Director Malt Manan. tiecng, One pnority he said, would be to develop Buck 
His company displayed Stor Wars and StarTrek The Next { Rogers properties. 
Generavon and discussed previously announced expansions | Asfor the movie, TV show and ride announced at 1995's 
Ike Str Wor A New Hope ue June ory) and, fr Stor Tek, | Toy Fale ("Dungeons & Dragons: The Movie,” "Product 
Conti (micuremer) and Holdeck Adventures Qate'96). | News," InQuest #1), Schmitt sid, those were among the 
Mata also revealed inbigung detls about shadows ofthe | projects Universal's new ower, Seagran’s, has decided 
Ep, a Star Wars expansion ental scheduledfornextwin- {to evaluate. 
ter Theale Shows book, computer gues and iy deta 
‘ing Apni explore the time between the “Empire Strikes Back” and; a 
hatte A gtd | Wizards of the Coast: Nefrunner 
wire ong to este from models mages i Atlisstiking new booth a the ts 
thatlook tke theyre fm the moves,” Ma. am Center, Whar ofthe Coast described the 
ansaid of Decphe's Shadows se. "We'reprob- |) a eau ‘opberspace-based Netrunner CCG. (For an 
ably ging to get actors with outs and such NR BCL IAN Ee 7:02! 00% see page 52, 
and do video shots. waa M The company's 96 focuses will be 
He described Stor Wars sales as ] ) AN Netrunner, Magic expansions (Allances and 
“gfe, phenomenal” LUICT:  Beesceennetevres 
Mariani also addressed the absence of (EGE t = ieetedl MIN Pro Tour (sce page 13), and a Great Dalrmuts 
(Chewbacca and R2-D2 "You have to be able BY oiday ection. 
to adhust some rules that may not have ‘New Magk products ncudeready-to pay 
worked out perfectly wath the eriginal so box sets, Chinese and Korea releases, a CD 
‘We needed things to balance out nadver. og OM game (se page 18) and video games 
tel tong cards rom the orginal set We're ‘ PA) (rom Aca in October). The Soba, Va. 
wondering now if Darth ts too strong —we pe: The Etemol Stuggle stand-alone expan- 
don't know, wee examining Bul you cat $n, ks due next wires i 
Iving in an unknown character to weaken "We're bere to shove toy retailers what we 4 
Darth Vader.” have coming inthe future,” said WotC's Jan @ 
Decipher’s final Stor Tek expansion wil be Flynn, adding thatthe company wasn't pursue 5 
tied AlfGood Things, ke te last episode ofthe ing the mass market i 
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U.S. Games: New Wyvern Artists 


Steven Pollak of U.S. Games Systems hinted why. "It’s 
always a concern when a national chain commits to shelf 
space buts not able to provide demos. We don't want peo- 
pile to get in over their heads,” observed the sales manager, 
whose company makes the Wyvern CCG. 

"Other markels proved vsbitty for our prod- 








‘market But hobby stores stated 
by knowledgeable experts 
ware mala he sad 
“The recently 
released Chameleon 


Introduces a new terrain 


future expansion set will feature multiple artists, 
Pollak spoke at a crowded Toy Center office that several 
‘manufacturers had sublet. "We're here for 700 products," he 
‘said, notng that U.S. Games is the world’s largest publisher 
Of tarot cards and books. The company also prints noncol- 
lectible card games and traditional playing card decks 


Licensing: “Dragonheart” and 
“The Hunchback of Notre Dame” 


Although licensed products were hol, no one property 


stood out as Mighty Morphin’ Power Rangers or Barney the | 


Dinosaur had the past few yeas. 
Stil early inners seemed to be MCA Universal's “Drag- 
‘oninea,” an Arthurian fantasy move with Dennis Quaid anes 
2 dragon voiced by Sean Connery (due this summer), and 
“The Hunchback of Notre Dame,” an animated Disney 
moe. SkyBox wil eease a Hunchback amy 
card game with the movie in May. 
Other promising proper- 
ties included “Flipper,” the 
May movie reprising the pop 
lar TV dolphin adventure 
series, and “Independence 
Day," about an aten invasion of Earth 
Fox TV's "files," about supernatural phenomena, also 
remained popular 


Buzz: Mergers, Feds and Flakes 


‘Toy Fair began days after Mattel, makers of Bartue, aborted * 


2 purchase of Hasbro, creator of Gal Je, which would have 
merged the two largest toy companies. 

‘On the show's frst day, Remco agreed to full refunds 
for purchasers of Steet Tec toys. The Federal trade Con 
mission had complained about misleading specla effects in 
the TV ads. 

Friday, Feb. 16, Mother Nature put on its own show, Dri 
Ing snow darkened the Javits Center's huge olass facade. Nine 
inches helped seta city record for annual snowfall. 

Matthew E. Milken 








‘expansion features the | 
game'ssecond-ever artis, | 
Virginijus Poshkus, and | 





‘action that changes the § 
concept of terrain, Ai 
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{ New Magic Expansion Set: Mirage 
} No, you're not just seeing things There is anew Magic: The 
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Vampire TV Show Debuts 


They te sick, sexy, soplisbeated, San Frarcscan and undead. 

‘They/rethe tas of "Kindred: The Embraced" the Fox telewson 
netwerk’s ew hourfong drama based on Wie Wal's Vampire The 
Mosqurode roleplaying game. 

Theseres' executive producers Aon Spling Often ced 
for lu conient, several Speling shows have been hts, including 
| fGhate’'s angel” "Fantasy sand,” “The Love Boat” and Fox's 

“Melrose Place.” 

“Ym excited” std Mark ReineHagen, Vompare’s creator, who 
serves asthe create director of Whe Wolf and a reducer and 
‘ter forthe TV series “The conspratonal tone, politcal ntngue 

‘and horror of our word relly shove trough in 
Speling’s work.” 

€ Thomas Howel ("The Outside 
“ned Dawe") stats as Frank Kohanck, 
San Francisco detective who penetrates 
the vampire society Mark Frankel (Fortune 
Hunter," “Sirs plays uta, the city’s Ven- 
irve vampire prince. Stacy Haiduk (seaQuest D5V") 

aso appears. 

The shaw was se to debut Tues 
ay, Apel 2, tha wo-hour move 
fon Fox at 8 pm. Eght hourlong 
episodes arena Wednesdays at 9 
Pm staring Ap 3. The st, fol 
{Owing Speling's popular “Beverly Hils 90210," highly desrabe, 
i Matthew E Milken 
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work and signed limited edton cards For more information, st 
tipi target se 

Decipher isteadying tournament kts forts Str Wors Custom 
le Crd Came. These contain ofial guidelines for tournaments, 
Yafanttoumament structures updated card ruingsand tournament 
posters, fyers and buttons 

DDecher’ Matt Mara sad that Lucastin, which was renewng 
toumament details, was "very excreta Scr Wes tourarments 
“Were working wth Lucasanarateral championship. The/e go 
tobe gungalot of energy and prizes” 

For mote information, e-mail Jecimaster@Deciphercom or cal 
(08) 623-3600 

DonrsyNXT Games curently planning Re Zone tournaments 
the winner of which wi advance to a national champtonstip. 

Przesincude Tshirts, teksto sport events and spec cards 
The national champion goes tothe Super Bow in New Oreans. 
Tournament nformaton isa hit /www.nxtgamescom. 

Chameleon cect launching national tournament program 
foritygame, The Last Crasode ncudng the rom Nacmandy tothe 
ine Natonal Showdown at Origins. res fr the later incude 
realy $1,000 in cash an signed card shows 

Fora toumament schedule or information on hostng 2 touna- 
‘ment, call Chameleon Eclectic at (00) 435-9930 or visit 
hp /skynet bev Blacksburg vausfcee 

—Rlchard Anderson 





Urza Cards in Magic: Alliances 

New Uza cards bein llores he seq tthe stardalone ae 
‘Age expanson for Magic: The Gathenng 

Ward ofthe Coast continu guru Scott Hungerord said 
that eatstophe charges accompanying the end ofthe ce age, 


Including new weather patterns and power structures, were | 


behind the new set's title. “With all these terible things hap. 
pening, the diferent peoples of Dominana find that they must 
‘work together to suruve. These new alliances are the key to 
thelr success" 


Links tofce Age il be provided by cards tke Yavimaya Ancients, | 


2 follow-up to Yavimaya Gnats 


Matt Foxbeck # 


imazon Dragon Dice: Urban Legend? 


‘Dragon Dice, the cllecible dice game wth phenomenal sales (see 





11986 Toy Fr ep was plagued by an uusial phenomenon | 


The eariest Marsters and Amozors expansion packs didn't contain 
any Amazon diel 


‘TSR produced 300,000 packs of Kicker Pack T- Marsters ara: Ama~ 


a0 the fst Dragon Dice expansion The packs inckided 100,000 
rare Amazons, an average of one every three boxes, 

People were therefore confused When they opened $0 or more 
boxes and dide't find any Amazons Monsters, yes. Commons and 
Uuncommons yes But no Amazon raes. 


6 Wwlo ues 














Don Het, Dragan Dice’ creative drectr, sad, “The production 
‘on Kicker Pack T was 2 real headache,* she sad) “We were intro- 
‘ducing new races fo the od dice. t made a realy screwy mix.” 

‘The production of dice with vanous rarities was now for both 
"TSR and ts Hong Kong manufacturer, and te stange mance of new 
and old dice required forthe set complicated matters further. 

Itums out the factory put most of the Amazons in the last 
100,000 packs. 

Hadtall the kcker packs supped at once there wouldnthave een 
a problem. However, TSR received the packs in small increments 
that it mmedatey used to fil orders When complaints started to 
‘come in, mos of the die had been shipped. Early buyers found 
‘themselves Amazoniess, 

Many consumers aske to exchange proofs of purchase for Ama- 
zondce, “Iwould love to, we had the dice," He sa, All 300,000 
packs were shipped to customers, distributors and real stores. 

However, there's a bright se. The ist packs should have sev- 
eal monsters, which are rarer than Amazons. Collectors should have 
{ew problems tracing for what they want 

Hein sid that future kicker packs wouldnt have the same prob- 
Jem, the upcomming Arewalers and Undeod lickers contain enrely 
new dice. 


Rach Warren 





April Showers Guardians Goudies 
THEIEN TSE rex Ctkaar ors 
cat Hi Geoieatin ventin £REs saa! 
course) as the Daiter's Nexus Now your old Guordions creatures 
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ere otegeermire eater 
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book packed with a sorts of diferent killer decks and card combos. 
[tproes vanous Guardians artists and ists card wath complete stats 
and detallsfr each ofthe orignal Guardians cards 
‘Aso in Ap, FPG wil release Keith Parkinson's Colossal Cards, a 
rongame tang card set. 
(Guorttans artist Brom is interviewed on page 46.) 
Matt Forbeck 


Shadowrun: Super Tuesday 


ts 2057 and the United Canadian and Armercan States are brac- 
Ing for Super Tuesday. 

That's the premise of three new Shadowrun sourcebooks from 
ASA Corp Super Tuesdoy, duc Ap Shodows ofthe Underwod, 
schedule for June; and A Dragon's Portfolio, sated for August. 

"This special eecbon,* Shadowrun developer Mike Muti 
‘aid, “designed to replace the ousted present, after evadence of 
vote tampering came out.” 

The presslential hopefuls include a dragon, a mage anda dwatt 

“Super Tuesday, Shadows ofthe Underworld and Threos, a Shod- 
‘wun sourcebook due n May, wil chide voting ballots. The can- 
date who gets the most votes wil be announced at the Gen Con 
Game ai. Prizes willbe given to some votes 

‘Mulvil said Shadowrun players have frequently requested a 
universe that seems more lke the real work "This helps us get 
the ball rong," he said. “In this election, events happen that 
allow us to introduce new characters and start events that lead 
to other storylines." 





David Joyce 


Companion Games Bankrupt 


‘ompanon Games, publisher af the Coote mpl cl 
Jectibe car game, has filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy 
Andrew Smith, semor production manager 
for Companion, cle it "ssc reorgan 
zation designed to allow ust tackle our 
‘ebis and Keep on schedule with every. 
thing ee” 
Sri tine Compson. OQ 
al woesto stow payment fom dst 
{ors for product that had already been 
shipped to them This eens to bea prob 
Jem for many manutactres § itu 
tos that ordered ao much product at st 
year are now hang probiems eng nven- S) 
tory Healy stocked hscount bins rete Sm 
ioral tthe eta evel 
Sith athe Chapter 11 fling has aflected the 
company’s peducton chau at al asserted. "Weve even gota 
new card game, Penta, coming out Api 
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MAGIC RULINGS 


The latest word from Mayiés 
oficial rules committee 





Card Rulings and Errata 
‘kn Bot: Te card you sews rove rom ho ga oho 
tering of your next phep. You wait uni peop od then a 
Feldan’s Cone Th ot shoul red". Sue Felons Cane, bt 


‘rave ifthe gone intend ol ating is 
graveyard ino your ary 

Tine Elmont Then drag apps emote Tine 
neil is edad n chro bere, but he descends’ hap 
pen ut he end of combat 


Metarules 

The Wir of he Cont les roup hs ban grad rig se 
af sheets, crs behind he raigs. 

Aspl os big once or ast yt rsh“ fino 
inyout hand ony mare, bul’ tytn oy inte graveyard sone 
thn inn te splisreqirs yout chosen cd from your nd 
ec aarge carn he grovoyord you con! pick tht "bo" cd 

Acar outpost under your col nd fppd nye 
tho asa arg ws you coal X a5 ong os X ona lopped aka 
pis oo pay, 





tho grveyard Sh your 








Correction E 

{nse #0, we sod you old on aca Fsng othe en of our 
upkeep Whoops! The oc ule tht you con wtvae it any fe dur 
tng your upkowp if you haven't alrndy *sen” the cs of siping your 
row phase. So you con ws Fsng even if you hve a Ncrpoten in 
phy —al he tie you actvote i, Necopolnc'saviomatic skip has’ 
yet happened, 





Beth Bettho® Mousund 


"Slow payment is a problem for every manufacturer these 


days,* observed Mayfair Games’ Lou Rexing, “I'm watching every: 


body, headed. "I don't cae if you've been buying rom 
me for 15 years or not.” 
fexing blames the sifcuties on the nature 
of the collectible card gare industry The 
adventure game ndusty was rignaly fly 
sinall, but card games have transfered 
& nto big business virtually overnight. 
Everyone—tetallers, distributors and 
manufacturers alike experiencing 
growing pains 
Said Rexing, “When | did an inital 
ship of Empre Buide a rairoad board 
game, "I'm looking at $70,000 to 
$80,000. When I shipped SimCity, It was 
31.5 millon * 
Thanks to discounting af unwanted procue, 
carry shoppers can pick up good (and bad!) games a 





aq) 


‘reat prices 


—Matt Forbeck 
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There's good news and bad news from 
MucroProse ths month, The bad news? The 
Mogiccomputer game isn't expected in stores 
‘until mid-June, Magie’s complex timing rules 
are giving prograrnimers nore headaches than 
they onginally antiopated. 

The good news as that Civnet 
available, Whule Civnet was a relatively bug- 
{ree product, this patch corrects many minor 
‘bugs that plague particular systems and lets 
you play the game in foreign languages. Try 
this truly awesome cheat. At the end af your 
tur, press the control key, then type “aod: 
bam to activate a hilarious extras menu, Ms- 
sile Criss, which adds a nuclear misile to every 
cy on the planet, s areal blast! 

‘Mindscape's net releases Warhammer 40K 
Dark Crusaders ($59, Apri). Unusual among fist 
‘eson shoot“em-ups, this game includes over 
30 minutes of lve footage supporting an awe 
some storyline involving the search for a lost 
Imperum base You aso have partial control over 
a squad of space mannes who have ther own per- 
sonalies and are capable of independent action, 
‘They usialyfolow your orders as you explore 16 
levels of scence fiction action. OF course, this 
‘game is network-capable. The modem option 
may come late, asnght now Mindscape fs work 


INQUEST NEWS 


son for Its prewous Games Workshop-based 
‘computer game, Shadow ofthe Horned Rat 


“Wort Factor None,” "Electric InQuest News," | 


Inquest #10). 
Electronic As’ attempt to “port” a Games 
Workshop board game to the computer, Space 
Hulk: Vengeonce ofthe Blood Angels ist going 
so well. Originally scheduled for a March 
release, EA now hopes to havea finshed prod- 
uctby late May. EA promises fewer bugs and 
mote intense graphies. Knowing Games Work- 
shop, tintense" is probably Bntsh for “gore.” 
Star Control 3 ($46), delayed from last 
‘Christmas, wil finally make ito the public by 
the end of Apr. The ntl copies ofthe game 
were abit buggy, and Accolade doesn’t share 
| the “Let the public pay to beta test the sot 
© ware” attitude of other game manufacturers. 
| Another "StarTrek: The Next Genera 
fick tarts shooting in Apail wth the entire cast 
from the television series. Spectrum HoloByte 
already has the rights forthe computer game 
based on the movie. Although its engaging 
STING: A final Untysa top seller, Spectzurn 
HoloByte lost nearly $10 milion in the final 
F quarter of 1995 
Rick Moscatello WD 
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‘Above left and left: Warkommer 40K: 
ark Crusaders, Above: Gmet. 
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‘If you're acressng the TSR forum witha Mocites, finde fiend wih Windows machine — 
“te forum looks much better thot oy, 


‘Online Cool 
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‘thm al ot CompuServe ods he commer oni services pck with the Game Publishers > 
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reader willbe gorial interesting with compony reps om Loss, Mires, 
‘oir cyst yam, Booey jumpin fi fis, be sue a chek the Game Pubsh- 
«1s fora Index oyu knowhow o gel round te forum 

‘And speaking af games, the invest forum on America Onine now hos a “Dems” area 
lin. You con now dvrlocd game dees, sronshts on special is roatod to vida 
games ram hsp nds oun. A, indus ns pode al fe a cd descip- 
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The Cthuthu Collectable Card Game 


stration ay Roger Raupp 
MYTHOS by Chaosiam ine. available in Spring 1996. 
TLaolcfor these booster packs: 
Expeditions of Miskatomic Oniversity » Cllullis: Rising x Legendsof the Necronomicon 
For More Inforsiation, Contact Chaoslum Inc. 
510-547-7681 + Chaosiuim Inc; 950A 56th St Caktand, CA|94608 - mythosccg@aol.com 
httpy/ AW thsiriasse Wp <'ose sium /chacsium.titmt 
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Play like the pros! 


Big money. 
World-class competition. 
8 championship decks. 





We can't give you the money, but we can bring 
you the cards! Wizards of the Coast, Inc introduces 
the Pro Tour Collector SetInaugural Edition ™, 
@ commemorative set featuring the championship 
decks used by the eight quarterfinalists in the 
iagrd Magic:The Gathering? 

tournament. This limited-edition set of eight decks 
is packaged in a special foil-stamped slipcase. Each 
deck features. the signature of its champion, plus 
an all-new Pro Tour card back design, Available for 
$125 on May 3, 1996 at your favorite game store, 
or call 1-800-324-6496 to order your set today! 
(Phone orders add $4.95 for shipping & bandling) 


Limited ection of 20,000 sets indus intermational 
allocations. Not gal for tourarent play. 











KILLER DECKS 


THE BEST IN TOURNAMENT-LEVEL MAGIC DECKS 


Omelet Onslaught 
































eggs. In ths case, youll be making an omelet out of your 

‘opponent with some Grade-A Rukh Eqs Infact, you play 
‘your cards propery this dec’ keep your opponent scrambling 
{stop the Rukh invasion. (Sory ) 

“The Rukh Egg} arquaby one ofthe best fourcasong-cestcrea- 
turesin the gare, due tots special abilty that creates a 4/4 fiy- 
ing red token at the end ofthe tum that the Rukh is placed 
the graveyard (fom ply). Of cours, youl want to make the most 
‘oltre RuleYs umaque aby, and that’s what ths deck all about 

‘Omelet Orsiaugh’s primary focus sto get your Rukh Egas 
into play quickly and then, when the moment is ight, enpple 
‘your opponent wath ajokutiaups Asin mast decks the key ta sic- 
‘cess using your avaiable mana speecly and efcentiy. Dark 
Ruals and Tinker Walls are your stapes, both one-cast- 
Ina-cost spells that gWe you senous mana for your buck 
“The creatures formana Burt Offerings wl ve you all 
‘te red and black you need na hurry. (Anitytnck to cast 
sn Arwmate Dead on one of your @pponent’s bg graveyard 
‘creatures and use a But Offering to convert the creature nto 
mane.) Finally, there's artifact mana, 2 la the superfast Mana 
Vaults Three coloressis race, bt that can get dangerous if you 
‘ant untap the Vault and you start getting stung fora point each 
‘tum. So here are a couple of safety hints: 1) if you have the Despotic 
Scepier in play, you can bury tapped Vaults to 
avord tang darnage; 2) Set of a Burnt OFfer- 
ng on a Rukh during your upkeep and use 
the realingrana to untap the Mana Vault 
‘nd 3) Use the Vaults when youre afew turns 
away from jokulhaupsand then get 
of everything 

Yeah, I know, you've been wait 
sng to hear all about the most dev- 
astating maneuver inthe deck the 
Rukh Ega/Jokulhaups combo, 0 
here goes. Once you've got ane or 
two Rukh Eggs and enough mana, 

‘ast Jokulhaups, That's the extent of 


| you want to make an omelet, you have to break a few 





Loox Kios, Irs 
YOUR OTHER 
BROTHAWAIT A 
MINUTE, THAT'S. 


This sends all your eggs to the grave and eliminates all crea 
tures, artifacts and land in play If successful, your opponent 
will have no way to block your ineoming 4/4 ex-eggs. Jokul- 
hhaups is quite costly to cast, so time’s are tough, cast those 
handy Burnt Offerings on your Rukhs to provide four mana 
Since the Rukh’s return atthe end of the tur, they won't be 
burned in the Jokulhatips. Cool, huh? 

Remember: you can put extra mana inte your mana pool and 
‘cast things after the jokulhaups resolves. Not only will you have 
“4/4 Rus coming back to plague your ener, but with two extra 
‘mana you can pull something hideous out of somebody's grave- 
‘yard with an Aniunate Dead and really put the pressure on 
(Other things to remember when play: 

ing Jokulhaups. Don't forget to saci 
fice all of your land to the Zuran Orb 
‘fis in play, and always watch out 
for an opponent playing blue—wait 
lj he taps out before trying the big 
ted nightmare. 

You may not always be able to 

keep your eggs from hatching 
before you can 






NOT MINE! 











Artifacts 8 Swamps: 
Eggs Over Easy _ Eyaimrem 
RED 3 Kjeldoran Deads 1.Zuran Orb 
4 Ruki Exes 41 Demonte Tutor 2Mana Vaults 
3 Jokulhaups 2 Simulacrums 41 Newnytral’s Disk 
2 Fireballs 2 WilLO'The Wisps 1 Feldon’s Cane 
1 Wheel of Fortune GREEN 
BLACK A Tinder Walls Lands 
4 Dark Rituals 1 Tranquility 2 Badlands 
3 Animate Deads 4 Regrowth 5 Mountains 
3 Bumt Offenngs: 2 Giant Growths 6 Forests 
un Movers 


I 











Fred ulated ten enbyos rm 


launch a jokuthaups, so prepare yourself with a few 
‘other combos that can fry your opponent. To cast the 
Ijeldoran Dead, you must sacfice a erature from play. 
Why not an Egg? By saerfang ito the Kjekdoran Dead, 
you end up with 3/1 regenerating creature and a 4/4 
flyer ready for the attack: 

‘Since the deck often generates quite a bit of extra 
‘mana, use your Fireballs to mak the omelet cook > t= 
tie more quieidy. And in the event that your opponent 
attempts to add cheese to your omelet (ve, fit you 
with some direct damage), Siulactur the damage to 
a WilLO/The Wisp or, better yet, @ Rukh "Hey, thaniks!") 

The key to making @ good omelet sto make sure 
that it doesn’t get burned tf your opponent is playing 
White, watch out for the drearied egobeater. Swords to 
Plowshares. Since this card removes the Rukh fron 
play, the Egg never hatches. There are a few ways to 
beat this The best is to use your Despotic Scepter to 
bury your Rukh Egg as a fast effect—the Swords to 
Plowsharesfizzles and you stl get your 4/4 flyer As a 
last resort, a Burnt Offering wil also do the trick, bur 
this may cause you to suffer some mana buen if you 
don't have a way of spending the extra mana 

you're running !ow on caids, use Wheel of Fortune 
to dump your opponent's cards into the graveyard. 
With any luck, you'll pulla timely Animate Dead to use 
‘on one of the big nasty creatures your opponent had 
to toss, Tis fite tick works even better a few turns ater 
a Jokulhaups, since ary high-casting-cost creatures wil 
be stuck in his han 

To be successful with ary deck, you must fake full 
advantage of your sideboard. Ths sidebcard is designed 
to deai with several ofthe: common deck types you may 
face’ When squanng off agains direct damage, swap out 
the Giant Growaths n favor of adeittonal Simuiacrums 
Try to Jokulhaups often to keep your opponent from 
‘generating enough mana to do heavy damage. Land 
destruction shouldn't pose much of a threat since most 
‘of your mana comes fram non-lanc sources. Against 
blue denial decks, take out two Tinder Walls and two 
Giant Groviths and replace with all of your Red Ele- 
‘mental Blasts Finally, your opponent's deck relies on 
white, fill up on Flashfires and Glooms which should 
prove the undoing of those COPs and white hordes 

Wall, that’s about it, Alot of ths deck is knowing 
when to play jokuthaups and when to break your Eggs 
Alter a Tew duels with this deck, you'll have people 
screaming for Arabian Nights’ card as, more and more, 
your opponents end up with egg on their face. 4g 
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In Session 
Brainstorm (A siden breaktvougn!) 

Forget (Vat you must do vth your past." 

Hypnotic Specter ("You are growing sleepy. very sleeny 
Memory Lapse ("You think you've forgotan. ut vty ci you for 
et hmm") 

Mind Ravel Ve wl take your thoughts ad unravel al he sty, 
‘competed bt, ah?) 

Shrink (Pet name for your doc) 

“The Rack (The quod doctor's couch) 








Freud's World : 
‘Dream ofthe Dead (Guit comekexes never seem t et the past go) 
Game of Chags (The Ic} 

Primal Dior {The suporeqp) 

Peionic Entity (Check out the Fruelan Imagery inthe pictur. Or 
better yet don't 


Symptoms 
‘Amnesia ‘Doctor, | can't remember who | am! And why do | 
have als land i font af me?") 

Ctairoyance (Do you boleve n the paranonnal?) 

Payalyze (Sore people are totaly unable ta uncton unless they 
pay extavaean foe ta thee sna) 

Seizures (tatoo much eletrshock and aad too many cs) 











Nutcase 

Dark Maze (ofthe mind) 

‘lant Growth (Vlegoiomania takes o nasty tun) 

How from Beyond (Primal soroam) 

-Mror Univers Roses ae red, voets are blue, Im aschz0¢— 
and so am!) 

Vorpire Bats nthe boy) 


] 

Therapy 

| Disrupting Scepter (A ite ol 
q 





toshock therapy's good for 
the sou! 

Leeches (When cus and chscourse fa.) 

Lightning Bot (Eeclroshock, electroshock, we always seem to 
conve back to electroshock) 

‘Mesmere Trane (Hypnatherany) 





Dal Joyce 


Asyur Guest 

















7 > ee 
‘ourre rolling. oA. going “your Ivory Tewer. Why stand for it? When you: wep 
to town and there's nothing isthe’ clouds) _or cast yaur Scepter, tap | and send, that Be i 
¥ to stop it... upul you foe blasts the ff | Tower te the graveyars \ 
rental outta the sty with a concentrated Pyribeh [ein spar tn you. 
1s sry Dart yeu tte KoengouFomponer™ sf Duo tbotage wth ray esse enchant | 
destroys your stuff? OY ‘ nts {ke Mind Whip of ahnojng land'enchant- 
‘And then Ice Age cothellalenditiapesdite aint ike Cursed Land? Siisle. ouiggt have wo 
Scepter, a card that allows you to deste tolerate it. Destroy your stncken permanent 
own stuff. What? Did Wizaris'9j. the Coast diately you're almost always bettar off 
its rocker? dea ahd gone than wseeagainst you et 
‘Nope, I you really stop to thinkaboutit Depot © “Areyou not piaying black but would 
Scepter's a great card. © offare Rituals added! to your deck’ How abouts ok 
The single biggest reason. Despotc Scepter makes offeyeDark Rituai? Drop down Mara Vat, fap i, fie 
sure what's yours stays yours, No need to fear thése ee ‘colorless and then don’t worry about its: 


nasty control decks anymore Blue alone has half a _penally—simply Kill with thecegter' beiore ot Me .. 
dozen copy oF steal__pxbupkcepeBefore you knaw it, youllbe mov 
spells that Despotie “Masten anaiared cobinieeke ao 


Scepter flat out null- Youean also getnd of cards ance you no idhger 


fles when i's in play. require their services. you hve a sow deck that 
Control Magic my needs to build up mmato be effective, playaMMan- 
Storm Spirit? | think abarbs early and then destray it whem your deck’s 
not Steal Artifact my ready to rol. Same goes for artitacts and creatutes! 
Juggemaut? Nope Keep a Meeistone out only so long as it benefits! 
‘As Soon as your you or use heavy-penalty creatures lke the Minion 
opponent announces of teshrac for a turn or two before bidding them a 
he's going tostealone fatal farewell. 
of yourcards, youcan —_Allkinds of funky combos can come out ofa deck 
just destroy twit the with Despotc Scepier. Wanna push opponents closer 
Scepter. the target's to the brink of madness? Give ‘ema ite nudge by 
gone, the spel fizzles, playing Juxtapase and then picking off their new 
and your stuff is safe. creature after the exchange. (Hey, it was yours to 
Untl the next con- begin with!) The truly inspired should try Chaos 
twolspel cast atleast. Lord: The “odds” should almost always end up in 
Unfortunately, your your favor, since no matter what, during your 
defenses aren't limit- upkeep, you can destroy one of your permanents 
less, Maybe your _withawhack rom your mighty mallet and throw the 
youre one ofthe daebiers— Scepter’s tapped or you haven't balance in your favor. 
- been able to draw one yet Yes, it’s always nice to have a safety valve on your 
shotiughtheDeoie eventually, your opponent side. Yknow, for those deadly accasions when you 
Seager wssomidhsaess—-™IQht break through and grab come up one forest short on the upkeep for your 
2 crucial card of yours. Terce,furning Force of Nature. 

caxdburd, yout wong But that’s the beauty of the There may even come a time when your oppo- 
Despotic Scepter. It works on nent leamsto respect ths potent artfact and greed- 
more than the cards in play on iy tes to steal the thing. What do you do? Do what 
your side—it works on the cards the Despotic Scepter does best: Tap it and have it 
you own This a huge advan- destroy—stsel 8 
tage: No one will be able to hold 
fon to your stuff very long Say 
your opponent manages to steal 








FROM COAST TO COAST & EUROPE TOO!!! 
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NETRUNNER & ALLIANCES FOR ICE AGE 
PLACE YOUR ORDER TODAY! 












THE ARMORY/EAST 
Corporate Headquarters 
1101 Greenwood Road «Batimere MD 21208 5) 
Tol Free Phone (800) NOW-GAME 
Tol Free FAX (800) 296-DICE: 







THE ARMORY/EUROPE THE ARMORY/WEST 
Unit $3 » 632 Radford Rd. 1899 Deming Way * Sparks NV 89431 | &: 
Notingham « NG? TEE (02) 356-1873 » FAX (702) 356-2157 |r, 


ort-69-422-289 Tol Free Phone (800) 244-3423 
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SO0-NOWGAME (EAST) - 800-BIG-DICE (WEST) 





Wet Sonos 





me ase Eichangs 2 Ur77 





neg Cat, am 


Spe Frye Cane Se 
re 


Tepe 
ThwAerapatey Foren sets7 2578 
TeArraya ck bs Graraoisatoss 
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ESTOY UN 
HOMBRE GUE TIENEN 
MUCHO NANA. PORQUE LOS 


Beh cicas wecusten mn, 


{QR iat’ free betven buy, estoy, 
putin groveyard, remave rom oy, courier nd al 
the rest? 
—Poul Gueller, Keshena, WI 
AS Tha’ uit 0 cues! Destroy means the 
rect nthe way oth grveyar but tc sil 
esol by gencatn Bury the some os dese, 
‘exopt that can't regenerate Boh ofthese wl ig. 
| ge “dah effects” tke Sol Het. Putin graveyard 
mens st what sas, Remove fram ploy mens fo 
tutte cen no sepa pl nt mth ava 
Heb ogeerted othe by amin expt 


Qi: ty oppanent Mano Drains my Ring of Mar Counter (onde) nly apy a the 





‘Sinkhole respond by Deflecting the ime spall ost «courered or fiz spl pled 
aaah inthe groeyrd Discard only opis tocar 
Hore io dsp ey igen pr 
‘my opponent get two colorless mono ‘countering nar discarding wiggers death offects few 
becouse he Mann Drain cuntered tasty “dar” king bs chin 


isalf or the Mono Drokn coun: ete hover egg “ts” 


‘ered, hence no effect? Quite the 
porodox, eh? 

Dave Cope, Prk, HO 

As Strangely enough, ony intr: 

rupt thot's Deflected onto itself will 

fizzle, Why? Becouse ot the fim it 


(Qa I we Safe Haven to remore a teat wth 
‘nenchartment an, dees the enhanmen tay on 
the eau? 
— Graf Kh Concer, Wi 
AAS No the enhanient sored soon she 
rate leaves pay. 


resolves, its forget s't opel tho’ miSary, no 

“heing cast," it's a spell that's relcing Demi 

“resolving, “ ond thus an ilegol tor- : 
Coston. 


get. So the Mona Droin just fizzles 
and goes to the groveyord. It wosn't 
‘countered, so your opponent doesn’t 
get ony mono. 





Qx Caryo0 use DemnicContaton ona player 
besikes yousall? 
oy Hames, Mout Ky, MD 


This month’s winner walks off 


With thpee diferent foreign Emma baer operner edo 


Deano, thle ory 


edition Magic packs and a 
pack of Legends! 





nd lin ors 

As Wo, no, a thousond times no Spells Tike 
Dann Tur doy ge ploy hy oly 
affect he ste, Yu ear es tha en samo 



















you ct Fork them Yo someane, you can't Defect 
‘hem ts someane, you can't Relecing Nr them, 


BB Conthe Green 
Word on te Sera 
‘gel be Desert 
Twisted? 


Qds y oppor sa Sro Ang wth Green 

Word Can desroy the ward wth a Desert Tie? 

—Sary Breve, Lane 

AAS Yes yaucan, You can Dench enchant 

mes on Block Ki fon. Protecin only profes 
‘creature, no enchantment on hat crete. 


(QR Conse gt Salon cons? 
-I Miko Oovenat, DeBoy, FL 
(ASS No Tokers re emoved ram the ga os 
soon es tha i th eraveyard, bef you con da 
ying even se a inert. 





st dye pr Ip? 
—<dioo, (sherspae 
ARE “Kevhatsi.” How do you pronounce 
“eto”? 


(@¥= Hf you hve on A fom Caio whe you 
suman Noel Roc, can you sciice os much 
Me asyou want and nt go below ei? 
usin Gry, Gray, ME 
JAS a. rm or nly ates you fom 
ct rom eles. 





QR If cast Unstable Mutotion on creture, cn 
| Pyrblst the enchant, ving my crete 
Baris 

5 MD 


‘ABs You can Prolab the +3/+3 goes 
vay oso as you do. Ustobl Maan’ bonus 
otk exoly th same os tat of Holy Strength, 
Giant Snot, o any ther enchant eat: ss 
1 long os tho enchantment fon the creature. 
The-1/-1 counters, though, stay onthe cesture 


AG 











even f you How avay the enchanimen 


(Qas y opponent has Sa Hoven ond bs 
removed six retures rom the gore use Con- 
«yer ond ike over the Saf oven ond soe 
it Do gi al he moved ature unl th 
end ofthe game? 

im Morphy, ovo, OF 


AA dying tat comes out of Soe Hoven 
is cnr bys omer I doen mote wia 
‘onl the eo vhen went no who 
cons th Sef Hoven ital 


Q: thot woud happen you hors our ares 
‘ds nd for Zron Drs and you scien? 

Sorel Hsing, Upland, 
od goin wo i a vhihoer rb 
cifce ta Teter Dis ad te Land's 












(QR Does Sigh of ind work on lod Yoon? 

Tin Murphy, Hora Di 
Jo cance, butt dosing, ine 
nes no clr words ange Taye 
you mont Mopcl Hock. That works 





Qa Hg crocs anogire number forts 
ver, wh! bape? Does de, des it hut 
its cnr, ores ithut isl 
Josh Brower, Lowell, at 
(AS Nos of are Wea exec 
he orate wih zara pow, except tht if 
You rots ho pear backup agi asf 
‘ther to go. 








‘Qi Does my opponent tke fvs damage 
Alcor a Pyhic Pugs becouse hs Chins of 
‘eghistopheles? 

—s00Sdpb, hes 
bth aes five fo, wich en 
‘ore ton king ve domoge 








QE | Chooslace my opponent's Justice ond 
‘how a Lighting Bolt of my opponent. Jusixe 
sel damoge tom: bcs es dsp ht 
oaks age Des hss hr domoge my opo- 
neal bcos its ore spl dei demaye? 
Andis how mai? 

S.J. Wolley, Liverpool, England 
The Chased scored nce 
nt del domag, ot ed spl eng do 
‘oge Acard only spel athe tine you're casing 
1 Merit reshed fst ospl ony ne 











(Q& ty opponents typo Specer od | 
se Prods yi togiveit-2/D the Sper 
ses atak on i’ che, dol have oe id 





(ASE Depends You oly ase card he 
Specter aculy mange to domoge you. 


topped. 


Qa Con | use Magus ofthe Unseen’s special 
ability on untae ras? 

‘Stephen Kemmstay, Rloomfiohd Hil, Ml 

AAS ‘es. then Fourth Edin cams ou, 

Ward ofthe Coot removed the “unite 
Aogcing rks card jst sys "org 
fo" youcan ston oy fa: vould eve 
tos "tg oped rif you cel we 
‘ton untapped ones, 


Qa Ifyou hore two Lords ofthe Pout ond 
you feed ore to the other for upkeep, does the 
‘ne tat wos scriced il require an upkeep? 


PC Hl es, 

Ass Nope. tsinthe graveyard. you get 

tid ofa card before deoing wih is upkeep, 

then you cant py it (Even f you want ofr 
some od reson) 


Qs Fl scifi wrt to my Lord of he 
Fil, con | now se Puppet laste or Enduring 
Renewal o bring te sucfiedcrectre back, 
sin he went the Grveyord? 


PM 
As Yop. 


Qz The card Gob Chrgeon sys “Soa 
fico goblin e regenerate o forget reatce” 
Since the Chicurgeon is goblin himself con | 
sacifie if? The same goes for ls Crtoer. 
TF ten soc 
— Fete Vlleneve, Level, uber 
As Yes, you con Tiss nother‘ ont 
‘eho canged when Fut Elion cae cat 
{the cord dosasoy thot you con, you con 
soni tot 


Have © gaming question ths diving you up 
‘he yel? Jost op sn nd el cm your 


nerves Email sot Indvestoy volcom or 
teas 


STUMPERS % In@Quest 


151 Wells Ave, Cangars, NY 10920 
Inde your follome, mang des 
‘ed phone numb. 








West ile Gell) 
tumpsrs 
QUE Whats the definition ofa king's kingdom? 


xa ing aod of Bins Kingdom sl rin 
ors ingly ncn toscana hy be ployer 


“Q¥E tow deste tring of ovens tas on rund wrk? 


For exomple, con someone play a Fomine after his upkuep 
those on oa vad he etfs fhe Fine? 

(AS fer rss sing for rude and doesnt ae 
aly ost rote taro yor tun thet of our ext tor, 
sted infers Hoda tom the pit! you lay 
«cd nthe equ pitn yu ret ium you payed 
‘Faire aor your upkeep it woud ks rough your nex upkeep 


Qs Ho worrior sors off with armor os cn ability, con be 
bbe esigned armor rewards? 

ABE Yes Horny opin of eror fom an aby does 
‘ot count as an arma reward, 


Con os carb dard byte creling player? 
{fo how con ou pla one weapon on a wari ion 
alcody sgn ohn? 








AXE Assigned cards thon upkeep cost may be dzared 


4 you donot poy the upkeep or thm Asigned cars wich 
oot have an upkeep cs conot normally be discarded, 
Hower, lo them excep dis, vows ad eomba exper- 
‘nc con be nsered a anather warding hs asin 
‘not pts you wart oan one neon oa wr, 
‘transfor his previous veopon to anather warrior during his 
ssigament pose, 


ht Tims ore on the mabe ows ou con 
sign foo high? 

2A Alnigh yb xy ber of sto mae 
thon one Ft sic vw cn signed in. 


(QE fay Ibovemacethon one af unique cin deck? 
Az Yes The iil opplies only ta haw mony oF unique 
‘ord you mey have in play at time 


4s hot hoppensin combo whee it eaes operant 
‘ho nether cmon cox aay doy dogs oi ahs? 

AAS ents becames ue, eskeveryone plying hey 
ole to lay eny combo acon cards. they say no, the com 
‘bots declared a draw they say yes, proved withthe com 
bat Athe end of ny subsequent combat exchange where no 
‘ombot exon cords were ployed, the combat ends und is 
dedre adr. The warirtig th hallnge oy ash 
‘ust or ise onaterchallege tt un 


Tanks Shame Hg Gms fr rls vetoes maths 
Soeaps Feros ca ut fr eG Samper cl So ga 
(5127870, al yest, ck othe Wee ip // 
‘vot ton/-gebl/ ert 4 fs ls, W707 
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OUD ONTO YOUR PHASERS, Trekkers! The Star 
Trek: The Original Series collectible card game is 
on its way. SkyBox/Fleer has hired the Mag 
Force 7 design team to help bring the game to 
_you by this fll, possibly even as soon as August. 

“What we wanted to do,” says Jeff Grubb, 
one of Mag Force 7's designers, “Is capture the 
flavor of an episode of the original ‘Star Trek.” 
The idea for any licensed property is to capture 
what the licensor feels Is the property's flavor. 
‘We wanted people to come away from a game 
of ST: TOS with the feeling that they have expe 
rienced an episode.” 














KYBOR! 





A preview of the Star Trek: The Original Series CCE 
























The Premise 

Though he as neve played it, Gubb says he's using Dedphers 
Stor Tek: The Next Generation Customizable Card Game as 2 
‘ude to whatnot to do, So Mag Force 7 paid attention to 
the complaints about how tough ft was to find rte cards of 
the prncipal "StarTrek: The Next Generation” characters. 

That's one thing that we looked at hard Everyone wants 
to run Kirk Everyone wants to run Spock. Everyone wants 12 
run McCoy. Theyre the fun guys! 

“Ensign Meets and Lieutenant Uhura are rice characters, 
but they're not the center. Se we made the ma three con 
‘mon characters," Kr, Spockand McCoy, “and the Enterprise 
avalablein every deck and 
the players share them 
They have to decide, ‘Do 
want to-do something to 
hp eveyone ors some: 
thng to help mysei?” 

Tas captures the favor 
and the up-tempo feel of 
the orginal StarTrek Un 
verse, Their stones always 
had a definite beginning, 
middle and en because of 
the naire of erode TV in 
the "60s We used that asa 
base and started seeing 
how we could play with 

Grubb finds wating the card text for colectibe card games 
challengng, "tthe gaming equvalet of wing hala poetry. 
You'e trying to distil the phrase and every word «going to have 
a meaning, ft says one thing on one card, may havea con 
pletely diferent effect on another 
(ard, fs been very educational” 


The fame 

First off, keep in mind that these 
rules are not yet final. "We're cur 
rently at version 2,7," offers Grubb, 
“and there are mare to come. We've 
really gota solid core of the game 
down now. Now it's just a matter | 
‘of sweating the detais OF cours, 
there ae alot of detal 

Steve Domvalsh of SkyBox/Fleer has worked dosely with 
the Mag Forcers. As the developer of Fleer’s OverPower, 
Domzals is experienced with bringing games from concept 
to final product. 

Domzalsi claims you'll be able to pay this game night out 
‘ofa starter deck. Ths contrasts sharply wth the ST* TING CCG, 
which could so rarely be played! with a single starter that Dec 
per felt compelled to release free "Warp Packs" of necessary 
‘ards to remedy the situation, 

“We're not going to force you to buy lots of cards and stil 
rot be able to pay,” he says. "There's minimal setup. Games 
range anysihere from a half hour to an hour, depending on 
the intricacies of what happens and the numberof players.” 

Four card wll come in every ST: TOS CCG starter pack: Cap- 
tain Kirk, Spock, Dr. McCoy andl the starship Enterprise, These 
are placed in the center of the table atthe beg nning of each 
- —$— game. The game 
can be played by 
two or more play 
rs, all of whom 








are permitted to use these cards. Any 
‘ards earn are shared by all players 

‘When it's your tur, you start out an episode by playing a 
‘mission card. Later, you follow it with a number of piots and 
finally @ discovery card, which finishes the episode, In addi 
ton to the core crew and the Enterprise, each starter deck wil 
contain a detault mission, plot and discovery card that are also 
placed on the table at the star ofthe game Il you don't have 
8 card of a particular type in your hand when it's time to play 
't, you can use the default card instead. "When it’s your turn, 
you can always make a move,” says Steve Domzalskl. "No 
waiting around to draw the night card.” 

Payers are permitted te bang in other char- 
acters, of course—anyone from Sulu to Nurse 
‘Chapel. You can play ane crew card each turn, 
These crew members (there are about 40 in the 
set) can accompany the core crew (Kirk, Spock 
and McCoy) on away teams (groups of crew 
sent to deal with plots you play), or you can 
send them dawn on their own 
*SPOCKE MY COFFEE li gots 


netory counters” these 











When you complete each episode card, you earn 
the number of victory counters fisted on the card, 
and you can alot them to the members of the away 
team as you like. One victory counter represents one 
point toward winring the game—t the counters are siting 
‘on a character that only one player is using, However, If more: 
‘than one player has the same character out, victory counters 
fon that character are divided to get the number of victory 
points each player has earned 
For example, n a three player game, you and another player 
have Sulu in addition to the core crew. If you complete a mis- 
sion card worth six counters, you must decide where to put 
your victory countess. Should all sic goon Kirk, MeCoy or Spock, 
‘where they'l be worth two points for each player? Or on Sulu, 
here they'll be worth three points for you and three points for 
your rival? Or on another character that only you have, in which 
‘case you'll get six pomnts toward winning? Often it depends on 
the stage ofthe game and how badly you're going towant to 
I 








use the abilities ofa certam card later on. 
By laying and completing episode card, you in fect ce | 
ate 2 "StarTrek story of your own You can mix and match © 
‘ements rom several diferent TV episodes "You can make ' 
Up whole new Star Tek episodes!” notes Domzalski—but tf 
you manage to recreate an actual TV episode with your cards, & 
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you eam yourself a bonus, 

‘The fist person to gather 
25 victory points wins. the 
Enterprise s destroyed, the 
person with the most points 
at that time wins 


The Kickers 


Sounds simple, nght? Watt, there's more Whenever you play 
an episode card, your oppanent can play achalenge cart Chal- 
lenges can range rom Kingon snipers to Tribbles and ll points 
inbetween, Ths makes for alot of player Interacton and excite 
iment, the designers claim. 

To overcome these challenges, each crew has three abit 
thes: combat, loge and humanity Krk, for instance, s great a 
combat, few can beat Spock at log, and McCoy excels at 
humanity. Each abilty s further subdivided into other types that 
can abso afect play. 

If a'ctew member is neutralized by a challenge, it can't 
receve any victory counters once the episode card is com- 
pleted Kile crew are ciscarded. “When an away team comes 
iong, you want to take out the characters that oniy 
your opponent has. That way, you force him to put 
victory counters on erew that you share with hay 
‘you can share i the victory,” Domzalsi points 

Success can vary greatly. Say Kk, who has 
bat of even, is attacked by someone with ata 
bat Kirk's player draws seven cards fom his dea 
whale the attacker's player draws fv. Since d’s@ 
bat conf, you'e laoking for a combat ican 
these card, The player withthe most icons wind 
goto the defender. 

Most cards have result 
icons on them that are the 
opposite oftheir strapaest 
alte. Ths makes fang 
of builtin balance foetlek 
bling Ifyou put mer 
rong com el 
to have a logic con 
making les sel 
boatif you drawitfot 
instead of to your 

ifthe attacker bea 
and t's a deady combabaiaa 
draw the next card trohyypue 
deck. ft has a combat lego, 
Kirk is dead. There are @riys 
around even this, though, so 
don't worry yet 
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Kirk alive You can use your victory counters to activate other 
abilities as wal. For instance, any of the three n the core crew 
‘can avord death by spending three ofthat card's victory coun- 
ers, Is keeping that character alive worth spending the points? 
That's up to you. 


The Cards 


The cards will feature photos taken from footage from the 
centre run ofthe onginal "Star Trek" television senes The *Star 
“Tree” films and cartoon are not cursernly on the schedule, but 

“Paramount loves the game," ciaims Darvas "We're 
takang it one step at atime, but we're certainly talk 
ing to them about the fllms and even the cartoon,” 

‘There are four efferent types of cards in the game. 
‘Crew cards feature the characters from the Star Trek 
‘ast that can be helpful to you. Challenge cards can 
represent just about anything, but they're sure to 
‘cause you fils Effect cards are used to help resolve 
challenges in your favor (the Phaser Blast card, tor 
Instance, help you in combat), 

Wild cards toss in an unpredictable element. A 
Beam Me Up, Scatty! card allows you to rescue an away team 
member from a dificult challenge Most wild cards are played 
and discarded, but some are "permanent." These represent 
things tke starships and the ike, which can hang around for 
as long as you're willing to pay victory counters for them, 

Capturing the flavor of the series was important in card 
selection. “I've had to throw aut cards with great mechan 
Ics" Grubb explains, "There just wasn’t anything applicable in 
the Star Trek Universe that made them work 

‘Shuttlecraft gave me hwves for weeks. f'm stil not sure we 
got them right. We're going to play-test them in this version 
and see how they come out.” 

The first set of the game concentrates on the show's first 








= season. Some characters fram laterin the senes will 


Crop up though For instance, a Thibbles card is 2 
‘ust, even though the furry critters showed up. 
inthe second season 

*Sarek wll probably show up in an expansion 
set," says Grubb. “He was In the second sea- 
son. Chekov also began in the second season, 
50 he'll be in an expansion set.” 


The Final Frontier 

‘work really hard to make sure a 
{game's balanced,” Grubb says, "Peo 
pple are attracted to a new game 
‘through its appearance—the art— 
and name—'Star Trek.’ People will 
bbe playing this game six months 
atterits release i's a good game. 
‘There are a lot of good-lock 

tng games that have come out 
and then quietly disappeared. 
People have simply found some: 

thing else to be interested in.” 

If Mag Force 7 and Sky: 
Box/Fleer stickto their own Prime 
Directive—make a game that’s 
fun—the Stor Trek The Onginal Series 
‘CCG should five long and prosper gp 





Matt Farbeck bets tat he can take Krk 





Wizards of the Coast, Inc.e and Neutral Ground~ present 
A Qualifier Tournament for the 


$1,000,000 


Magic: The Gathering: Professional Tournament» 


Saturday, April 20th 


at The New Yorker Hotel, 34th street & 8th Avenue, NYC 


The top 4 winners will win entry & airfare to the 


second Pro Tournament 


Doors open at 9am/Tournament begins at Noon; $25 in advance/$30 the day of the event 
There will be over 25 other tournaments held throughout the day 
‘The next Magic: The Gathering® Professional Tournament™ is being held May 3-5th, 1996 in Long 
Beach, CA. Players will compete for $130,000 in cash and scholarship prizes. 
‘Winning a slot at a qualifier tournament is the only way to enter the Magic: The Gathering 
Pro Tour™ other than being a top 25 Duelists’ Convocation™ member or a top finisher in the New York 
Professional Tournament. 4 
For more information, call 


Neutral Ground 


291 7th Avenue, 9th floor 
(between 26th & 27th Street) 
New York, NY 10001-6009 


(800) 344-GAM 


In NY State, call (212) 633-1288; fax (212) 633-0979 
Web - http://www.nground.com; email - info@nground.com 





Also, call us regarding the Magic: The Gathering® Northeast 
Regional Championship, with over $5000 in CASH prizes, being 
held on May 11-12 in NYC. 


And don’t forget about the NY Magic monthly $1000 CASH tournaments in NYC, NJ & Long Island. 


‘Maye: The Gathering & WZAKDS OF THE COAST ae rgidered trademarks of Wir of hc Cond, Ino Duels’ Convotien 1 tradcwat 
Whar ofthe Cont, ne ©1996 Wizards ofthe Coat. AU sights reserved 
























If Tolkien’s “Lord of the 
Rings” doesn’t get your 
blood flowing you either 
@ aren'ta fantasy buff or 
(b) have the imagination of 
toothpick. You'd expect 
Iron Crown Enterprises’ 
Middle-earth: The Wizards 
collectible card game, 
based on same, to have the 
same effect. 

Guess what? It does. 

‘That's why I’ve spent 182 
hours playing this ridicu- 
lously fun game, devising 
new strategies, fine-tun- 


en . 
ae One Ring to rule them all, One Ring to 


find them, One Ring to bring them all and in 
the darkness bind them 
ARR, Toll, “The Lord ofthe Rings* 


and presenting all 
the coo! tips you're 
about to read. 





Bop, TO tape FOr. |. 


ele oles 


to heal the wounded and bring in fresh charac- 
but keep it to a minimum, 


2. Plan your trip. When choosing sites for your 

ich at least one site per item, fac- 

acter. Just run through your finished. 

: deck and include a site per marshalling-point card, 

Don't waste time. You want to accumulate mar | For instance, Ifyou're playing with Théoden, thraw in his 

shraling points every tur. Wh home site of Edaras. If you plan ta recruit Skinbark, 

Durin’s Axe in the heart of Moria or eonvincing the hall is must. Try to keep your sitesn the same 

Hobbits nd to join your cause, you should ‘general location, centered around a haven like Rivendell 
always be reaping the biggest reward possible. Sure,  Lérien. That way, each tum yau can visit a new, 

ye ductive ste. 


er it's uncovenng 











3. Start with strategy. Always match 
your starting characters to your over- 
all strategy. Plan on playing a lot of 
Minions Stirs? Then make sure you 
have dwarves in play to combat those 
‘meaner orcs you're bound to come 
up against. Playing factions? Include 
characters that have ditect influence 
bonuses for those factions, such as 
Damnrod’s +2 bonus against the Men 
‘of Lamedon. Also, unless your plan is 
to spit into weenie parties, your best 
bet is to start with a tougher, com- 
bat-tested cliaracter like Beam ar Glo- 
Ffindel to absorb those strikes. 








&.. Choose your minor items wisely, 
You start with two mirior items. play, 
they should be tuned to your deck 
‘theme. Traveling through lots of 
wilderness? Wear an Elven Cloak. 
Searching out factions? Go with the 
Hom of Anor. Expecting combat? Grab 
a Black Arrow. Overall, the best minor 
item Is probably the Star-glass with its 
ability to cancel undead attacks and 
‘ive -2 prowess to any spider, animal 
(oF walt attack. 


5. Key creatures to common terrain, 
To be effective you've gotta ry your 














hazards on your opponent, not keep 
‘em in your hand. This means playing 
them in the two mast common ter- 
rains, wildemess and borderlands. 
‘Wargs are particularly nasty for wilder- 
ness, and Ambushers ain't too shabby 
for borderlands. Ifyou end up includ- 
ing the tougher shadow-land and dark- 
domain creatures, you're probably 
gonna need some environment-con 

verting cards like Morgul Night to make 
‘em effective 





}« Remember uniqueness. Al wizards 
and characters are unique, as ae the 
more-powerfu items. Once unique 
Cards are played no one ees allowed 
to ploy them, Suman essential to your 
plant deck? Get him out fst and you 
fever have to wony alot is el clone 
Showing up in someone else's hands 
Hower uniqueness ise double edged 
sword, Powel cards such as Torque of 
Hues are great in any deck, but odes 
are everyone else is thinking the same 
thing, Should your opponent manage 
to play the card fist fl have to 90 to 
the dscard ple, you pul a good card 
that you suspect your opponent may 
be playing, rush to Une nearest sit and 
gti ton your side 









Bluffing. There's a lat of strategy 
Wwolved in the hazard phase, Usually 
your opponent will have cards 

in hand, like Dark Quarrels, 

or in play, like Elven Cloak, 

that'll low up or thwart 

your attack. You'll 

§ generally want to 

keep your best 

~~ attack for last, let- 
ting your oppo 

4 nent use his 

Fesources on 

the weaker 

foes so you 
can hammer 
bin with that 
last Nazgal or 

Assassin. But 


fgg this isn’t true. 
Slip in The Great 
Goblin early in the 
attack ar hold your 
noncreature.haz- 
ards, like Nazgl 
permanent-events 
and all-purpose 
short-events, 





sometimes 


‘i the end to keep your oppane: 
balance and afraid. 


‘8 .Deal with your weaknesses, Most 
of the time you'll want a well-balan 
dietin your de 


a hole somewhere. You're playing an 
all-out, reasure-gathering deck? Make 


sure yc 
to zap those factions 
‘opponent doesn't end up wath clouble 
marshalling points come council t 
You also have to be able to take cow! 
those honkin’ characters stockpiling 
Swords of Gondolin, Mithni-coats and 
Magic Rings of Courage who abliter- 
ate everything in their path. What's the 
best way? Corruption, hands down. At 
the very least make sure you can far 
yaur opponent nto carruption ¢ 

h creatures like Carpse-candle or 

the Unelean, 


©. Drawing and discarding. in Mid 
dle-varth you cycle through your deck 
icky, using and replacing four or 
ve cards a turn. The more cards you 
see, the better off you are. Use your 
creature hazards as soon as possible 
(Gon't worry, you'll get more) uni 


dispatch them wi 
hold off until you can launch a bar 
rage. As soan as you draw your 
stronger resources, bop olf to the near- 
fe to play them. If you end up 
three rings in your hands, odds 
wu wor't need them all, so get rid 
of one oF two It’s almost always worth 
using the optional discard at the end 
of each turn to pull that extra card, 


1.©.Combat dues. You won't win if 
your guys can't fight. Prepar 


monsters, Resourc 
Dadge and Dark Quarrels help 
tremendously against Sauron’s vast 
horde. Your company may be tough 
enough to tackle any enerny, but you'll 
ne untapped character at bat 

snd to recetve the card you want 
to play at that ste Combat modifiers 

ke it 





evenge 


Hey, I'm not evil or anything, but the 
biggest charge I get out of this game is 
playing Nazgl It proba- 
bly has something to do 
with throwing down 
humongous creatures 
that are difficult, f not 
flat-out impossible, to 
play The goal ofthis deck 
|sto convert the world to 
darkness and play 
Sauron’s meanies, 


+ Shadow-land con. 
version. The key to this 
decks changing wilder 
ness to shadow-land 
with Morgul Night. All 
your monsters ae based 
Jn shadow-lands, and 
cards ike Morgut-horse yur peat 
and Fell Beast allow you to play your 
Nazgal on your oppanent’s company 
Not to mention that if your opponent's 


relying on wildemess creatures (wolves, 
Wargs end spiders), he'll be screwed, 


+ Nazi killers, Start play wth characters 
that have Nazgol bonuses: Eowyn, Death, 
Votel, Galva, Why? Because your oppo- 
rent won't be able to play them, nor wil 
he be able to put therm into play later in 
the game, thus protecting your bigger 
NazyGl creatures from any Nazi hunters. 
Since you may run into sterod-criven ores 
(wa your Minions Str long-events), also 
start play with one of your dwarves, lke 
Dain or Balin, 


* The Will of Sauron, One card, The Will 
of Sauron, can become a nightmare for 
your opponent. Once t's out all hazard 
Tong-events remain in play indefinitely, 
‘which means events like Morgul Night 
and Minions Stir don’t go away. Wider- 
ness becomes shadow-land and arcs 
become gigantic...permanently Yep, 
rough business. 















dr Downes One af any, 
sapere youl be rng dou on 


‘= Anti-orc and anti-roll cards, There are 
a bunch of combat carlsin the deck to aid 
you in battle, though 
‘you'l probably want to 
save them for when the 
going gets rough. 
‘Since Minions St may 
bem effect forthe lang, 
haul and there are 
always men lurking, 





Dark Quarre's 
+ Fodder. Orcs are 
your grunts: the 
Nazgillare your heavy 
attllay. Try to save up 
two or three oFes to. 
play with a Minions 
Sur, if possible, zonk 
your opponent with 2 
Nazgil forthe final blow, You'l usally hit 
your opponent in spurts: a turn oF two 
‘without attacks, then one big one Hang 
tough and you'll daa lot of damage. 


+ Faction gathering. What's your surest 
path to marshaling points? Factions, Early 
‘on in the game, it's probably a good idea 
to hit sites that will deliver major items to 
your company, but ifyou play your hazard 
‘ards right, you won't want to vist those 
sites Instead, switch gears and start tack- 
ling factions. Faction ses don't have auto 
‘atic attacks to combat and sill provide 
_mucho marshaling points, 

























* The NazgOl. Of course, the Nazgal are 
the focus of your deck. There’s no better 
{un than hearing that yelp of panic as you 
lay down a 17/12 whopper ofa creature 
For the most part, you'll want to hold on 
toa single Nazgil for combat purposes 
and, as you acquire them, lay down the 
‘est a8 speciabeffect permanent-events.. 
‘Mouth of Sauron has the best overall ab: 
\ty (bring any hazard back to your hand), 
while Nazaal like AdGnaphel, Ren the 


preity effective fEconciary weapons. Qj) 





Starting Characters & lems 
“tur 1 Peat, 

| Botur TVbtell 

1 Dain 11 Black Arrow 

1 Foon 1 Starolass 

Characters & Wards 

1 Alatar 1 Rodagast 

Balin 1 horin 

1 Bombur 1Vetel 

1 Ga 

1 Nor 

Combat Resources & Enhancers 

3 Blocks ‘Friend or Trees, A 

3 DarkQuarrels 2 Risky Blows 

3 Escapes 

1 Favor ofthe Valar 

1 Fellowship 

Morsholing Point Resources 

1 Arkenstone, The 1 Men of Lebennin 

1 Dunlendings 1 Men of Northern 

1 Durin's Axe Rhovanion 

1 Glamdning 1 Orenst 

1 Greatsheld 1 Rangers often 
of Rahan 1 Riders of Ratan 

1 fron Crown, The 1 Sword af 

1 Lossoth Gondelin 

1 Men af Anénen 1 Woodmen 

Hazard Creatures * 

1 AdGnaphel 1 Ore-raiders 

‘nr Dawndesth 1 Orcawarband 

1 Khamdl the 2 Orc-watches 
tastering 1 Ren the Unciean 

1 Mouth of Sauron 1 Uvatha the 

1 Olog-tai Horseman 

2Orequards 4 Whteh-kng of 

4 Orctieutenant Angmar 

Hazord Events 

3 Doors of Night 3: Morgul Nights 

2Fel Beasts 1 Nazpil ore 

‘Lure of Nature Abroad, The 

2Minions Stirs 1 Twaght 

1 Mergu-horse 1 Wile Sauron, The 

Sites 

7 Blue Mountan 1 Lossadan Cam 
DwarFhald 1 Lossadan Camp. 

1 Dead Marshes 1 Minas Tinth 

1 Dunnish 1 Mona 
Clar-hold T Mount Gram 

1 talellond 1 Petar 

1 Edoras 1 Rhosgobel 

1 Henneth Anndn 1 Rivendell 

1 on Hi 1 Ruined Seat 
Dwar hold Tower 

1 Laketown 1 Sam Gonwing 

1 Lonely Mountain, 1 Sean 
The 1 Wind Trane, The 

1 Lénen 1 Woedimen-tav 
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Deck 


Tell me you didn't open those frst few 
packs of Middle-earth and wash for Aragom 
fF Legolas or Frodo, You 


The Company 


either out, break off a smaller party and see 
if you can collect some tings from Goblin 
gate or the Dancing 







Starting Characters & Items 


‘Few up lovin’ these guys, 
50 0f course you'd want to 
play ‘em. Start wath al the 
members of Tolkien’s 
famous fellowship, add a 
fing theme, tass in wolf 
and spider hazards, and 
the Company Deck soon 
becomes worthy of its 
namesake, 


Spire before anyone 
notices. 


= Rings, rings and 
more rings. The only 
way you get mar- 
shalling points with 
this deck is through 
gold rings Furst you 





= The Fabled Fellowship, 
(One of each of our favorite 
churacters, plus Gorfindet 
(you know, the elf who 
saved Frodo's hide ust out- 
side Rivendell) Your wate 
‘ors tart play forstenatir 
in battle (plus Glorfindel’s sage ability), 
though you'l soon want a hobbit or two i 
you start collecting ings—thase comuption 
points add up. 


Bo-cath ons 


* Good ol’ Gandalf. You have two wizards, 
‘both Gandalf. He's essentval to your ring 
strategy; afterall he taps to test god rings. 
‘Gandalf comes out as soon as humanly pos 
sible needed, have Glorfindel use Test of 
Form to transform those regular pieces of 
‘metal into something spect. 




















“The One ing Testo of 


head of toa nng ste 
and play apowerless 
beautilul, far or pr 
‘cous gold ring, then 
you test the thing 
and then—and only 
then—do you put a 
specal sing into play 
from your hand if you 
rolled luckly. I's a long and complicated 
process, but t's rewarding when you get a 
Rng of Nature on a ranger (tap to cancel 
an attack) or the Dwarven Ring of Dunn's 
Tribe on Gimi (tap dwarven bearer to untap 
‘current ste), At an informalon ste, ingle 
will alow you to play & nng out of your 
hand without a rol. 











“Ring sites. All the major sites ae keyed to 
Fings.Immmeciately move to Lénen and then 
spral your way out from there, inching up 
toward the wealth of dragon-quarded ng 
sites inthe Withered Heath region. 


‘+ Wake of War. Your hazard theme s wok, 
spider and animal attacks, with some nasty 
‘men thrown in for good measure Wake 
‘of War gets insane ifyou have two or more 
wolves or spiders attacking Dwar of Wav 
is another complement that should be 
Da _ilayed as a per- 

manent-event as 
soon as you draw it. 


+ The One Ring. Perhapstne greatest asst 
of this decisis aay to get the One Ring 
Into pay. The Ring/simmense. +5 prowess, 
+5 body, ability t0 cancel strikes.-and you 
‘an in in one shot Save your Cracks of 
Doom card for wtien the One Ring surfaces, 
‘ate your way to Mount Doom and toss 
‘the Ring into fires for an end to the age of 
Sauron! Just make sure a comtuption-~sis- 
tant hobbit does the tossing or you may 
find yourself decimated in the worst place 
one plane ig 


1 Boromtr i Vathelas 

1 Glorfindel 1 Elven Cloak 

V Legolas 

Ghoracters & Wirards 

1 Aragorn t) 1 Merry 

1 Frodo 41 Pippin 

2 Gandaits 1 Sam Gamgee 

1Gmii 

‘Cambor Resources & Enhancers 

4 Cracks of Doom 1 Lucky Strike 

2DarkQuarrels 2 Ringlores 

1 Dodge 2 Risky Blows 

‘Favorofthe 1 Test of Form 
Valar 

1 Fellowship 

1 Feng or Three, A 

Morsholling-Poit Resources 

2 Beautiful Gold 1 Magic Ring of 
Rings Nature 

1 Dwarven ing 1 One Ring, The 
ff Durin’s Tribe 3 Preaous Gold 

2Far Gold Rings Rings 

1 Gollum 1 Sera of isidur 

2lesser Rings 1 Shadowfax. 

1 Magic Ring of 1 Tower Guard of 
Courage ‘Minas Tinth 

Hazard Creatures 

2 Ambushers 3.Wargs 

1 Assassin 1 Watcher in the 

1 Creban Water 

1 Giant 3 Woives 

3 Giant Spiders 

2 Slayers 

Hazard Events 

1 Clouds 1 Shelob 

1 DwarofWaw 1 Siege 

2 Lures of Nature 2 Twiights 

2 Muster Disperses 2 Wakes of War 

1 River 

Sites 

Amon Hen Dwart-hold 

1 Bag End 1 Isengard 

1 Bandit Lae 1 Lonely Mountain, 

1 Bree The 

1 Caves of Ulund 7 Lénen 

1 Dancing Spire. 1 Minas Trth 

1 Edhellond 1 Moria 

1 Fdoras 1 Mount Doom 

1 Gladden Fields 1 Rivendell 

1 Goblin-gate 1 Thranduil’s Halls 
1 Irerock 1 Weathertop, 

1 iron Hill 








Fore full isting of our 
(Products & services, turn to our 
World Wide Web Home Pege at: 
www.pjec.com 


FREE Catalogs! 
“__48 Page Gana allege 
Fiera baa 
ty 
"faltered Cards face 73) 
B Tan ory of jones onc) 


Signed, 


SORTS | hives 
& of Magio: The Gathering™, as well as boxes, sats, conventione! and 


[custom-designed decks, 


‘Naw, more than ever, wo are mioving forward to serve you ard fle 3 ) 


fll your reads for the letest, greatest gaming cards and custom ade ~ iy. 

“vantages! And we pride ourselves on our up-to-the-minute pricing 

4 ‘Sid our inhouse experts who can aesiot you with alt your Magic™ 4 
juestions. 


cr 


p____S_Zp__ 
~ Paul & Judy's Coins & Cards 
P.0.Box 409 Dept INO, Arthur, 1. 61011 


We eré currently buying the following singles: rere Legends, 
‘most Arabian fi hd end Antiquities, all discontinued eards fron 


Meo Fri, 8-6, Set. 8-3. 








New York’s #1 Magic Source 


NEUTRAL 
GR@UND 


“The best game club I’ve ever scen” 
Steve Jackson 


Open 7 days a week - Noon until ™” 
All major credit cards accepted 
We buy and sell single Magic cards 


‘We also carry single cards for Shadowfist, 
Wildstorms, Overpower, Jyhad, and others. 


“S NEW -STAR WARS single cards’ 
291 7th Avenue, 9th floor 
(between 26th & 27th Streets) 
New York, NY 10001-6009 
tel (212) 633-1288 
fax (212) 633-0979 
Poe email ideom 


Webpage - http://www.nground.com 
Callus about upcoming NY and NJ tournaments 














DAVE'S DOUGOUT, INC. 


CARDS AN MICS 
We specialize in 
STAR TREK-TNG:CCG 
Starters - Boosters - Boxes - Singles 
Altemate Universé’- Collector's Tins, 
Player's Guides 
COMING SOON: 2 Player game with Spock! 





Now also specializing in 
STAR WARS:CCG 
Take Luke and the crew on their way to defeat 
the Dark Side... or be the Dark Side! 


CALLUS FOR GREAT PRICES OH 
‘MAGIC: THE GATHERING” 


1226 Solano Ave. Albany, CA 94706 
Phone # (510)524-7120 
FAX # (510)524-7182 


E-Mail address: DDougout@aol.com 
All major credit cards accepted 
Open 7 Days Mon-Sat 11-7 Sun 11-6 
We ship anywhere in the United States 











INQUEST PRESENTS: 


The Dress Your Best 


TSR Costume Contest 


One photo could be. 
Aworth $500! | 







Es definition Bad woul 


a 
se oe “i 





Hey, ifs spring—come out of hibernation and put on your 
spiffy new duds, But you con keep the tuxedos, the evening 
gowns ond the wingtips inthe closet. 

‘We wont you to blow the cover girls and caver guys off 
‘the runway by dressing up os your fovorite Advanced 


is & Dragons” character ond sending uso pic- 4p 


ture of who! yau look like! Pick o chorocter from the 
Fargatten Realms” world or the Draganlance’ 5 
world or even thot 2501h-level ronger you've 
Tedircrtnaveateat seul? wnat in 
you! Do yourself up rice, becouse winners il be 

chosen bosed an quolity ond creativity. The 

créme de fo créme con win big! 


"(One winner): One notily dressed reoder 
= will get one copy of everything TSR hos produced 

fram Janory tough Ai of 196! That rer 
wo den books adventures, cord onde, 0 
Resi kictai ladon can 


Second Prize 
(10 winners): 
Ten other shorp-dressed 
readers wil ach recive 0 





pation Bor 


huge!) Everyone who bass 
tokes the time ta send us a picture is o win- 
ner! Just send us a phota of you in your pe 
AD&D" guise ond you'll receive, absolutely ae 
free, 0 pock af Runes & Ruins, the newest 
’ ow 
This manth’s contest is sponsared by TSR, ee 






the poople wha invented ths whole roleplay: 
ing gome thing. 


Fil his sucker ot, otoch ito your photo, putt an envelope od seni to 
Dress Your 
(/a Wizard Press, PO. Box 118, Congers, NY 10920-0118, 


Contest 







ymin tah gh? 


‘Tue Leoauese 


nx apes Wad Ps Sk 
Il ur rene oad 


What? ==: 


ewe mola Po yr many, di 

td yo hen i 

crac onthe ale nye 6347 

mead ntl Oct ep 

‘adh ty sp Ds Ye Bt Cate, oa as, 
0 ter 18 Cones MY 10200118 Be mad epais eo 
edo ced to apy Se ey able ng 

ta vei yt 


sis pss eds Da 
ebm daniel i 


1,184 Meson fl 
feat mes leche 7,199 ado 


sedge udp t Ov Yor bt oe as, 
fad Ps 20 Bx 1, Gq RY YOTDCNB 
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Entry Form 









Deane is May 31, 1996 














Reviewing 
the latest 
releases in 
collectible 
card games 







and that means one thing: baseball And even if those Apa shove 
fare keeping you indoors stead of out on the damon, you 
can enjoy all the exctement of basebal, collectible card game-style 

Donvuss anid NXT Games have released the fst Major League 
Baseball icensed collectible car game, op of the Order. And whe 
the game int exating enough to make Tommy Lasorda qu as 

‘manager ofthe Los Angeles Dadigers, It daes an adequate job of 
translating some baseball strategy mio a calectisl ee game Top 
ofthe Orde recpres base basebal knawledge and rewards those with 
a deeper understanding ofthe game and the athletes who py 
Unfortunately, gamers wh have patted nother baseball 
simulations lice Strat-O-Matic and Mice League fasebol vl find 
‘that Top of the Orde falls short in ullzing the kind of comprehensive satis- 
tical database that excites strategic ce-hards, Pus when you get dawn to 
it this card game simpy sn that excting 

Play begins after each “manager” has selected a lineup of rine play 
ers—ome pitcher, one catcher, ane fst baseman, ane second baseman, one 
‘hid baseman, one shortstop and three outfielders and place them in abating 
order (a desghated itter may be used and inserted i the pitcher's spat inthe bat 
ting order) Fach manager then draws sc cards int his hand. For each new batter, 
both managers draw one card. 

The defensive manager fist chooses a ptch from hs hand based on what's nal 
cated the cards top let corners, and places the card face dawn onthe table. The 
offensive manager then checks the tap nght comers of his cards to const he vr- 
7 ious types of swings from which he may choose, The offensive manager has the 
TOPO tie OrAeT ‘option to steal befare the play s executed and the delensive manager may opt to play 

his infield im before selecting his ptch 

Publisher: Donuss ‘Once a deciion is made, both managers tum ther cards face up to reveal their 
Designers: Duncon Modonll selections To deteamine the result ofthe play, each manager fips the top card of hs 
and WAT Gomes draw deck and consults the color nthe Bottom let commer of the card, Green is 
4 favorable tothe offense, yelowis neutral and eds favorable to the defense. The co 
Genre: Fro Boseba ‘ors are then cross-checked on charts After the result of the at-bat has been determined, 
Release: November 1995 there ae 2 vantety of factors that may have to be Yaken into consideration. Runners 
PPockoging: Deluxe double deck gome set | on base may or may not advance bases an his, ground outs and flyouts, depending 

wihinoB-ardstaterdeds ond ogome | on therm ratings sted on their cards 
Ser alee ack Special Pla” cards ad anather mension to Tp ofthe Orde: One type of spe- 
booster «il play cards Lightning, which is used by fst players to gain extra bases or by @ 
Suggested Reto: S10 perso det; | Gerensive managerto keep siow pers rom gaining extra bases. Raed special lay 
$2.79 por booster pock cards can be used by goad defensive players to take away ahi or by an offensive man- 
: ager to reach base when the balls hi to a weak defersve payer C’Mon Blue and 


fo We wich [ratinas] (ee ite as AN 


ct: you feel those temperatures nsing? That's fight, spring s here, 

















[oreo] 


an choos. 


wings am hich afer anoger 
conde, 





TON OT ANE OVEN edna pestis yu) 


A. The Pitch: Sgifs onecf ne ype of dh unis calor wi he geo 
ies am wih he defesvemonoger sng ods cole. 


E.Teamand Position: bel 


B.The Swing: Sgnies ne of 4 yacon igure his ane aut yours 


FF Player SiiV)sRolespayesin 
«vor of categories wih 0+ (above 


SiH Chectss Thorens ofr average, 0 (verge), rile oe 
rersadvaning erko bass sedina boss, age) 
"dap its nd errorsbosed on the color G.-Bsxts cs wheelers 
cl hocorespnting execute onthe card igh handed ce ended 
Fram the drow pe. H. Throws fer thes ony ln 
© v.Pitch vssuingsRevecs the colswhesher a player itches right-handed 
ret ofan ot bat by cresrndoxing he orkfthondd, 
[me goo 1] 


Manager Argues Call cards automatically negate any card or chart result just played 


Tp of te Orer ss el Waar Logue ball 


dung an at bat. The manager who employs the soundest rategy in wsing thesecards | | eR 


Isthe one who will most likely preva, 
you think this might get tedious, you're right. Once 





Thole shots we sharp end ingasively up t- 


1eups are set and play has | | dle upon rose (ipa the Oe Foe jhe es 


Seu smart fppng car and conten cin, Ad wie sty | | rd Bobby foil mo Bksrere Onl unfora). 


helps, the game comes down to luck: Wil the colors on the cards you fp up help | | sTheganehsile eg ikam qn liad 
or hurt you? | ono 
Whieitis understood that much of what goes nto analyzing baseball talents sub | |» freure t knowl of tbl nd the moje 


jecinve, Top of the Order contains some questionable ratings For example, Troy || bagi lloing fos sais ke exe 
(O'Leary, a part-timer fr the Boston Red Sax who isa mediocre player, has better offen | {lal bygoras 


sve ratings than Seatle Mariners shigger ay Bult, who perernly ranks among 
the league leaders in hom 

recognzed a one of bas 
would have df thrownng out Roseanne Bar: tym to go from ett third on | |B 











‘The gue hos throughly covered al ah bes (on 


juns and runs batted in. Buhner’s throwing arm is also | | glad] nes ice rc eeny 
I's finest, yet Red Sox outfielder Mike Greenwell, who | | pafgane suelo ti auld prsbly ec nore) 


acl gore 


a single has much beter defensive ratings in Tap ofthe Order, kPa eda ere desc tbe 
Sipilarly, Houston Astros second baseman Craig Bigg’, considered one of the i" 
{game's most productive midale wfelders, has batting ratings identical to those of fe- | | JUIN Bal 
tow second basemen jason Bates ofthe Colorado Rockes and Carlos Garcia of the | | Bog 
gore lteves way tos mach to conc and hth, 
Pitsburgh Prates, both average performers. Fo edmch ed 
But.on the othe sce ofthe con thee ae some accurate rankings. Atanta Braves || alam gegen eps eo lp 
picher Greg Macklus, who considered the league's bess probably the bes | ‘Wa taeda les 


pitcher in Top othe Order. And San Francisco Giants superstar Barry Bonds, a peren- 


‘ew uy pyr taupe ey 


‘al AllStar, peraps the bes al-around player in Top ofthe Orr. So the bottom | | fathead nko ple , 


line is that you can use player’ real-ife performances to gauge their prowess in Top 
(of the Order, but you should look closely to find thase charmonds in the rough who 
are not big-name players but can be solid contributors to your tear. 


‘Ha nesses layer regs Cain per- 
sis. 


Index or ele of crt 








By the by, you're best off looking casey for star athletes the booster packs—| | ary oto eng san ee 


starters tend to have few great players. 


= = 


the promised twists in Top ofthe Orde '96, due in June, will adda litle drama 
~ Scott Gramling 





[me uaty] 


hl sci esol gore tt ave it 


‘he nrket over the yes fom the lady Set 
Macao’ comprehen compe ses, Tp af 
"the Oder od may ah es fll at rd 


chlo eo ond bree scsi, ond thee 


ur ht ny gy lysate 
ans Tp ote Os doa re pt te xp 
| ost thereat bal goes tht pede it 


may 19 SMD 4 


* 4 tae one 













Review 
the latest 
i Re ee releases in 
: collectible 


card games 


ave you always wanted to be the bad guy? is 
The Public Enemy" with fmmy Cagney your 
favorite move of al ime? Are you looking for 
a game with elements of action and strategy that 
doesnt take two weeks to leat oF two hours to 
play? Or are you ust tired of deciding to ty a 
‘new game, then realizing that in order to stat, 
‘you'd have to buy two starter decks per person 
before they'd even look att? If any ofthese 
sound familar, you need to play Gangland! 
Gangland a collectible card game onlyin the 
broadest sense af the word "collectible." Why? 
Because everyone shares the same deck, The charac~ 
ter cards that make up your gang and your startng 
hand are dealt to you andamiy atthe start of the game, 
and any further draws come from a common pile. Enhance 
iment modules (booster acs) and expansions willbe aval 
ale, but using them means mixing them withthe cards in 
your care system—enhancing the playing field as a whole, 
not your individual chance of sucess, On one hand, ths makes 
forthe most balanced ply environment possible card games— 
spoilers and overpowered cards may exist, but everyone has the 
same chance to get them On the other, this remaves what sone 
people consider a vital pat of card gaming—-deck constructon. 
‘Yur gang s composed of ve characters, deal to you from the char- 
acter deck atthe start ofthe game. Two ofthese willbe your "boss" and 
his “bodyguard”—the boss cannot be klled unless his bodyguard is out 
ofthe picture Each character rated in three statis: business savy (the 
ality to run and manage a business), musce(¢ combination af toughness and shoot- 
in sil) an loyalty (how tke the mobster is to switch sides. .he dry rat. Savvy 
Sai Piss | is rated from 0 to 2; the others range from 1 to S. There are also characters that pos- 
fap ynranewraier. 25 special abies Scarface allows you to have a sixccard hand instead of five, 
Rea el Las ‘hie Bull enecel sa “rahe gun ara” who gts 1 combat His 
Polishers Crglenbur Limited asa run-oF-the-mil card game, these would be the res; sitstands, they’re the 
Genre: 1970s gangsters ‘ards you most want to getin your inital deal 
Seeinar Hf a character has a igh enough busines savy, be can manage a business or 
; two to launder money Businesses come in three Vanetes: entertainment, food sr 
Release: Februory '95 ‘wice and transportabon, although the more valuable businesses combine categories 
Packaging: Care game system contains 50 | Once a business is put into play, you can assign business bucks to it, as long as the 
ruicir ante WndIZ7 ofan are jymbakson he bck match hse a he bse genera the you have 
hand ful of enterarnment bucks, but only transportation-besed income businesses 
ChOnCey Tere tl in play, you'e stl broke} Theres ako pocket money whichis assigned to a par- 
enhancement madules wil be releosed ‘ocular character and can only be used for actions involving him Once the money 
Suggested Retail: $19.95 farcaresystem; | isin play, you can use to finance gang actives, ke contract murders or spring 
52.95 for enhonceman madles ‘ng pled gang members. 
2 The blood andl gus part—and what would a gangster game be without blood and 


fo Wo vcs fai 


i 
A 
: 
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Tees hc Wet Pinas game wut 
‘geass nd maine Fortune hs gy ger 
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A. Loyalty: Allegan a your mob 
bos, fom 05 (eb, id toke but or 
the goo (get sparking 

B. Muscle: A combination ofough- 
nes and shooting il, hs vl dir~ 
ines ho leva of combat elated cards 
you con ply wi the chro 


€. Business Sanrvy: floxinon 
ruber of business chara on rn 

B. Picture: Gore's mug sol 

EE. Narmeille oy bok ite yourun, 
‘ot e's no. This wl de you in on who 
the hed hs guy 


‘Quis?—comes from assaults and assassinations. An assassination can be 
atternpted by any character against anather gang member and does’ 
requirea card. You need a special atack card (ke a Massacre or a Drive-By) 
to by and knock of a Gang Bos. Attack cards can also provide better chances 
cof kiling a character or the abit to hit several at once. The “rarest” attack 
card ss The Bomb, which can destray a business as well asa character, 

‘The influence of the outside world on the gangs is represented by 
"mandatories'—<called so because they must be played when you draw 
them. Union Strikes can shut down some or all of your business dealings, 
the Police can arrest your gangsters and harass your “family,” and the 
F.B.L and the LS, can get in your face and into your books Because the 
cards themselves indicate whom they must be played upon, these cards 
‘an ruin attempts at diplomacy—al the non-aggression pacts in the world 
don’t add up to much when the player to your hight is forced to discard 
his gang boss. How do you get out of the hot seat when the coppers are 
breathing down your neck? Have a good lawyer on your side .or a judge 
In your pocket They can counter police actions and even seize your oppo- 
nents’ businesses for you (Of course, they can’t do a thing about the 
F.B.L—they don’t call them the Untouchables for nothing.) 

Finally, thereare nformants—snitches, squealers, tumncoats, some of the 
‘more useful cards in the game. They can be used to fall an assassination 
attempt, extort money from an opponent's business (a good idea if you've 
{got a lot of brutsersn your gang but no money men: a greasegun in the 
belly beats an M.B.A)) or causea member of an opponent's gang to defect, 
Including his gang boss! 

There are two ways to win the game You can wipe everyone ese off the 
map, establishing yourself as the King of the Hil. Or, you ean be the ane 
with the most business bucks on the table after two passes through the 
‘events deck The latter is much harder to pull of, as a character with asig- 
nificant amount of bucks may as well have a bul's-eye painted on his chest. 

Gangland! is an innovative game that not only breaks new ground, 
bbut does so without the air of superiority that often eames along wath a 
{good idea. As such, there's very Iitle available to which Ican compare It, 
Its definitely a game to try —Jason Schneid 








letherworld 


el te est Shaft ears wher and packs power punch, Nether: 
rl ever aon turin allan between te Acerca 
Jorrersand the Four Monarchs The uit hopes tocontl thederan 
cf the Nethewortd trough the use oan atc known 2 he Molten Hear 
That's the story behind the set, but and Shadows players wil probably be 
mare interested n how good the cards are. And the answer? you Ted te card 
tin Shadows, ten there's lot of good st that makes this expansion werth 
pcg up 
The core Shots st gave usa sal taste of the two factons of te Nathewerd 
the Four Monarchs andthe mers Wh 3 new Monarch cards an 7 Jaren ad 
ions, Neherverales realty a deck around thee cis Viable po, 
Athough does nteduce any ne aspect to the gume, Netherword expands 
se Vakery of et fle wchlng wy eh parts Ono he preted 
Shad when ist came oUt was the Unban eect of one player Get 
5 tng off to auch beter st. Many casi) Nether tes peralzc a 
Hetiensvorg| on cote tte RVI ERIS 
ier then dota ack Dera read Neon Cr 
Designers: Jae Gara, Rob Heian ond | PO. Sethe xen things about Nethervod that, even though most ofthe best 
Robin D. Lows arn tare there area kt ot reall fy nicnntnerandd cimnorec Nether 
Gonre: Noril Arts fetum an nt tat asec pyerbng random racer om smoked ple 
Wo ply ano oat and ts urcsewcnd 
Set Size: 134 cs you're not interested in making a brand-new deck based on Netherworld, no 
Release: December '95 problem! Most of the cards can easty be integrated into existing decks, including 14 
Packaging: 15 card booster packs ie feng hati. q 
Suggested Reta: $2.45 per puck Overal Nether invoices lt of col new cards wit aninteresting there 
that il sais both testi and the rleplayer— fe Hannes 


Dark 
| Sovereigns 


BRIE pes setingstropen a ts dark and goth spl tented Sts, he 
BN [ ccerisrentes erento he np hetren ae 
fi 


2 
| 
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E Sovereigns, the fist expansion set for Vampire The Eternal Struggle (né Jyhad in 1994), 
escenario mere 
rere Care een ener ay 

[the Justicars, these vampires have a rank of 11 and four votes each 
Peper ele locity oo 
rapenee rina 

Fer let ere ee 
ari (pith cleo geet rr ree ee 
dark soversins (Gi | [eed telentean Aehietakeetetoet nmin percent 
eee etnies 7 eS i eA 

neh ae aa ee 
and White Wl wilco tity of fem { would ater have move ee Cava vrglies 

Designers: Matt Burke, Shown Canes ond | smaller capacities 

nee pei ses ni dps Wa pelny et end ra uy 
Bae eee eee erie 
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Join Wizards of the Coast, Inc. 
as we present qualifier events for the next stop on 
the Pro Tour, the $130,000 Professlenal Tournament 
in Long Beach, CA, May 3-5. 


® Top finishers in qualifier tournaments will be awarded auto- 
matic entry into the Long Beach Professional Tournament. 


© Cool Prizes! ttalian Legends displays, Renaissance boosters, 
French Fourth Edition boosters, Ice Age boosters. 


@ Boost your Duelists’ Convocation rating and compete 
against the top players in your region! 


© Advance phone registration is available at (619) 738-2379. 
Advance sale price is $25’for all qualifier events. 


Current qualier tournaments wall run under the Type i variant format used 
at the first professional tournainent held in New York. Type H variant com 
petition follows all standard Duelists' Convocation rules withthe exception 
tat all decks must contain a Kast five curds fom each ofthe Following ets 
Fourth Edition, Chranicles, Fallen Empiees, ice Age, and Homelands” 


For information call Wizards of the Coaste 
Customer Service: (206) 624-0933 
To register, cali; (619) 738-2379 
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InQuost: Before we begin, 
ve got to ask you something. What's 
with the name? 


Brom: Everybody asks me that first thing. 
Laughs} | guess, from my pount of view, 
that’s always been my name, so i's not 
that strange "Brom" is my last name. 1 
‘grew up an atray brat, and in the army, 
kids have a tendency to call each other by 
their last names. | sill don't know exactly 
‘why itjuststuck. Everybody but my parents 
and my brother call me Brom. Gerald is my 
first name and | think fit a “Brom” better 
than a *Gerald " 

Has painting elways been 

«@ part of your Ifa? 

Absolutely. i's one of those werd things. 1 
don’t know why, but as early as I can 
remember I've been drawang or painting, | 
spent te fist tree years of my le in Japan. 
That probably had something to do with 
‘megetting started, because they/re so vu 
‘over there And then it was on to dinosaurs 
and itjust never stopped. 

Do you remember the very first thing 
‘you ever painted? 

lve actually got a handful of really early 
‘drawings | cid before I started school. And 
beleve for not, ’s the exact dam thing rm painting today. \s 
always been monsters. | couldn't tll you why, but that’s always 
‘been the infatuation: strange crestures and werd fighting beast, 
How tld your family react to ail of this? Painting 
monsters ond bizarre beasts: that’s not your typical 
wholesome entertainment. 

Luckily, | never really thought about i as a kd, but looking back, 
fm amazed at haw tolerant they were. They never sada word. The 
first time I showed my wife some early drawings Idid asa kd, she 
was like, "Oh man! | 
would've taken you to a 
psychuatnst" My dad realy 
liked monster moves and 
ny older brother was really 
into Edgar Rice Burtoughs, 





‘50 whet kind of child 
‘hood dil you have? 
Growing up an ary brat, 
1 prety much moved every three years. So my childhood was 
spent in places ke lapan, Germany, Hawa and several ferent 
states And wile that sounds hike fun, and st was a ot of fun it 
was also, I think, pat ofthe reason | became so focused on art 
Whenever you meved toa new schoo ornew place you wanted 
to be accepted by people. And if you could draw a ite bit bet- 
ter than those people they're ke, "Wow, ths quy can draw" So 
ithelped me make inends 
‘kay, 20 you've always been drawing. But what about 
painting, whon did that come about? 
‘When I got into high school | was eal nto black-and-white stutt 
Jent toa commercial art choo [about a year ater graduating 
from high school] and got interested narbrush and color work 
te wasn’t uatl about sven years ago that really started painting 
‘ith ol That’ something that recommend to most arists—to 
beable to draw fst. You have to be able to put an interesting 
image dovm, then you can learn to render it ater 

we 
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Birth: March 9, 1965, Albany, G 
Ocegpation: Ilustrator 

Base of Operations: Lake Geneva, Wis. 
Vita! Career Mighlighte: Helped create 
TSR’s Dark Sun world; subject of an FPG 


art card set; helped 
‘Guardians; co-desianed and helped 
tlustrate FPG's Dark Age, 





The first time | showed my 
wife some early drawings | 
did as a kid, she was like, 
siatindotsporett. “Ol man! | would’ve taken 
you to a psychiatrist.” 


5 So you've had some formel art 

training. Where wes this school? 
Atte two-year commercial art school in 
Allanta, Ga , and we'll just leave it 
unnamed because really fel so tle cree 
towards it. It was mostly focusing on 
‘mechanical things, the commercial busi- 
‘ness end. They did have a couple of ar 
bbrushstype dasses, but they didn’t have 
‘any drawing or painting classes. it did 
“sharpen me towards professionals and 
help me puta portfolio together, though 
What were some of your first jobs? 
When I was stil 19 school at Atlanta | 
started a lot of commercial work—some 
work in night clubs. But mostly for the 
‘next thre oF four year, | ci straight hard 
core commercial artwork. And | mean 
photo-eal, airbrushed, just the most 
Treacherous product illustration I did a 
couple of logos for CNN at one time, a 
bunch of stuf for Coca-Cola. I must say 
those three or four yeas almost put me 
of from illustration altogether because rt 
was so creatively frustrating. 

I painted a white Dixie cup once for an 
ad and they kept going back and forth on 
whether i should be cool gray or warm 
gray. And I did warm gray. And then they wanted a cool gray. 
‘Then it was cool gray. Then it was warm gray. tf youtlook atthe 
artwork that I do now, and how much fun that looks hke—to sit 
there and ge through that fo a stinking white Dixie cup! 

But eventually did start doing some entry-level comic covers 

{or my saety. Icke a couple for Fist Comics, avery tle unknown 
thing called wight Man, They're not eal memorable and I don't 
want anybody to go look them up, ts just sore early suf. twas 
such a breath of fresh a todo after doing the commerdial art work. 
Where did your career 
‘0 from there? 
‘Alter doing that for about 
three years, | basically 
went through my old 
sketchbooks that | did for 
high school and i’ al ths 
{ur monster type stuf that, 
Vike to do. eatzed that 
somewhere 'd really got- 
ten off track. The commercial art does pay wel, ane when you fist 
start out m the fantasy field it just doesn't pay wel at all so t's a 
hard jump to make 

But | finaly said | have to do this, so | sat down and put 
together a painted parti of several different things—fantasy 
preces, scence fiction, horror. And I started to send the portfolio 
‘out an | got really hick. | sent itto TSR an they just happened 
to need an artist They really lked the stuff and they just hired me 

Its kind of teresting too, because ! was at such a make-or- 
break polit in my career ving i Atlanta, which is pure com 
‘mercial art. Me and my wife were gonna move to New York to 
tty to break into book covers We had the van loaded up and TSR. 
hhad shown interest but they hadn't committed yet. And the day 
‘we were loading up the van, they called. We had already rented 
an apartment in frsey and we were about to dnve off when they 
‘alle up and said, "You have the job!" So we took the van and 
just took another route to Wisconsin [Laughs] t worked out well 
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TSR was a wonderful place to work. Sa much freedom and | 
‘cally got to develop myse as an artist Working around the ather 
atts there—Jeff Easley, Clyde Caldwell, Fred Fields fand later 
Roioh Ruppell—you learned a lot fram each other It was a very 
creative environment, 


How long did you spend with TSR? 
| was there for four yeas, irom 1989 to 1993, and mast af my 


efforts were focused on the Dark Sun word, which was realy fun 
situation Once again, | ee! ke | really lucked into a situation by 
being the new artist and having a new look to my work. They 
Were starting a new world and they didn’t want ito look ike 
their other world thatthe other artists were working on, So | got 
tofocus on Dark Sun, 

was so earl and they had done so ile work that they said, 
“*We really don't have anything to tll you except the basic out. 
line of wit the word is. ust start painting and we'll wte them 
Ina this world" For the first year, withthe roughest guidelines, 
| pretty much just started painting this world. 
$0 TSR was really your First taste of Fantasy. What were 
‘your earilest published fantasy paintings? 
‘The frst couple of pieces I did were for Forgot Reals and those 
ae preces that! hope never surface again, The funny thing with 
TSR s once you da work for them, they own Uhe copyrights, and 
they havea tendency to re-use artwork in efferent places, So usu 
ally wien you do. bad cover five years ago, you never have to see 
‘again. But wth TR, [go inand pick up amagazne ard on the 
bback cover they've sed that painting for an ad. And then peopletl 
500 it and go, "Gee, Brom’skind of last tate bt” [Laughs} 

ich of your works stend out In your mind es the bast? 
There's a painting Id for the Elic anthology [Toles ofthe White 
Wo). Growing up, I read all those Michael Moorcock books. 
That's ove of my favorites 

recently did a painting for Palladium, fora game cover called 
[ght Spawn, Iwas this sort of scary-creature,vixen-ype woman, 
4 very haunting nightmansh prece | tend to like the dark paint- 
ings alot 

‘The other one | kind of ke that | did for White WolF was this 
undead Confederate solder and he’s got his arms crossed with a 





‘gur-in each hand and he's looking very mourntuL 
Sometimes with a painting, it's not how well it looks techni 

cally but is the emotion that comes across And that’s what t'm 

always stfving for 

There seems to be 0 pattern 

with your work as far as themes go, 

{definitely tend towards dark nasty things. Andit’s not really acon- 

scous thing. Whenever | draw something | find myself pushing 

them In that direction. Once again | couldn't exactly put into 

words whi. t's ust an emotional thing, Ifyou can get that “There's 

Something wrong here” feeling across | enjay that, 

‘So what subjects would you say you hate drawing? 

Well the opposite Happy smiley crtoony things are not for mc, 

| cid lot of work on the Guardians project. Lully, [co-designer 

and arfst Keith] Parkinson realized pretty quickly that | did best 

‘withthe undead and spooky stuf, so he gaveme alot of that, But 

that whole game was afte ight-hearted 

How do you prepare yourself to paint? Do you use models, 

photos or other references? 

| try to draw and design as much ast ean out of 

‘my head If get in a bind with muscle can 

nections o strange weapons track down pho- 

tography and occasionally | shoot mode's. | 

‘enjoy hat very much, but offen it’s ust a mat- 

ter of locating the mode! and taking the time 

to shoot somebody. | think what lenjoy most of 

allis when I can draw and paint something trom 

Imagination because it doesn't exist anywhere, 

‘And when | can pull that off it’s really what it’s 

all about for me 

Guardians was not your first experience 

with collectible card games, though. You 

hhad some work In TSR’s Spelfire game. 

People come up and tell me they love 

my work’ Splifreand | always have 

2 question mark on my face because 

atfirst fm tke, "What's Spo 


thing [TSR] didn’t 
even do until | eft 

there W’sone of| 

those cases 

Where they take 

everything that 

you've done and they cut tle pieces out 
lof t and made cards out of it.I was glad 
that they induded my artwork. They have 
‘the artwork, they have the fights tot 
rather they use itthan it stim a drawer 
Wich brings us to your newest 
project, Dark Age. How did you got 
Involved with that? 

fd been doing a lot of work for FPG with, 
‘Guaians. Michael Friedlander kes ry work 
4 Jot and he was interested in going a ct 
ferent route [than Guardlons, alittle bit 
more ofa serious darker route. And know- 
ing how much {'m inte all that stuff, he 
approached me. 

It evolved real slowy It was originally called 
Worfords and it was almost completely differ 
‘ent at that point. Once we came up with 
the name Dark Age, that sort of soffed 











started playing off the name And that’s how it went from being 
dale future world to more ofa theme ofa castle-oriented feudal 
Ssooety 3 dat future landscape You sll havea castle type of men- 
talty and the fighting over the meager resources, but the unusual 
ements you have al this semworkng high technology around, 
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hich makes the visuals alot of fun. You can pretty much throw 
Invany element you want—machine guns or bows and arrows. 

‘My role in this was pretty much coordinating the look and 
feel—everything from the concept and creating the characters 
to myself and Friedlander figuing out what artsts would be best 
for this world and coming up with the rough art suggestions for 
the overall ook 
Did you give the artists a lot of freedom or were you 
pretty specific in what you wanted from each of ther? 

In this case, I called up the artists and gave them basically 2 
‘ough visual outine ust teling them what the wows about. | gave 
them as few limitations as posible left it up to the'r interpreta 
tion as to how they would vew the charactes, not how td view 
it This. a workd where all the leftovers inthe history of man are 
stil laying around. So what we're hopefully gonna have is such 
‘an interesting variety. The few pieces that | have seer have been 
very pleasantly surprising. I's really neat to see haw other artists 
interpret your ideas. 

[For more on the Dark Age game world, see sidebar.) 
Obviously you're real tled up with Dark Age rigft now, but 
do you have eny other projects lined up in the future? 

‘Oh, Heo! What fm doing after Dark Age finally the Brom 
art book t's going to be comung out next Christmas [from FPG]. 
It’s gonna he chock full ofall my favonte pieces The fist haf of the 
book tentatvely called Darkwerks] will be allthe big full-page pant 

3. And the second half wil bea colecton of my favorite cards 

J'm just thnlled that I'm going to get a chance to go 
through—'ve probably done close to 300 cards in the last year 
and a half—all of that and pick out about my 100 favonte and 
put ther up to about hal-page size. Of course, every artist's work 

‘sleaing up to the point where they car finally 
put out an art book I'm so 
‘excited to finally get thisout 
and finally get out what | 
consider my best pieces in 
a nice printed format 
You seam to be pretty 
set for the Immediate 
Future, Gut what about the 
Jong term? Is there enything besides painting thet you 
hope to eccomplish? 

‘Wwe had 2 one-track mind my whole fe | love to paint, And 
fm doing realy just exactly what want ight now. The only way 
itcan get better is that | would ke to do a lite bit of writing, So 
hopefully one day Hl be able to wate and lustrate my cwvn book. 

That would be great 
Why the Interest In writing? 

“The obvious thing isit's in there and wants to come out just 
‘ike with painting, there's a desie to create. spend so much time 
fon the visual end trying to create all sorts of emobons with the 
visuals that when I do sit down trying ta write I get to focus on 
‘creating that emobon with another medium. Sometimes I can 
hit areas thas I wouldn't have hit with just a painting, 
‘Speaking of pointing, one last question; Any advice for el 
those budding ertists out there? 

Draw all he trme Focuson drawing Whenever people come 
upto tell me, "What ean I da to be more successul,” | aways 
ny to advocate a focus on drawing, Ifyou can learn to draw, the 
rest s easy to lear ~o 








WING COMMANDER! 
CAN'T FINDIT ANYWHERE! 


GAMERS, IF YOU CAN'T GETITFROM YOUR FAVORITE STORE, GO DIRECT! 
EMAILS AT GUARDIAN@MAG7.COM, WEBS AT HTTP://WWWMAGZ.COMOR 
WRITE TOUS AT MAG FORCE 7, POBOX 1106, WILLIAMS BAY WI5319 1. 


RETAILERS, YOUCAN GET THE HOTTEST SPACE FIGHTER GAME INHISTORY 
FROM THESE FINE DISTRIBUTORS: 
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GAMEMASTERS 
(Formally S&H House of Cards) 
1-800-922-7441 
(901) 365-6191 Fax: ax: (901) 365-621: 365-6215) 
COLLECTABLE CARD GAMES! 
WE CARRY THEM ALL!-— 
SINGLES! for the following games: 
Magic - DoomTrooper - Star Trek - Rage 
Guardians - Overpower - Shadowfist 
The Crow - Redemption - Star Wars 


ROLE PLAYING GAMES 
TSR - White Wolf - Shadowrun 
Star Wars - Palace Middle Beth 


WE CARRY IT ALL!!! 
CALL US FOR BEST PRICES! 
_CALL FOR FREE CATALOG! 


[No Cancellations on Pre-Paid Pre-Orders. 
85.00 shipping & handling on all orders. 








Star Taha 
Star Trek: TNG 


Alternate Universe 
sseneeeeeee nd More! 
V Starter Decks W Singles 
V Booster Facks W Sets 
No matter where you are... 
We're your local dealer! 


£0 Box 751 
Deerfield, IL GOO 
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847-945-304 /F ax 
skyfiit@ingeraccebe com 
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“Netrunner is very different from Magic: The 


Gathering,” says Richard Garfield. “Those who try 


it can expect a very different play experience. 


‘And he should know. Having created 
Magic, the smash hit fantasy collectible 

game, Garfield ys adding Netrunner, 
‘new science fiction CCG, to his credit, 
Due in Apa fr rds of the Coast, 
Netrurners cyberpunk warfare at its dirt 

Virtual realty hackers meet megapow- 
erful corporations na dreary future svar 
to that of the flm "Blade Runner." 

"was a cyberpunk fan before | began 
the projec, which cetanly made me 
siasbc about the game,” Garfield states 

Though he says his personal percep- 
‘ons of cyberpunk n greatly flu 
enced by novels, ranging from Willam 
Goson's Neuromancer 
manly on R. Talsorian Games’ Cyber 
2020 roleplaying game Cy 
provided Garfield with a found: 
which te build without resticing his 
ration of the overall world of cyberpunk 

"One reason | wanted to work with R 
Talsonan Games s that theirworldis very 


fiexible,” Garteld explains. Netrunner is 
driven by the same general cyberpunk 
engine beneath the hood of Cyberpunk 

120, but es not bound by player precon: 
cepbons to the same extent as games 
based on rigidly predefined source mate 
al tke StarTrek, Midale earth or Star Wars 


PLAYING THE GAME 


eld designed his ame around the 
Interaction between Netrunners (wh 
primitive 20th century types call “computer 
hackers") and the huge, powerful Corpo- 
rations that influence, & nat control, neaty 
ery aspect of ein the 21st century world 
of Cyberpunk 2020 
ctween Netrunners and 
‘only smal part of the RPG, tt gave Carlile 
‘oxactly the expenence he wanted for his 
“really wanted a heacto-head game 
with conflict and mystery, which ed to the 
‘current design,” he comments 
‘Asin Magic, each Netrunner player uses 
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Hetero “Troe Set 


his own deck of cars. However, the Cor 
[poration player's deck and the Netrunner's 
deck are constructed from diferent card. 
sets, As well, the Corporation and the 
‘Netrunner play toward separate goals and. 
usesomewhat diferent rules. 

Each players tum is composed of four 
actions that can be spent in a variety of 
ways A player can draw 2 card, pay a card, 
drawa itor spend abit Gr Netranner, 2 bit 
is a un of dectronic “currency” simla to 
bloadin Vampire). Wine the Netrunner has 
free choice of how his actions are spent, the 


(Corporation player must always draw a card 
23s his ist action 


As play proceeds, the Corporation lays 
lout cafds in a face-down array. Some of 
these cards represent objectves onthe Cor 
poration’s udden agenda. Others repre 
Sent various pieces of hardware or software 
sed to prevent the Netrunner from: 
ing objectives dunng a netrun on the Cor- 
poraton's data fortress 

Each agenda ftem has two numeric vak 








ues, One represents ve difficulty of Ure other aspects ofthe gare 
‘objective as measured by the number of — arto enchantments n Magic "A Corporate 
bits the Corporation player must play on player might have Kidnapping a genetics 
that cardin order to considerit “advanced”; specialist on her agenda, which might give 
the other represents "Victory points." The two victory pons and have a difficulty of 
Corporation can win by advancing seven three bits,” Garfield explains, “I'this objec- 
points! worth of objectives, while the tive advanced, it might also make the 
Netrunner can win by revealing seven Corporate player’ future scientific endeav. 


“Imagine a world in which your 
girlfriend’ gleaming silver cyber 
netic arm could make a fashion 
Statement provide a means to jack 
into her computer for a day al the 
virtual office or house a concealed 
missile launcher: quite likely. it 
does all three” 


points’ worth of objectives through suc- ors easier.” Of course, if the Netrunner 

cessful ‘runs, reveals this objective before itis advanced, 
In additon to scoring victory paints, he gets the points and the bonus effect. 

agenda tems advanced orstolen canatfect Other victory conelitions are keyed to 








thearount of ardsthatcan behedin the 
payer’ hands and care-drawing condi 
tions. As wel the Corporation can win by 
*fatrng,"okting the Netrnner. "The 
game isnot about krocking out the Run 
re says Gait, "Bt that specter hangs 
verte Runner throughout the game.” 

The Corporation ean damage the 
Netrunner by sending a power surge 
‘through the Netor sending a squad oft 
men (othe Netrunn’ lation. Before 
tthereanhappen, though the Corporation 
rmust"tag" the Nerunner through aseres 
of taces, and anya worth is rial 
salt wont let this happen easy 

Electr shocks ane relents assassins 
are not, however, the worst nastiness a 
‘Corporation can cause: Under the night 
condos, he can even dhert an aster. 
‘oxfom ts path and send hurting 
{oval the unsuxpecing Netaine 
thanks to a card appropriately 
named | Got a Rack 


TRE GROUNDWORK 


Garfield began to conceptualze 
the game dynamicsfor Netrunnerin 
late 1994, While the act of netrun- 
ring was central to the design of the 
game, hisonginal translation of the 
experience into a CCG differed sig- 
nificantly from the final version 

“ongnally, wanted each player 
to.be a Runner playing agannst a sn- 
le, Shared Corporate dec,” Garfield 
recalls, ‘Runners would have com 
plete freedom to buld ther own per- 
sonalized decks, whereas the 
Corporate deck would be fry tan- 
dard, constructed from a pre-estab. 
lished set of recommended cards 
Instead of competing head to head, 
‘the players would have cooperated 
to an extent in their assault on the 
Corporation's data fortress. 

This early conceptualizatton of the 
game stemmed not so much from 
Garfield's study of Cyberpunk 2020 a it 
db from his famiarty with cyberpunk as 
‘asubgerwe of sence fiction. In many pop- 
Ula cybertales such as “Bade Runner” and 
the "TekWar” television series, powerful 
corporate entites are set up as the villains. 
‘Runnertype characters acted as techno. 
Davids confronting industrial Goflaths. 

‘Aithough this dichotomy worked for 
‘mass entertainment, tt didn’t quite cut it 
a5 far as game play was concerned. “I 
didn’t care for the direct interaction 
between the players" says Garfield. Since 
netrunning 1 essential a soltary exper 
fence, gWving the players the chance to 
communicate and make decisions based 
‘on each other's acbons took away some 
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the sense of a single individual cush- 
Ing the electronic battlements of a huge 
corporate threat. 

‘As well, while this original design 
Contributed to the image of the Corpo- 
ration as an emotionless anonymous 
entity, It seemed too lifeless. “A deck of 
‘ards 1s no substitute for a real oppo- 
nent,” notes Garfield. 

What's more, Garfield found that much 
of the hardcore cyberpunk fiterature was 
not true to the simplistic blackandi:wtite 
View ofthe conflict between Corporation 
and Netrunner. There is precous kite obvi- 
‘us distinction between good and evil in 
the world of eyberpunk Garfield is quick 
tp point out that a corporation could be 
involved in envaronimentaly beneficial pro 
jects such as marine ecology whereas a 








‘Runner might just be a plan old thie, 
out to steal whatever he can and sll itt 
the highest bidder. 

The Corporation vs. Netrunne design 
emerged in March 1995 asa result of 
rmonthsof playtesng using cut-out blocks 
of computer-pnnter text stuck to 3-by-5 
nate cards. The Netrunner rues then went 
through tree sets of rvsions before beng 
finale in late August While the fon's 
share of the design responsibity was 
Cartels, WotC worked closely with R 
Talsorian to ensure that the game 
remelned true to the vison and atmno- 
sphere of Cyberpunk 2020. 

AR Talsonan’s Craig Willams assisted 
‘withthe evaluation of the Netunnerdesign 
and partiopated in he play-esting which 
took place atthe 1995 Game Manuioc- 





turer's Association convention, Part of 
Willams’ role was to suggest modifica 
tions to the design and correct inconsis- 
‘tence with Cyberpunk 2020. 

‘Ast tumed out, he didn’t have to work 
Upto much ofa sweat. "Therules system 
‘overall was very smooth, with changes 
“amounting moslly to wardings an cards,” 
he explains. “For what the game simu- 
latest does it very well” 

The succesful simulation ofthe netrun- 
ning experience was very important to 
the folks at R Talsonan because of the 
potential Netrunner has to add a new 
dimension to Cyberpunk 2020. As Busi 
ness Manager Lisa Pondsmith points out, 
petrunning tends o stall the action of the 
PG since it requires alot of mathernat- 
cal calculation. Moreover, the actual ‘ran 





nly involves one person, leaving the rest 
‘of the gaming group to sit and watch, 

‘We've always envisioned Netrunner 
asa simplified version of the netrunnng 
system that isin the gerne,” says Willams. 
That could mean a level of symbiosis not 
previously achieved between RPGs and 
‘CCGs: When a Cyberpunk 2020 ‘run takes 
place, the Runner andl the game re could 
play tout usng preconstrucied Netrunner 
decks, “Our audience Is realy looking for- 
Ward to it” says Pondsmith 


COMPUTER AGE ART 

Wile Gael was busy trkering with 
the game design in the spang of 1995, 
personnel at WotC and R. Talsorian 
launched into producing the look of 
Netter Thereof art rector at WoC 





Daler Ein 


‘was something of a hot potato andl even- 
‘ually fell nto the hands of Craig Hooper. 

“When Icame into the project, it was 
‘and of ina mix, though mast of the art 
had already been assigned," Hooper 
‘explains, “I was the clean-up crew.” Pro 
duction of the Netrunner artwork con- 
‘unued through the summer of 1995, anc 
the game was gven isis play-test wath 
color cards in August 

Wizards of the Coast contacted artists 
all over the world, many of whom hack 
worked on other CCGs such as Mag, 
‘Shadowist and Vornpre. Arusts were pro- 
vided with names and brief descriptons 
ofthe cardsbutne rigid guidelines about 
the look of the cards 

However, there were some technical 
requirements: Any images representing 
the inner workings of the Net had to be 
rendered va computer, and the prefered 
medium for final artwork, regardless of 
‘ginal medium, was electronic, "What's 
lunigue about Netrunner's that much of 
the art Was suismtted as computer files,” 
says Hooper. 

For veteran CCG artist Doug Shuler, 
‘Netrunner posed an exciting opportunity 
{and an mtrguing challenge. As a cyber: 
ppunk fan as well as a Cyberpunk 2020 
player, he was thrilled to be part of the 
project. “I've always been intrigued by 
\etual realty,” Shuler says, “anc Fen really 
Into computers.” 

When he received his original assign 
ment of 10 Netrunner cards (he ended 
up doing more), Shuier plunged head 
long into cybercreatvty. "Iwent out and 
bought a bunch of books and new satt: 
ware and spent hours learning about 
compniter graphics,” Shuler says. 

Of the 21 card illustrations Shuler 
‘eventually produced for Netrunner, 18 








were fully rendered on computer As Fis 
[primary software, Shuler used Ray Dream 
Designer with fnal touching up done in 
‘Adobe Photoshop 

‘The advice he received from WatC 
was fay straightforward. "| was told to 
go see a couple of movies," he explains 
*For extenors, ‘lace Runner, since ithas 
the perfect mood of griminess ancl dark 
ness For Net scenes, ‘Johnny Mnemonic’ 
and ‘Lawnmower Man." 

Impressed by the visuals inthe films, 
Shuler tred hard to capture the kinetic 
lenergy of cinematic cyberpunk. "The 
‘ards are jst still phatos of images that 
translate better in motion,” he explains 


Miroech AInerfoxe 
“although I haven't seen the final ver 
sions of any ofthe cards, 'm hoping that, 
after they are in print, they retain the 
cyberpunk feel” 
David Ackerman-Gray, R Talsrian’s 
ar director forthe Netrunner project, was 


charged with ensunng that Netrunners 
ook meshed with that of Cyberpunk 
2020 and other cyberpunk work. “We 
‘wanted visuals that were grity and high- 
tech," he says, "but defintely futunstic, 
not contemporary ” 

‘Ackerinan-Gray reviewed art by 
Shuler and many others, including Mark 
Tein, James Higgins, Pete Venter and 
‘Anson Maddacks. He enjoyed the pro- 
cess "Working with the Wizards of the 
‘Coast art team was very pleasant Given 
the amount of material and time con= 
straints, they've been able to produce 
some beautiful work” 


ORIGINS OF TRE NET 


Imagine a world in which your airk 
friend's gleaming silver cybernetic arm 
could make a fashion statement, prowe 
a means to jack to her computer for a 
day at the virtual office ot house a con- 
cealed ussite launcher, quite Nkely, it 
does all three. The world of Cyberpunk 
2020, R Talserian’s most popular RPG 
and the foundation on which Garfield 
butt Netunner, depicts just this A setting 
in which the colision of high-tech com- 
puter electronics and lowsfe gutter sur 
means the law of the junle—survval of 
‘he fttest—apples to rich and poor alke. 

‘The game's roots are mn Ge of the 
‘mast recent and popular scence fiction 
trends cyberpunk, a violent supertech- 
nical not-so-dstant future fst postulated 
by author Wiliam Gibson in Newromancer. 

















That book and its sequels, Count Zera.and 
‘Mata iso Overcinve explore the Net, the 
dangerous yet seductive world created 
by the expansion and evolution of the 
Intemet. This vison has been transterred 
to the big screen in fms such as "The 
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‘The Hidden Agenda 


le ‘hs reses chum out Hetrunne decks, Wizards ofthe Coos is pro 
viding on dportnity for us Netsures to gt fost of te ‘runing 
cexparionco before the card it the mark. 

“"Webrunner: The Hidden Agenda fis} an antine contest in wihich 
you wil ocuolly assume tho tole oF a ‘Runner and hack your woy| 
‘through o series of puzzles that represent the defenses of e Corpora. 
‘ion’s dota fortress,” says Jean Flynn, morketing manger for Wizards 
caf the Coast. “Every time you salve « puzzle, you got « che which 
cracks a cade gate that gives further aress to the Hidden Agenda.” 
The Webruner cress not a comlte simula of the game but 
ws dasignad 1a give the Fol of what i's Bika tobe w Runner. “Wo 
wat o buid excitement about cyberpunk and, in doing so, got peo- 
plo exe about Hetrumer,” Flyin sys. 

A you're the first person to hock your way thraugh to the Hidden | 
Agenda, you'l get «fot mare Han a big vl Fst prize sa bigh- 
‘re loptog compris worth approximately $4,000 no one makes 
ite the way through, th person who advances furthest wile dered 
the winner; a randam drawing vill be held in the event of o tie. Five 
second-place winners will eoch receive 26,800-boud modems. Over 
Origins convention in Fort CCC audience out inlaid 
Worth, Texas. ere,” says Pendsmith, \Webrunner was gragitimmed by Tim Thamas‘ond the Wizards of 
a ateteemmceer ety snr etl coy 
Signs of any slowing of the tor, CRU ett oekene eee Leen pe 
ea eeomeinemmmnttatmmenegem,'SslleStie saison wthapent 
‘intriguing, particularly since become lost in the flood. MUMMIES IOUS GRU LL Rg 


Mize Pondsmith, presidentand “Cyberpunk 2020 succeeded MRR EE Eee et Eale ete cat 
founder of RT because found an unexplc > 
{and y ), niche, and we've done the tobe beautiful’ 
been toying with the same wth Netrunne,” Pond Me eA Lone en eee 
doing a noncollectb\ smith adds 

years previously. Garfield hasset the bar high aia browser: The promotion wllcon be weed righ 

and R for Netunerand sao cont MAES ees et oot aa ea 

Taksonan met agan atthe 1993, i ; 
ere ee see tpt pho mn 
nner development began soon ‘eady 10 “ua! 
iter that Accarding to Pond- ek Skin 
smth, “Garth wanted to 
do a Net-type game and fel 


punk 2020 would be the Tac ie a 3 
ideal venue since it was the fst Jang standards, “I’m very = 
RPG in the genre pleased with it. Every ti ' 
iy, relrwigortad” ‘ 0 
GARFIELO'S GAME 
















































Ovo Sole 


With the game about to 
debut, both companies hope 
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‘Presents 


Professional Gaming 





Radisson Hotel 


Atlanta, GA 


Resnctions Apply, be sure to write for complete details to NAPG PO. Box 6585 Athens, Georgia 30604. fax (706) 
549-8819 There will bono reeistration atthe door for the Magic pro tournaments Pre-tegistered entries only 








[@] NAKED 
POWER 
| MAGIC 


Boxes, packs, and singles: 








Specinizing in forehan 
versions of Magic: 

Legends, Dark, Fallen Empires 

3rd Fdition Revised allan Legends 





Antiquities, Dark, Revised 
& lee Age Sets 4th Baton 


Spanish Black-Border 


Alpha, Beta, Unlimited, Arabian Nights, Antiquities Singles 
For Orders Call 1-800-445-1179 


4853 Cordell Avenue, Bethesda, MD 20814 USA. 
Teli (301) 654-5314 Faxt G01) 654-5815, 
‘emul erpx80a@prodigy.com 
Call for pricing and current availability 
All major eredit cards accepted 








TROLL AND TOAD INC. 


WE STOCK EVERY 95% OF 
ALL SINGLE MAGIC CARDS 


WE WILL BEAT ANY MOST 
PRICES: 


WE BUY CARDS 
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THE LEADERIN...... 


MAGIC the Gathering 


‘Also available all Singles, 
Sets, Packs, Boxes, Cases 


ALPHA 
BETA 
UNLIMITED 
REVISED 
ARABIAN NIGHTS 
ANTIQUITIES, 
LEGENDS 
DARK 
FALLEN EMPIRES 
ICE AGE 
CHRONICLES 
HOMELANDS 


GUARDIANS 
DRAGON DICE 
REDEMPTION 
SHADOWFIST 

STAR WARS 

MIDDLE EARTH 





WE HAVE THE CARDS 


BEST SELECTION! 
BEST PRICES ! 
BEST SERVICE! 





TING, 6113 Clark Center Ave, Sarasota, FL 34238 USA 


CALL Anytime (941) 927-8398 
Fax Orders (941) 927-9495 
E Mail : TNCMAGIC@gate.net 


MINIMUM SHIPPING & HANDLING $4.00 
We accept checks and money orders plus Mastercard, 
Visa, American Express and Discover 
We ship Worldwide - Ovemite service is available 
We Buy-Sell-Trade 


Prces are subject to chang 
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Alpha-Beta-Unlimited Singles 
‘Ancestral Recall e 
Bers 
Black Lotus Arabian Nights Singles 
Biaze of Glory ‘Al from Cairo 
‘Camouflage 
Ghaos Orb 
‘Consecrate Lands 
Copper Tablet 
Dwarven Demolition Team 
False Order 
Forcefield 
Gauntlet of Might 
{oe Storm 
ley Maniputator ‘Old Man of the Sea 
Miusionary Mask Pyramids 
lewisibilty fing of Mane Reeve 
Iron Claw Ores Y 
Jade Statue Singing Tree BUYING 
Lich Antiquities Singles SELLING 
Moxes Argivian Archaeologist 
Natural Selection ‘Ashnod's Transmogrant 
Paionic Blast Candelabra of Tawnos 
Raging River Mishra's Workshop 
ee Urza's Avenger 
waddle 8 
‘Two Headed Giant egends amen ae 
Tae ‘All Hallows Eve fesall the 
iene var Dakkon Blackblade STAR WARS 
Ward Eureka Customizable 
pf Commend Firestorm Phoenix ‘Card Gane 
Gravity Sphere 
Living Piane 
Master of the Hunt and all 
Mees Convers STAR WARS 
Nore Vaal licensed products 
Recall 
Reverberation 
Sword ofthe Ages We Sell 
The Abyss an Pat 
Underworld Dreams We Buy. Cte 
THE NATIONAL COLLECTOR 
Popular Licensed Collectibles 
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STAR WARS-STAR TREK- THE SHADOW 
BARBIE-G.|.JOE-DISNEY-WARNER BROS. 
SUPER HEROES-NIGHTMARE BEFORE XMAS, 
‘CARTOONS-TV-MOVIE MEMORABILIA 
POSTERS-RARE COINS-ANIMATION ART 





‘TOYS-PREMIUM RINGS-CHARACTER WATCHES 































Guardians is a spatial game, 

not unlike Chess. Your 

shields act as your pieces, 

moving your creatures 

around a three-by-four 

“board.” When your shield 

meets an opponent's 

shield, combat occurs. The 

winner's shield and its suraving creatures stays 

(on the space and the loser's shield with its sur 

viving creatures retreats to a faendly space. 
Guardians has some great card combos 

(try Embryonic Witch and the Djinn) but 

relying too heavily on them can be a big 

Inistake, For the most part, ane needs a 

theme to assure success. Don’t be sur- 

prised if you end up putting undead crea. 

tures with your Angels or Schneebles 

‘with your Giants as you work backward 

to support your deck’s theme, 


The Basics 


Guarésans has three phases, each with 
its own deck-construction considera 
tions. 

The Draw and Organize Phase: During this 
phase, creatures and shields are placed inte the playing area, 
Remember that a shield can only hold 30 vitality points, and 
lowvitality creatures allow you more secondary attacks and 
make your shields harder to kil, Also, more jow-vitality crea 
tures should result in greater card draw during the game. 
Powerful creatures are great In play, but il you can’t get 
them out you could go down in defeat 

The Movement and Combat Phase: During this 
phase, players draw = A 
up-cards, move SUK OFTHE UH, TREE OF THE EST “ 
shields and fight com- WINGS ABOUT cuAauts 
bats. Since Guardians 1 
1s a spatial game, if 
you can affect an 
opponent’s move 








ment, you can often | PUBLISHES FPG 
eal the game in UISIGIER: Kefth Parkinson 7 > 
ae: Ter 


play. Lots of people af 
overlook this aspect 
ef play, concentrating 


on kiling, but spels | yes EHL:'S898 por starter; 


® and items that affect '$2.79 per booster 
1 movement can give 











you the edge 
Spells and items in the combat portion often take the 
place of a command creature. This is important, as with 
these spells you can free up more creatures for primary 
and secondary attacks. The drawback of using a spell for 
a command card instead of a creature is that the spells ds- 
‘carded after being used, while a creature can Ive to fight 
another day. 

Bribing creatures, using either gold, 

beer or babes, 1s one method of taking 
Certain creatures out of combat without 

actually fighting them. The problem 
here is trying to match your bribes to 
‘your opponent's creatures, This strategy 
‘works well against specific “hose” cards that 
might upset the game 

My advice: Bnbe if you're going for the quick 

win, hold back im a slower deck. Bribes work wall in 

‘conjunction with small creatures, protecting 
“Un SHOULDA Ta HA them against annoying creatures with area- 

THAT TAO DO YOUTH oFeffect attacks. 

COMDUSE OUR TOLER” The Terrain Phase: The 
type of terrain you want isn’t 
always obvious, It’s clear what 
terrain to choose if you're play- 
Ing a Slag Beast deck, but in other 
circumstances your choice Is 

tougher. If you use flyers, spires, 
which adversely affect flying crea- 
tures, are right out. Ifyou use ranged. 
attacks, woods are likewise not a good 
choice. However, if you want to lent 
the effects of creatures with those abiltes, 

these are obvious terrain choices, 
Multipurpose terrain/shield 

cards pose an interesting prob: 
lem. By having dual-purpose 
‘cards, you will rarely find your- 


GUARDIANS Card Dissection 


‘A. Name: The name. the beastie you just summoned, 

B. Creature Size: Lets you khow how big your creature is = 
Small, Medium or Large, 

. Flight Abiity: An “F" indicates fying ability 

D. Vitality and Up-Card Number: This number lets you know 
the power of your creature. It also tells you which creature 
goes first. 

, Shield Cost: Instead of the Vitality, this number is used for the 
30-point shield limit. 

F. OfF-Color bonus: The number in this box 1s added to your 
‘creature's Vitality when it fights another creature with the 
same color border as n the box. 

G. Bribery Weakness: What Bribery cards can send your crea. 
ture bask to the Creature Pen. (Babes. .Ws-hooool) 

1H. Creature Class: Lets you know what type of creature you jst 
summoned 

‘Send Channeling: The number here indicates the amount of 
Vitality your creature can send to another creature 

|. Receive Channeling: A green bar mdicates that your creature 

‘can recewe channeling; ree means ftcan‘t 










self wanting either a shield or terrain, 
but as they are easier to defeat, only 
advanced players can handie the 
strategy needed to protect them. In 
‘along game, these vulnerable shields 
wil fall to a shield-killng player. 

In Guardians, any card may be 
used asa terrain card by burning one 
power stone. But nat only do face- 
down terrain costa power stone, they 
don’thave any extra abies. Normal 
‘teirain cards tend to give some bonus, 
either restricting a card (Ike spires or 
woods) or enhancing a card (such as 
Slag Beasts in Dry Heaps). 


How Do You Want to Win? 


There are three ways to win in 
Guardians: by killing enough shields, 
by controlling enough lands and by 
killing a Guardian, I's important 
before playing to consider what kind 
of victory you're going for. 

Shield Kilt: The object 1 to elect 
five of your opponent's shields. This can 
be slow to develop, as you must gen. 
erate enough shields of your own of 
suicient power to defeat five oppas- 
ing shields. This most resombles lassie 
combat. You want to concentrate on 
good combat cardsin this deck Good 
‘cards: Kasmir’s Bitz, briberes and some 
movement spells. Try using Death, 
Super Model, Merchant, Rik Sook, 
Infemo, Swarm, Petrfied Heart and of 
‘course Farmer Brown 
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Ths deck doesn't have too many 
‘ares (although at this writing, the rar~ 
ities for Bagger isle weren‘t pinned 
‘down, This deck has proven powerful 
against some very experienced pley- 
ers and decks. Its losses came from & 
very fast shield/terrain deck and an 
‘equally fast swamp deck, 

“This deckhhas three main objectives: 

1. Stop my opponents from 
‘channeling white allowing my crea 
tures to receive channeling. This is 
why included Power Lunches, 
‘Ogres, Smoke Spieits and Rik Sooks, 

2. Stop flying. Thus the Khnu- 
milan Stronghold, Spires and the 
Spikey Crenclations. 

3, Stop ranged attacks. This Is 
why I included the Smoke Spirits 
and Schneebolts. 

‘So what about all the other junk 
the deck? 

Force Barriers, Pepe's Slow 
Down: | aways take afew movement. 
oriented spells. They’te so useful 

Dispel Magic: Like tittle pieces of 
gold, each and every one. 

Vitales Dark Cloud) ‘This will help 
‘weed out some little guys before my 
mechurn-vitality Ogres hit the table, 

Gold Bribery. This deck fas some 
‘prablems with some of the quikier 
‘command cards and with litle guys, 
Which tend to be susceptibie to gold. 

‘Oppressed Slaves and Andel of 
Death: This'l get me some stones if 
the game drags on. 

aly Wart Fendt: Ogres tke babes, 
but not as muchas these valy dudes. 

Cleric: Most of my creatures ate 
mortal, but with the aid of @ healer, 
they become nigh wel invinerable- 

Razor Sliphy As long asa) in 
the Spires anyway. 
‘Caring Guy: Helpful to all 
the mortats in my deck 

Great Black Ri'shar: | 

need a few area-of effect 

cards, and since this one ss 
‘mortal, It fits. ft also allows 
me a chance to surprise » 
‘Guataian anc kl ie wath the fy 
Ing Ry'shar and a Pawer Lunch. 

Captain Hannibal Hawks: A 
good card, especially when used in 
conjunction with the spelt War, i.e, 
move, retreat, attack with another 








‘shield before your opponent can rein | 
force, ill shield. P 
Lancer twas looking for a ereatire 

tp take care of some af the bigger crea- 
tures in the game like Dragon Wing 
‘Lords. Since the Clerics can heal him, 
‘wanted to stick a mortaj with thisjob. 
By the way, ve come really close to 
‘running out of cards in two games, so 
the size of the deck can be beefed up to 
‘accommadate. One thigh also want to 
include a Hammer of Doom of two to 
slow dow some of those really fast decks. 
Luke Peterschmict 


Starting Cards 
(coding Hatha 
Stronghold: Khnumian 


_ Essentials F 

‘Shields: 7 Normal Brom's Angelis | 

3 Brom’s Angelic Shild/Lands 

1 Brom’s 13-point Angefi? 
Standard Bearer ! 

Terai 5 Spires 





' Dispel Magics : 
1 Force Barer 
2Gold Bribenes q 
| 1 Oppressed Saves i 
1 Pepe's Slow Davin j 
2 Power Lunches ki 
1 Spikey Crenelations } 
| 2Vitales Dark Cloucs 
1 War | 
q 


4 
Creatures 
2 Ancient Ogres 
Angel of Death 
4 Captain Harrubal Hawks i 
1 Caring Guy 
3 Ceres 
| 2Great Black R’shars 
+ Slee Ogres: } 
2 Lancers 
3 Polar kee Ogres 
2 Razor Siphs 
3 Rk Saks f 
2 Schneebolts 
3 Smoke Spirits , 








| 3 Warty ends 
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Disputed 
Land Vietory: 

But you don’t 
have to kill any- 
one to win. The 
‘most cammon beqin- 
ner victory condition 


is controlling six undisputed lands. 


This Is achieved when a shield lands on 

a space without a land card under it A 
good strategy here involves loading up on spells that 
protect lands, as well as terrain-enhanced creatures. 
Good cards: Force Barrier, Channelers, Pestilence, Hand 
‘et Chronas 


nd Vitales Dark Cloud. Good creatures 
include Mules, Lying Scum, Lawyers (along with Bruce 
the Goose—ouch!) Djinn and class bonus creatures 
(Knights, Slag Beasts and so on). 

Guardian Kl; This isa fast, hard-hitting deck, with 
emphasis on an all-out kil. Channeling works well here; 
bniberies to. You'll need al the firepower you can get your 
hands on in order to take out a Guardian! Good cards: 
Energy Eater, Force Baier, Work Crew, Briberies, Amulet 
of Fying, Channeling Flux, Potions of Movernent, Essence 
and Power Lunch. Your creatures should include Dragon 
Wing Lords, Greater Eneray Elementals, Mist Velers, Smoke 
Spints, Rik Sooks, Ugly Wart Flends (watch out for Babe 
B8nbenes) and Channelers. 

Various things to keep in mind as you create a dec 

‘The biggest thing to remember when designing a deck 
Isbalance. A lopsided deck may take afew wins from unsus- 
pecting opponents, but more often than not it will lose 
Try to include both high- and low-tality creatures, Try to 
Include both channeling receivers and nanchanneling 
receivers, Dor't be too reliant upon spells or items, as one 
‘Specter’s Ward can ruin your whole plan. Don't be too 
reliant on stones, but make sure that your deck has a use 
for the stones you have And lastly, make sure that your 
Guardian is complementary to your deck. e 





Luke Peterschmidt is basically @ game-guru wannabe who stil 
‘can't beheve he's taken senously. He's alsa the drector of gam- 
Ing at FPG—s0 watch what you say! 


P PETERSCHMOT™ 
WHAT THE #5%e%é IS 





Player One's Realm 














layer Two's Realm 


The | Playing Field 


2 Yor Big Kuna, Take care ofthis Quy. 











2, Draw Pile; Oddly enough, the place where you. 
draw your ards from. 
3, Stronghold: Protection for your creatures and 





‘Guardian, Also where you can bring in new creatures. 
4, Disputed Land Space: The “no man’s land” spaces, 

between the two strongholds 
Nhere you put candsthat are, wel, cca 








The Card to Get 


Why is the Dragon Wing Lord so powerful? 
‘The Dragon Wing Lord has the largest area of effect 
attack of the game at five points, squashing small 
creature decks ltalso has the ability to fly and accept 
channeling, which allows a player the chance fe 
surprise Guardian kill sf their op} 
Stronghold space open and with 
nately, its bnbable by both Babes 2 














each. Unfortu 








missing page from 
center of magazine 


pg 63 


missing page from 
center of magazine 


Pg 64 


missing page from 
center of magazine 


Pg 65 


missing page from 
center of magazine 
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Step up to the plate! 
All'you have fo do fs send us your own personal 
baseball allstar feom using ony of the players 
found in Danruss’ Top of the Order game. Don't 
Know wha’s in the set? Well i's practically every- 
body playing the game faday, bot you might want 
fori open a few pncks just fo make sure, 

Send osyour fives, and if you're randomly selected, 
you could be sittin’ inthe frant row with these. 


Home Run Prizes 

Greand Prize (one inne: Ore reader 
will receive a package of-t2 tickets fo. a Major League 
‘game atthe park nearest them, a Frank Thamas ‘gufo- 
‘graphed bat fo¥ Aid arplere of lumber) anda com= 
let set (al 336 cards) of Dons Tp of the Ordercards. 








‘Second Prize (16 vinness):t 
other readers will each receive a Frank Thomas —auta- 

rophed offel American League baseball and o Top of 
the Order Dalix4 Dbble Deck Game St 











ITS A-GONE 
AND YOU CAN 
TELL THAT ONE 
GOODBYE! 





“Tog of the Order © War Looges Baseall > Dances Ine 
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Take Me Ont to 
ihe ballgame 
InNnest GOnteSt 


Centest Entry 


Deadline is Ma 


31, 1996 
TAME Mi OUT TH THE BALLGAME 
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The first annual look at the wild and the wacky in the 
World of collectible card QaMMeS oy srsous use svn 


WAS 
Wha: were they thinking? 

Whenever you go through 
your card collections looking 
for the ingredients to your next 
killer deck, you invariably 
stumble across the cards that 
make that thought run through 
your mind. Incomprehensible 
art. Vertigo-inducing text. 
Convoluted rulings. 

What the hell were these com- 
panies thinking? 

Then you have the other 
extreme. Those cards that make 
this whole roleplaying shtick 
worth the effort it takes to trans- 
late the Dead Sea scrolls thatsome 
rulebooks resemble. 

From the absurd to the awe- 
some, we proudly present the 1996 
InQuest Book of World Records... 


PRO 5: 


Magic: The Gathering 

Everyone aus whit a powetl catTme aut, but 
woud you bebeve us # wef you used to be even 
oan pert Sad apt dee cr 
tae, "Opponent ss nex tm." That's aght Al you 
had io do was ply he ard. you wen the gare on 
our opponent's next an Then someone sad “Wat 2 
tinue ot the wy ts sapped Wo ns 





cas text was rewrten exrerely fast 








oe 





Vampire: The Eternal Struggle 
Whew Forty characters in the card tte. i 
may be a pain to mention this card by ts full 
ame, but at least the artwork is cool. 


Best Two-Part 





fader kak eke he 





‘weren't ordinary hunk rock” 








Most Doubly Subliminal 


v 
Subliminals 


ado Poet nd cobra 





Muminati: New Warld Order 
Can you find the hidden print? No, not the 
two hidden Sex’, te other hidden message. 











1 taeget land ie basic mounesin, 
all Gablins gsin +40, Gobtin 
Shrine dose 1 damage to all 
Goblins it leaves play. 

Tes sera ong 

of nr” Noro the 


Jade Statue & Gablin Shrine 
‘Magic: The Gathering 

The out pnt ade Stave asthe gu, "Some ote other gy dared reo to.chit, tei 
‘Nom the Ways folow up cme year ater The Dark expan 

sets “"1 knew Tt weren't no ordinary pile of—you know.’ —Nonn the Wary." 


cy 





























The One Ring 
Middle-corth: The Wizords 
Getting out the Starship Enterprise 
‘eat ada but forthe tue aay fa, 
nothing beats bringing The One Ring 
tnt ly. Featunng the dering sb 
ofthe mast inet fantasy work of 
al me, ths car st plan cook 





Gops in Normal Spoce 
Stor Trek: 
The Next Generotion CCG 


| think | stepped on a Ferengi. 





ro Eoucst 











ae 
If ry NESS EE ACES THERES 


MORE BOOCIEINES 





On The Edge 
Butt an active Kerftan prevents 2 
Specter, Mascara Specter | Bulldoze inthe Amok’ lowest ran, 
and Talcurn Powder Spectr. can (voluntary crank to attack & 
. Low-Life? 


‘And don’t forget his buddies: Lip- 








‘Middle-corth: The Wizords 
With a whopping body of five and a 
mighty prowess of zero, Halburad’s best 
se sto throw hm infront of some rag- 
ing Nazgul. Oh, butts not forget has 
‘ever sell bonus aay to inuence the 
most worthless faction i the game. 
Lets face t—Halbarad sucks 


Explore Typhone Exponse 
Stor Trek: 

The Next Generotion CCG 
Note the impressive lack of dota 
the sulle sence of oly, the Ively 
interplay between nada and ich 








i — WAT ACE Yd HELA" 
PER? THERES MORE 
STUPE ON THE NEXT PGE! 


"Etre 


Ms |_ Super Model 
{Destroys sy Geanue who 
fom be ocd by Babee 
ERO ten OF 











Dwarven Demalition Team Super Madel 
Magic: The Gathering No comment Guardians 

They blow things up; figure it out Her depressed immune system, 

for yoursel. 


aggravated by seasonal allergies, 
results in a more receptive environ- 
ment for opportunistic infections. 
(What'd you think we meant?) 










Sensory Deprivation 
bs =) 












kee Cauldran Sensary Deprivation 
Army af the Dead Magic: The Gathering pire: The Eternal 

Middle-earth: The Wizards | The number ot rules questions Straggle 

tnordeeto pay tis sighlybeterthan- | about ths card that have appeared | Youhavea problem with our choice? 

verge faction, you aso med Aagom | iM this magazine speaks for ise. | Try magining yourself i this guy's 

I Patt of the Bead, Dusvarow-gna © | Combine that wth thefactthatyou | shoes and see how comfortable it 

\Vale of Erech That's 2 five-card combo need a magnifying glass to figure makes you feel . 

smth four ate ards for someting that | OUt what this card does and 01) ————— 

won't make a heck ofa ato efetence 


on the cutcame of the game 





















AUWLEND OF THE CINE, 
ae AUOLIES! 














Shadawfist's Shadowtist & Wyvern's Wyvern 
Let's see i we can get this through without the InQuest editors thinking it's a 
typo and editing it out What could be cooler than playing a 
Shawdowfist Shadowfist or a Wyvern Wyvern? 


Best Dressed Card 








Gilbert Duane 
Vampire: The Eternal Struggle 
Now here's a bloodsucker wath elas! 
The Beavs & Butt Head Tshirt and 
polka-dot pants serve a a rice comple: 
‘ment to avery menacing water gun, WB 


Alter 
Star Wars 
Nothing worse than an ex-Jedi and sec: 
‘ond banana of the entire evil Empire 
abusing the Force by playing "Tm 
‘rushing your head! 'm erushing yout 
head!" Bad, bad Dark Lord ofthe Sith. 








w Bdausst 
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AS UIILE nook 
an earance!!! 
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Wheeling 
| & Healing 


How to trade Magic & oth 


collectible trading cards 
¢ By Jeff Hannes 









The easest way to get speci cards 
Isto buy them, but stefing out cas for 
every sinle card you want can really 
add up in a hurry: Most people dont 
have the budget to bull ther collec: 
‘on that way But there's always the 
alteratve. rading 

Trading ts an integral part of the 
gare It not ool lets players interact 
with each other outsde of the game 
tse, but ithelps amprove your collec- 
fion, But trading Mogi: cards n't Hee 
swapping a dolar il forfour quarters 
There are alot of factors to consider 

if you're hoping to eam how tonp 
offi kes andl take advantage of your 
frends, you can stop reading night row. 
‘Magicsa game and, ahough t's easy 
‘lowe track of sometimes, games are 
supposed to befun So now let's take a 
Jok just how to wheel and deal your 
catlboard cuency, 


Stocking Up 
iefoe you go hunting for people to 
trade with, you should set ase al the 
cards that you're willng to part with 
year nt vling to ge up any of your 
‘ards, don't expect to get anything 
back, Sounds obwous enough, but a 
lot of people do ake the te tofig- 
ute out what they'l trade and what 
they want to hold onto. 

Let’s say you've got a Shivan 
Dragon and it's your favorite card 
There’ rethng you'd rade tforshort 
of 3 Mox oF sometung, 50 is esen- 
tually not tradable Do you want every 
enon you try to trade with asking you 
for your Shivan Dragon? Of course na. 
The ples soluton sto not show @ 
to them That's why you shoul be pre- 
pared with ast ade stock cards that 
You ae illg to give upto get cards 
tha you want even more 

The next obvious queston is what 
do you putin your trace stock? Before 
you do anything, you need to gure 
cut what's woth fading an what 
Rule number one: commans aren't 
worth jack, 

Altaf people ty to pawn of thes 
commons on other people beceuse 
they have lots of extras, The problem 
wth ths that everane as extra cor 
‘mon. Mostin pint cmon are ava 
able for under 10 cents, and anybody 
iho has the butget to play the game 
‘an afford to buy his own, 

ting comnon cards n your rade 
stock snot oly rdicdous,| 
to the peeson you 





wth, Ofcourse, the obvious exception 
‘oths rule's outof pant commons te 
‘Arabian Nights'Rukh Eggs andl Legends” 
Psychic Purges Cards that are no longer 
In paint are usvally mare dificutta get 
a hold of, and therefore have more 
‘wade value 

However, don’t think anyone 1s 
going to want your Basal Thrull 
because they're not making them any- 
more. Fallen Empires commons will 
never be hard to get a hold of, and 
even The Dark commons aren't teri= 
bly sought after. Just what do you 
‘expect someone to give up for your 
Goblin Caves? 

‘Okay, s0 you've eliminated com- 
‘mons. You should also know that most 
in-pnnt uncommons, even good anes 
like Dragon Whelp and Hypnotic 
Specter, aren't terribly sought after 
‘Most people are prmanly interested im 
trading for rae and out-of-print cards 

Stil, you've got room in your 
binder or trade box, t doesnt 
throw im your excess uncormens, You 
never know when someones ging to 
need another Huricane, and popular 





Image 
Everything 

‘Well, not really, but it certainly 
ses hut. Once you've set ase the 
cards you'rewiling to trade, helps to 
“organize them so that they're easier for 
peop to go through, Sorting by set 
andior color works, and you can fur 
ther sort he ars by ray you want 

"Next, you should put your cad in 
YC sheets na binder. t's cheap ane 
fective way of keping your cards sale 
while people check out what you've 
<0 your cards are usin stack,’ 
‘oo easy fo someone t sip one out 
when you're not looking Alin ll, 
puting your cardsin a ner a et 
terbet for everyone involved. 











Balancing 
the Scales 
‘Okay, $0 now you're set to 
trad, You've found someone to wade 
vwth—you've got something he wants 
and he’s gat smetung you wart. But 
how do you know fs fae trade? A 
good genera rules ards of qual a 





“Trading is an integral 
part of the game. It not 
only lets players interact 
with each other outside of 
the game itself, but it helps 
improve your collection.” 


tournament carts ike Spit Links and 
Stap Mines are always good trade batt. 

"Nowy the real question s what rare 
cards are you willing to give up? It 
you have @ ton of eards, you may'sm- 
ply have extras. Having fve Armaged- 
«dons wil probably never do you any 
9004, since by most people's rules 
you can only use fourina deck Haw- 
‘ever, odds are that you won't have 
‘more than four of many rares, so you 
need to decicle what can go and what 
should stay. 

IF you don't have too many cards, 
you might want to pick afew spect 
‘colors you wart to play For example, 
‘you might decide to start off by only 
playing green and red. That way you 
an concentrate on making one good 
deck. you decide to go with only wo 
oF three colors all the rare cards you 
pick up in the other colors make for 
casly tradable items. 





Ftyhave about equal value. An fe Age 
‘are ike Karplusan Forests worth about 
‘smuch as any other foe Age rare, he 
‘an Oath of Lm Dal, for example. Same 
goes for uncommons, but this usually 
‘only goes for cards that are sin pint 
‘Gearly an Antagurtis rare be the Argi- 
van Archaeologists notworth the same 
52 Fourth Fdtion Arwmate Wal. 

‘And just because two cards are 
fiom the sane set doesn't mean they're 
‘worth the same in trade value, A Jeste’s 
Cap s worth sgnificantty more than a 
'Necropatence, just lke a Mox s more 
<desrable than a Natural Selecton 

In these cases it’ often helpful to 
use the pice guide in the back of thes 
‘magaanne. You may not agree with the 
‘Gard prices, but they'e usually a good 
‘gauge of the comparable value of wo 
cards the above exampie, the Archae- 
‘logis is listed at $30 wile the An\- 
‘mate Wal only $3. So does that mean 





may 199) 75 





10 Animate Walls are worth about the 
same as an Archaeologist? Not quite. 

lust because the values add up the 
same on both sees doesn’t mean the 
trade ifr The Archaeologist isa tough 
card to find, so the person trading it 
might want a car that's equally tough 
to get mn exchange fort 

In the end, card values and rarity 
always take aback seat to how much you 
‘wont the card Hf you'e really interested 
in getting a hold of a good card tke a 
Royal Assassin, don’t worry if you have 
togve upa ite more than t's worth. 
you've gota lot of extra good cards, t 
might be worth giving up a few to get a 
«ad you've been looting for. More than 
anythog, a trade s good f both people 
are happy after the trade's been made 


with trading lots of ca 


That Wh: 


quette and consider 
Ing you fo trade with 








away 8 


and make far offers youl 


peor a 
Som 
suggest 


what the 


row wh 


{s worth 
KRACK, | get your ads ova, se” 


Pairing Down 
Sometimes you'll end up going 
through someone's suff and seing a 
lot of cards your miereted in. you're 
‘ven luce, bebe interested nis of 


market. 





Ws w your 


a stock market.” 


your stl. So what's the best way to 
make a deal involving lt of cards? 

‘One way to do ts both people 
agrees to use the price guide values 
forthe trade. just add up al the cards on 
both ses and then cut cards out unt 
the values even out 

‘Another good way sto have each 
ppason ty dom al the cards e wasn 
frontot hin nthe ade: he wants them. 
Then ty and pair up cates or sma ets 
of ards on each Seth are worth about 
the same to both people. Each me you 
make a par bath people agree on, set 
those cards asde na separate pile 

Keep doing ths until there ae no 
‘ars on one side oF you can't come 
Up any mare pars that both people 

Blourss 





actually worth 
‘Some final words: 


cone doesn't mean you 


‘wheeling and dealing, 
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agree on, Then give the person back the 
cards you dnt par up, and take: 

unpaved cards back as well, The 
trade isthe two stacks you and the other 
person set ase It may nat always work 
out so great, butit'sa good way to deal 





rds at once 


ole 


Morality _ 
Thing Again 
Despite what other people mht ry 
totell you, good tating sal about e- 
jn No one foc 


someone if You 


don't tke fim, and vice versa. if you're 
‘obnoxious to someone you're trying to 
de with, he can just get up and walk 


ut f you're nice 


find itrmuch easier to-eng 


uccessful trade, 
1e people would 
taking advantage 


of peopie who don’tknow 


ards are wor 


They'l say, "IF they don't 


hat ther cards ae 


Worth, they deserve to be 
‘ippesi oft" you buy that, 
than you're as naiveas the 
person who thinks a Mox 


five bucks Get: 


ting a good deal at some 
fone else's expenses never wot 
‘Magicisa card game, nota stock 





Does this mean you shouldn't make 


vor? OF course 





someone's wing to ave you 
2 Juzam Djinn for your Baron Sengi, 


“Magicis a card game, not 


you should tell them what their care is 


Hyou're about to 


make a trade and you don't fee! good 
about it, don’t make the trade! Just 
‘because you try and trade with some 


must rake a deal 


Tuing people down sa partof the pro- 
cess. Allin al, a trades worth tif you're 
happy with what your getting If you 
don’t goto twithacutoat, dog eat 
dog atitude, trading can be as much fun 
as playing. So stack up your extra cards, 
hunt down sore other players, and start 


2 


‘is igh cab 


Collecting 
Through 
Cyberspace 


‘ne ofthe bost la 


Infonet, 


{o et god dk todoy son he 
Hundreds of rosacions go by every dy onthe 
sor negro re gor rang codssnrktpoe misc 
onde. gmes rig cords markeiplce magic rads. Tho 
‘thing obou rong on hs rer is thot you con abst 
bys fin someons wing to maka adel 

Toto ore woys fog about ring over heel. The 
fists respontosomoane eas mesoge. Tho 
‘theca they want nd what hy want a youl you hove 
fn d seal hor wth on offer nd ioe it from here. 

Thoother way doit io pul up your ovm mesage sy 
{ng vhot you have ond what you wont, thn jot wait for 
poapl come to you. her way, you're key ta make a 
oa hat everyone's hoppy with. 

\Whan rds ore mde oe th Ho poop oy alte 
«avd to each tern hore plastic holders. The cards ore 
male ot sialtnsiey, ohare’ a erin amount of rst 
involie. Fortuny very eu popes athr pope fond 
fists mais rita, 

{you're not sre whether oo trust somton, ot 


to you 


of paople koe references of ater people they've ode wih 
Just ask for 0 reference, ond mast people will be happy to 
give you ane. someone asks you for @reference, ust exploin 


‘hat i's you ist time tring. Host people 
‘enough with that. 

Unlortunately if yau do ge ripped of, there's not much 
yoo ean de oboot Fader ow rol ou ypu sod a 
cheek troop the mol ond don't rive th goods you 
poi for, but snot thet simple whan you're toding, Aboot 
allyou con d is warn oes 


il be hoppy 


‘ne way to insur you dant get ripped offi ta insist 
in yor nal pas thet you resi cards before you sand 
them ou. Many people are wing ade this wn, and if 
‘hy know beforehand tht thon you want ode it 
shld! bo rab, 

(eral if you're witing othe th tne ond you hove 
cass the et if wel wih 

SiH 








l DEAR SHOW & CONVENTION ADVERTISERS, i 
‘Ourroadershaveboonbeogingusta created Shaws 6.Canvertions 


ions inQuest--andas demandrgasthey may be, westiltkets 
ivethom hot tey want. 


‘These gomefungry readers are sock refuge your events so et 
issend you aurick aur oae-our huddled masses Sex, by pacing 
your listing in InQuest each month, yout be reaching thousands of 
titra active gomerscasty endaHirdably And that's whot you want 


Totoke oavantoge of wher Us 
‘now sectan has ta afer, cantact 





We're looking forword to sésing you heve x00 
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CALTFORNTA 

‘EVERY WEDNESDAY, FRIDAY & WEEXERDS IM APRIL, CORONA. 

‘ai Event Callers Show, the Inlond Empee's langest runeing shor, Sowtnern Cal- 
‘fornso's newest and best locaton, 2180 Nevada Sirecl, Sue 190, take the 91 Frwy: 
‘ext south on Melinkey, tun right cn Somoson, rn right on Qupont, ond 1's onthe 
‘oma of Opon on Neral, fang he eewy, 10D mht fot es 2 $30, 
fea poke Me 5 0p S&S Ia Sp cad 
T2sotellie Ns, comics, Mag; toys figurines, Hot Whedls Sorting Lineup, sorisconds, 
ttespatnd ol ny nt choc AAG: GERM ORET HLS 
FRAY SUNNY Ce Ha dle 908571 -45] a ok 
Selon discounted monthly rotes, signings ond other spocal show events touraa- 
ol 


all 


APRIL, CORONA 

‘SANCTION SE-R0 HAGA TOURNEY/YPE ONLY, in ver 7180 Neve Ses, 
Sa 190, ppm 45mm rum Ls Angles, 8 del bias av 
bi, S25 amet erry fo, ery by re epofon aya ed on of 
eked 5195, ey ono ashe pps es pe 
‘3 300 ak ean pi 0c, ry om cash es gas. oon an 
deel Al Fx od Gres 903-781-2771 or 509.781.2772, 


JHE 21-23, SAN FRANCISCO 
hk ron Goes Pradhan presen aos 96, Cae il ete (oro 
and dren cl 800-622-085), pre rege or Hons before 5/15 
Iglesia $0 tc dy os Sen your nome es & akon # wih 
‘atk ormeney ade to Khao rin Games, PO Box. 170436, Son Fans, CA 
54017 Poets wo aed wh te padi ge 1/2 of he soul rats Af 
5/15, he ot day pass S30 Ainge dy pass S15 anisole i oor 
‘ony on the dy ofthe este al fr hw fies Manes, Mh Amrit 
carci dos of nso ad going a ond exc en 
ling ov 25 fret MAGIC TOURNAWENTS, ot 20 tar NON-AGHC TOUR, 
ITS, 24 hour open going, res dames wi recs, 0400059 ft exis 
hal spel sermesond pe es Ove 20 re ad moe l dee 
‘is dis a rom vod ag cxd pms Ales ck 
‘th he manufrs Gredly wh ates and urstors bel be games Spe 
il ussindds gs designers ond ass of dng card gs Or pc evens 
inde he Guest arte Gams of oan, wc eke long Ba 
‘our The ine ayy an ongoing sled ek our whet you ms 
fa, wos the suis i of Manas 95 eo lb bk nro his ear 
the"awnonsl oom wea ifrn es oon ouanent wl be odd 
ery fe hous Come wi you suits of crds—be repre oe “erase” 
kek of os. Thar ilo ba pois tenomen one 1S yer oto 
ey ond 10 coro org sas dock otra. Fort! comtodoian sy 
atthe Bootle! Hl Hoel ond poy» sec onl pice of ok S820 





cb ngpsnys 


sight pu tox Pay hisspcil ato up to 3 dys belnew3 dos oer Monash For 
‘mre nfreaton cba! Mancfes cl the Hone @ 415 985-5273 o chet et wt 
Wal he We se @ hip //eebsr n/n Ema nb sed 
nog sens on 


ILLINOIS 

‘Ril 14, BRIDGEVIEW 

CnicShow, Oremus Cnr, 7h & Ot, oe black ws of Honk, fol does 
totes vale for S25 (up tne one 0am), SI adnésen, arp Spel 
fexteindoes toy, Star Was Role Ply, AUGIC OVERPOWER RED ZOWES NORE, 
‘pen gos fam Sp, son 7 nde open ploy le). Coot the 
Bony © 708788 726 & 708-733 O03) 


NEW YORK 

ApiLZo, MEW YORK 

‘orf hen herd Ged sr ctr Tannen i ad ape 
Th Grin rena Toure Te ce wl be el et hee Ya 
et, Sea 2 Bh em ot (mes oe fe nein 
TD berg inl on he un ery Lng Beh, Con ay 35 oer 
STSL00 i ah od shlstp’ Ove 2 recat be run Brg! he 
fay ge eset, SS don ot he Mal -un el 
2 Nt onl 29 eu, fe, aw a 10 68 
Fern, of (212.62 128 Emo! lenge cn 


Mg pe pe fey oh Rend Crt 
pe preseats the Magic, ® Horthoast Regi vomprorships ot 
ew Yorker Hot, 9th te! & Sth Averne $5,000 m ASH prizes be avarded 
os well 05 11 “soi” into the Magic The Gotheriag” Matonol, Over 50 tournaments 
wile run troghot the weskend Hoge dealer's ra. S25 avone/S30 he 
door Me pre-rogstrfion unl Apr 12th Houta Ground, 291 7th Avene, 9th Floor, 
‘Mew York, NY 10001-6009. For more info, call (212) 633-1286 E-mail: 
yrangieCexpressways.com 


NORTHCAROLINA 
AY 10:12, CHARLOTTE 
Fas, Secon Arp Plaza core of 165 nd By 








‘Ra of Ages ‘96.0 Comme 
‘Grobom Py, 80 tables @ S150 cach, $15 odmision wn More Ist idem undot 
2am he, Fly. noo 8, Sotrday. 1am Bpm, Sandy. Tor dor Guess 
‘ld Je Onl (ayo Sir), eg gel engl), 
Aas Volo ond ae ed (Abra ats, Koy Thanos (orl Conis)ndson 
‘Guice Supermon, Y-Hen), Al Simmons (Spawn), Ooug Bradley (Pinhead) and Steve 
‘odson (Game Gsm) AAGIC THE GATHERING rss ade Ron Spence 
‘Menges ond Randy Gollegos. There's 0 costume cont adonce MAGIC THE 
GATHERIG TOURNAUET pz S100 CSW! Conn Rc of ass @ 
407-344-301 0 or 803-547-3995, hep //arew vnetnal/Roc of Ages/homepage hind 


PENNSYLVANIA 

APRIL 19-21, PITTSBURGH 

‘Tho 1996 Pitshurgh Comicon, Moavoevile Expornrt, Qe Mercere Nal off Rt 22, 
ae bos vse fo $350 per bac ah Vk $850 isn par dy 
or S20 admtsion for three doy pass, cal far times of shows Guests nude: STAN LEE, 
KEVIN CONRAO ond TONY DAS {Spawn Blond Feud), GIL MANE (Sliver Age Grect), 
AL SIMMONS ond the SPAM/IVMMOBILE, RICKY CARRARLERO (High Impact), FLEER (Over. 
‘power, WIZAROS OF THE COAST A Mog: Tourrcment enc day), McFARLARE TOYS, TOP 
‘COW PRODUCTIONS, ARO MANY MORE FREE autogrophs ond FREE parking Contact 
hal Gags © 8-467 4116/ B14 M6 416 re 1002 Gabe rr, 
‘Windber, PA 15963. 


TEXAS 

tat 3, HOUSTON 

fsa Canc ok en Son Sho, Hed nel, 2712 Seas re 
‘yo Kay, 75 ales @ 50 ext $4 admso, $1 of hs odision wi hs od 
ca phlecop,hilden under 12 fre wih ode, Vom Apm_ MAGIC and 
‘STAR WARS TOURNAMENT (ee exira}—HUMOREOS of QOLLARS IN PRIZES AND 
BARE ARS! Grea ao piesa ane of or $50 sopping sts ol esha! 
Fiero comics ort 150 pal dmsions. Conic uss be announced. al for 
tno infarction a ou FREE mo ows 7136678697. We con dso 
ba found on he NTERNET @ hip //n x n/p. Tonks WIZARD —oer 
1,000 peop tended cr Jnuary show 

















PETE VENTERS 


oO: you get to know Pete Vente, hs ficult to talk about 





him without bnaging up Syvester Stallone Vents and Sly, 

you see, have something in common. Stallone is a study 
‘action hero who goes through babes lke a hot knife through but 
tes, and Venters.. 

‘Oops: Wrong set of notes Heres Hoth Stalone and Ventershave 
very dtinctive voces But while Siys mumbling suggests that some 
‘of those head shots he took in “Rocky” might not have been stunts, 
Ventrs polsted Bish accent speaks ofthe 29 yeas he lved m Eng: 
and before moving to Seatten july 1995, 

‘The Portsmouth-born Venters began drawing atthe age of3 and 
‘as soon creating comics with characters he copied from tdevson 
‘shows By the me he was, Vetess was developing ong characters, 
as well asa plan for hs future. "When | real it was paste to do 
this as a cares," he says," knew what | wanted to be. Many of my 

frends troaghoutthe years have 
commented on my single- 
minded sense of direchon. 

Venters' frst professional 
‘work was a pairing with artst 
‘Mike Colins on a Judge Dredd 
‘project for the popular Brish 
anthology 2000 AD—another 
{inkto the mighty Ratan Staion, 
who stared nthe 1995 "Judge 
Dred fm, 

Vents did some inang for 
Marvel UK, followed by an adult 
howor cam forAtomdla/Heawy 
Metal called Swestmets, which 
‘an be sen the Bo Blood cok 
lection ‘rom Kitchen Sink Press. 
‘Then hada coupled oer fasge 
Dredd eps," ne als, “one of 
‘whieh was used to edaunch the 
Dredd magzzie mn te for the 
lish opening ofthe movie" 

{In the midst 0° his comic 
book work, Venters entered the 
{gaming world through Fustra- 
tons for West End Games. AS 












Names hie Vrts 
Births Movs 22 1965, 
Perso gon 
Cccupotian: lista od 
xtiy Conroe 
Base of Operatians: 
Saat, os 

Coreer Highlights: 
“Felsina oc of my one wok 
Wh ro ohn Soon cover Ae 


inj peo cmv where peo an artst he has contnbuted to 
skool opie mywek* Magic The Gathenng, Vampre: 
The EenalStugaleand Netrun- 


‘ner ustrabon, however, s not Venter’ only conttaution to the 
collectible card game industry. 

"have a job at Wizards ofthe Coast as part of the contnulty 
teary! he explains Together with Scott Hungerford, he builds the 
back stones forthe Magic sets and helps Aciarm with I's comic book 
slices of the Magic universe. Venters and Hungerford are curently 
building the mele for Domina and the map ofthe whole planet, 
Dominana The map, Ventersrotes,“leatures ll the realy portant 


we lwauest 








Stes ke Huron, Benata, Sharodi,Lanowar, Ones, Urbors, Boge 
ardan, and the continents Tensar, Coronder, an Sarpad, he 
Domains, and lots of tt you've never seen before.” 

-Alihough hes more than pleased with the opportunites he has 
been gwen through Wizards f the Coast an the CCG rusty m 
genera, Venters hopes to someday get back to what brought him 
to ilusration nthe fst place." Ike to return to comes to do 
some graphic novels" he says, “ter fullcoor or st penaing 
Ved ke to produce a sequel t Sweetmeus and a sdence-iton tre 
cay ve had planned for 10 years. OF course, ike tobe painting 
trading cards for mary years to come 100," 

Wel, heres hoping you keep your dy ob, Pee, since a Mogi 
expansion witout you art would be tke Rocky without Adrian. 













































Favorite work of your ownw 
From Homelands, Baron or Grandmother Sengir. From 
Allances, Wandering Mage or Omen of Fire [seen on the 
cover this month] 

The ane persan yau’d mast like ta meet. 
|Lwsh fd been a fly on the wall when Pl Harvey, Bjork and 
Ton Amos met. 

Favarite toy aso 








id and as an adolt... 
1 AS an adult, 





‘As aad, Gu, Joe, called Action Man in Brita 
Nerf weapons. 





Comics, cards, junk and occasionally dust. 
television shaw... 
"Babylon 5,” definitely the best sci program around, 
Lost goad book you read... 
War for the Oaks by Emma Bull [Berkley Pub, Group, 1987) 
My gilnend told me twas a great tale of pixies, 
Last goad mavie you sow... 
“Cy of Lost Children’ {2 1995 French fl aso known as 
“ta Cé des Enfants Perdus, the most astonishing and vison- 
ary picture''ve seen in ages 
Fovorite fantasy choractors. 
The Endless, from DC Comics’ Sandman. 














Reboot [on ABC]. It rocks! I'm amazed at how much drama 
they can pack nto a 30: 
People you'd most fi 
Comic artist Frank Miler. And my gitriend does know 
Sadan erator Nek Gaaman, 
Faverite musical parfarm 
Trent Reznor [of Inch Nails], this week. 
If yaw were an all-powerful wizard, what you 
waold da with yaur powers. 
id give everyone the abit to find anything they've lost. 














Wizard World™ is inQuest’s new America Online™ area. 
Designed with gamers in mind, it has tons of great stuff, inciuding 
contests, price guides, forums, and chat areas. There’s even a 
place to trade Magic: The Gathering™ cards. Want to check it out? 
Sign on to America Online and use the keyword “Wizard”. For 
free software and 10 free hours cali 800-754-4400. 















Card Stoek 


Tracking trends in the 
card game market 





E_Drogn Dic: Tha most 
popula gare on he plone? 


wo Waves 





‘Thaxe of yau who peruse the Magic por 
tion of the InQuest Price Guide on a requ: 
lar bas's are sure to have noticed that in 
recent months, the blue pnce-going-down 
bars have outnumbered the pink price 
‘going-up bars. That trend continues with 
‘this issue of InQuest 

Retailers across the country are acknowl 
edging that the market for single Magi 
cards has sftened. Rare cards selling for $5, 
10 $6 sx months ago now have asking prices 
fof $3 to $4. Prces for many uncommons 
hhave been slashed in half Rory Malone af 
Hansen's Hobbies in Wilmette I, adits, 
“We've lowered the prices on many of the 
rares, AS for commons and uncommons, 
there s nota lot of interest.” 

‘According ta Malone, certain Magic 
‘ards are holding their price guide values. 
"sold three Beta Black Lotus cards recently, 
‘each ln excess of $200, | easly sell cards 
lke Defecton, Jester’s Cap and Jestr’s Mask 
at price guide prices.” 

‘Malone happily adds, “Despite the fact 
‘that we've cut prices on most Magic cards, 
the dollar volume for single card sales in 
‘our store has not decreased. I's merely a 
situation where gamers are becoming more 
selective in what they buy, Last surimer a 
‘gamer might [have bought} three $4 cards, 
buthe’s naw saving up to buya $10 to $15 

So ft appears that many retailers are deal. 
Ing with customers wha have become more 
selective and more interested in getting 
‘quality than quantity out oftheir purchase. 

Scott Micheel isthe store manager of 
‘one of the two shops operated by Comic 
Warehouse in Alouquerque, NM. He agrees 
that the softening of the Magic market is for 
real. Michee! says, "Yes, we've lowered pce, 
plus two of our competitors mn the area 
recently held month-long hall-pnce sales" 

How much further will the market 
soften? "I see lots of room for further soft- 
ening, especially cards in the Revised and 
Fourth Editions. There seems to be a graw- 











HE MAGIC MARKET SOFTENS 


ing lack of buyer interest in cards that have 
been reprinted several times—we cal them 
the common rares. don't think Magic pices 
are ready to stabilize just yet ” 


Star Wars Still Streaking 

Has the Star Wars CCG cooled off? Not 
yet, a5 most retalers indicate that sales of 
Star Wars starters and boosters matched or 
exceeded that of Mazic Gung the month of 
February Jeremy George, who oversees CCG. 
sales at several of the seven Heroes & Fan: 
‘astes stores n the San Antonio, Texas area, 
reposts, “Star Wars's easily outseling Magic. 
‘Actually, Star Wars sles for the month of 
February were greater than in January.” 

Retaller reports indicate that the key Stor 
Wars character cards cantinue to sll the 
520 to $40 range Says Scott Micheal, "I 
the collectors, not the gamers, who drove 
the prices up on cards hike Vader. | don't 
expect the prices on the bigges to decrease 
any time soon.” 

While the Vader, Skywalker and Solo 
have hit a peicing calling, there has been 
‘upward movement with related cards such 
5 Devastator, Han’s Heavy Metat Blaster, 
Millenium Falcon and Vader's Lightsaber. 











Enter the Dragon Dice 

{I's not exactly a collectible card game, 
bout reader demiand has been large enough 
that values for the Dragon Dice collectible 
dice game can naw be found in the Inquest 
Price Guide. 

If you've never checked out TSR’s col 
lectible dice game, here's a brief synopsis: 
Players bulld a customized army of 18 dice 
and then battle for supremacy. As the dice 
are rolled, spells are cast, armies attack, 
oops retreat and counterattacks are 
launched. An average game takes ebout 20, 
‘minutes to play 

How popular is Dragon Dice? "Except 
for Magic 
carried,” Indicates Tim Martin of Comic 
‘Town in Reynaldsourg, Oho. "I can't even 











‘count how many times 've reordered and sold out.” Martin 
adds, “Every Sunday, we bold a Dragon Dice tournament in our 
store, All ofthe avallable table space s quickly taken.” 

‘On the horizon for Dragan Dice are two expansions Accord 
ing to company spokesperson Tom McLaughlin, Frewolkers ss 
‘due out in April, to be followed by Undead in June. Firewall- 
ers has been advertised as “the only collectible game with 
‘ver 150 different icon dice.” 


ft poo is man Top Sates, wil oe Oe 
eke es big ie gs 


Inthe Zone Again 
Donruss recently released Expansion Teams as followup 
toi Red Zonefootbal card game. The set consist of 98 cards, 
ofwhich 21 are rates, Reports indicate that a complete set can 
bbe easly made from one 36-count box 
of 12-card packs 
Red Zone: Expansion Teams contains 
13 cards each forthe newly formed Car- 
cna Panthers and Jacksonville Jaquas. 
‘so featured are three highly popular 
players who were not part of the intial 
feleas. Brett Favre, Deion Sanders and 
Emit Smith, You'l also find cards of 
rookies Kefana Carter, Joey Calloway, 
Rashaan Salaam and Kordel Stewart. 
‘According to Wil Chase of Wizard 
World in Nanuet, N.Y., the cards of 
Ene Metcalf, Deion Sanders and Kordell 
Stewart are like no others found in the 
cniginal Red Zone. “The Sanders card is 
powerful because it can be used on 
offense or defense,” notes Chase. 
“"Metcal can be used as a running back 
or a receiver Stewart isa three-way 
ployer: quarterback, receiver and runing back.” 
Chase also contends thatthe Bryce Paup card found in 
Expansion Teams is every bt as playable as Greg Loyd and 
that Bret Favre matches the leff George and Steve Young 
cards ries for Expansion Teams singles can be found in the 
Inquest Price Guide. 





















Top > Hottest CCGs 


1. Star Wars 
For the second consecutive month, Stor Wors displaces Magic 
‘Many retailers raportFobrucry soles surpossed those of Jonuory 


2. Magic: The Gathering 
eodersindcate tha the morke or sngle Mac cards hss 
ened, expel commons and uncommans, Ines in popuor ares 
emai bigh 
3, Star Trek: Alternate Universe 
‘mogine Scotty saying, “Caplin, {con't muster any more power. 
Tid places the highest can go this CG ogo!” 
4, Middle-earth: The Wizards 


‘Who's Buying This Product? 

(Over the past two months, the inQuest Price Guide has 
reflected a sizable increase in the values ofthe ultrarare cards 
found in Playott’s One-on-One Hackey Challenge, Many of the 
smaller retal shops in the U.S. are not carrying the game, asit- 
Latton resulting from a marketing strategy by Playa t promate 
the product in Canada and the major retail outlets n the U.S. 

Wayne Amott of Biuenase Cards in Pointe-Claire, Quebec, 
's doing a brsk business with the Playoff CCG. "We're seling 
the Gretzky, Lindros and Mano Lemieux ultrarare cards inthe 
$5100 to $200 range. That's in Canadian dollars, of course The 
Ultrarares are very tough to find, but when we have them, they 
‘move ast, We've been able to get §25 for 
the ultrarares picturing non-star players.” 

In London, Ontario, John Noble of 
Nobleman Sports Cards is experiencing 
similar success with One-on-One Hockey 
Challenge “I recently sold a Gretzky uitra- 
rare for $250. in my estimation, you'll 
heed to buy, on the average, 80 boxes 
to find that card, So | feel $250 isa fair 
pce." Noble is also seling the non-star 
tultrarares for $25 each, 

So how does One-on-One Hockey Chal- 
lenge play? “I can't realy answer that,” 
says Amott. "Neatly all of our customers. 
for that product are collectors, not gamers. 
Fe only aware of two or three individ 
als who have tried to lean the game” 

With the key ultrarare cards selling for 
$100 to $250, t's no wonder the game 
isattracting more collectors and investors. 
than gamers. By the way, the current Canadian monetary 
exchange rateis 35 percent Translated, that means the Cana 
ddan dolar is worth 65 cents in U.S funds.) cy 
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GUIDELINES 


WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT THE INQUEST PRICE GUIDE 
About the Price Guide 


The following collectible card game price guide contains the most 
accurate and up-to-the minute card prices avallable To make sure the values 
listed are as timely as possible, we're in constant contact with hundreds of 
etallers and fans throughout the country The price ranges listed reflect the 
current selling prices for Near Mint cards. The higher price represents the full 
retail price for an individual caed or a single tem. The lawer pnce 1s what one 
‘might expect to pay if purchasing from a fellow collector, ori buying more 
than one card There are many other factors that can cause a retailer to price 
2 card for less than the “high price,” which includes local competition, 
‘current saturation of the market, and just plan old supply and demand, 
(Ultimately, though, a card 1s worth whatever you are willing to pay for It, or 
what someone is wiling to pay you fort.) A value Rsted for a cardin a price 
guide does not definitively state what a card 's “worth.” 

















How to use the InQuest Magic Price Guide 

1s easy When a cand has changed vale see lst months bing, oe when a cc 
capenencing heavy sales wnat a pice change, hrs 2 shaded bar ths card has scr 
in ele, has a pane ba If has fale ey va, has a bide bar ff the cai sling 
taniy but has not ree olen value sce the at lating, a matked with aya bar 
"ths eximpl, the Darke Heaet of the Wood has rien sce las: month the Diabolic 
‘Machine has dropped in value sinc lst month, and the Electr Ea has ben sling Me 
wel whout expenencing any Muctuaton in ance, 

Color boxes tothe eto the card rame mark the 











color or group 
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How to use the InQuest CCG Price Guide 

In this example, Blood Wars is the nar of the game, TSR isthe rank. of he 
manufciee, ad Faetole and Factions i the fe of the expanson set In advent 
the pan tet, a green bars Usd to midcat a set thot being se forthe eat 
tome nthe price guide A yelow bar meas tha as hasbeen sly Eaded ws na 
fnce change As inctate that 2 price war nt avaliable ahs Ee 

Remember, color bars do not indice Whethes a cad val nee orf thesure We 
aunt na fortune tls 
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What you need te knew about the InQuest Magic Players Guide 


The InQuest Players Guide is meant to serve as an aid 
In playing collectible carci games. Every month, you'll 

find the most extensive card desctiptions avaiable for 4 
‘Magic. The Gathering, along with one othet » 
collectible card game in the Players Guide Spotlight 
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SWANS OM 


Rick Swan’s unique take on the world of gaming 





Sie babes! UPN Uf ile 


11985, things looked bleak. Ived in a town the se ofa pimple 
My bank account was stuck nthe angle digits had a prety secure 
jab asa newspaper editar, but ater a year, | was already sck of i 

And sily me, Iwanted to break into the game business, even 
though | wasn't exactly the world's est prospect had no con 
tacts, no experience and no knowlege of the industry other than 
what I'd read in magazines 

‘But what te heck. decided to que ta shot anyway, and here's 
\hat did. The dates are approxmmate. Names have been omitted to 
protect the klentites ofthe creeps who rejected me. 

This sa true story. 





Date: january 1985, 

‘Action: I spot a promising help wanted ad. TR, the home of 
Dungeons & Dragons, is seeking to fil staf postion. | send In my 
resume detaling my stint as an edtor, the handful of game reviews 
Vd wtten and my wilingness to do anything, lenclose aPolaroxd 
‘of me surrounded by stacks of games, grinning lke an ape 

Result: Nothing 





Date: February 1985. 

‘Action: Undeterred, | send my resume to some more compa- 
ries Fantasy Games Unlimited, EAS A, Mayfairand Hero. The let- 
ters are addressed to the "Personnel Department.” IJeave out the 
Polar. 

Result: Nothing. 


























Date: March 1985, 

Action: I decide that maybe Ym not reaching the nght people 
| place calls to Parker Brothers (the biggest game company Lean 
think of) and Gare Designers Workshop (the company nearest 
where Illve) and try ta find out whe does the hinng. After afew days 
‘of phone tag, finaly connect with rice people from bath compa: 
res. They invite me to forward my credentials | do. 


MAYBE THIS. 


WILL GET YOUR 


ATTENTION! 


Result: Nothing 


Date: May 1985. 

Action: | spend a month puting together an 18-page story out- 
tine for Col of Cthulhu, my favorte roleplaying game, The plot 
involves a race ofan seal killers who kedrap farm women for 
breeding experiments. send the manuscript to Chaos Ine, the 
Cthulhu publisher. 

Result: Three weeks late, | receve a eter thon a Chaostum 
Stlfer: He thanks me for my interest, poins out several weaknesses 
ry outing, suggests afew books mightead, and genty but rly 
informs me hat Chaosum f not ntrested in pursuing my idea. 





Date: july 1985 

‘Action: | spend another month wtting 2 propasal for role: 
playing supplement titted Saurapads and Space Onves, adaptable 
to any game, it's about a kingdom of elves who've leamed to 
domestcate dinosaurs and are tinkering with interstelia travel, 
Copies of the 49-page manuschpt are sent to Iron Crown Enter- 
prises, Palladium and Pacesetter Lt, 

Result: Nothing, 





Date: August 1985. 
Action: Time for another round of resumes ltarge the smaller 
companies: Bard, Ghmoire, Columbia, Gamelords, Task Force and 
ying Bufilo 
Result: Nothing. 


Date: November 1985 
Action: For three months, | work on an onginal board game 
called Stiches The premise Players are mad scents whie harvest 
body parts from cemeteries and medical schools, then create their 
‘own monsters, The monsters are tured loosen 2 clly to fight tothe 
death Whoever owns the surviving monster wins. | make game 
boards cards, tokensand rule books by hand and send copies to MA 
ton Bradley, the Avalon Hl Game Company and West End Games 
Result: Nothing, 


Date: January 1985. 

‘Action: Discouraged, fed up, lite off a letter to TSR, saying in 
Its entirety: Te Whom It May Concer: What do Ihave to do to 
vite for Dungeons & Dragons? 

Result: Two weeks pass. Out ofthe bie, | get a cal froma TSR. 
‘editor, offefing me the chance to work on a project for Onental 
Adventures, thelr new Dungeons & Dragons ine. 1am stunned. The 
‘editor proposes a general direction for the manuscript, a deadline 
and a fee. | agree to everything, He says Il receive a contract in 
2 few days, 

Aefore he hangs up, there's a question I'm dying to ask, 
“50 what did you think of my resume?” 
‘Along pause: “What resume?" 





cet ag of 














apitelekch <p> earth 


Selon D) RAGONS 


“Phen down he swooped straight through the arrow-storm, reckless.in his 


rage, taking no heed to turn his scaly sides towards fats foes, seeking only to set 


“their town ablaze.” 


‘The dragons Were created by the Black? 
Ehemy and brought to Middle-earth to defeat 
the Valar and, their children, the Free Peoples. 
Now, with Middle-earth: The Dragons’ you 
Can riddle Smayg like Bilbo the Hobbit, match 
wits with Agbursinar tojdiseover his drakish 
flaw, or steal a priceless artifact while Scatha 
lies sleeping. 
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=~ The Hobbit 


Miditle-earth: The Dragons!is the first 
expansion ste for Middle-earth: The Wicards*— 
ICE's collectible card game bayed on LRR. 
‘Tolkien's epic tales of The Hobbit and The Lord 
‘of ihe Rings. 180 new cards arriving late 
spring 1996! Sold only in 15-card booster 
packs ai MSRP $2.95, 
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Make way for Netrunner™, 
the hat new trading cord gome~- 


‘trom Wizords of the Coast, Ine.! 


Contending in a futuristic 
fechna-landscape; 
the Runner and the 
Corporation tace aft fa 
‘see who will ultimately 
‘controj caveted data. 


This is 
(Cyberpunk® territary. 
Gritty, unforgiving, 
‘winner-take-all, 


Unique game design ~ 
Includes: 


*two-deck stor pork |) 
‘= 15-cord booster pocks 
full-color rulebook if 
+ over 350 original images 


Don fal behinat 
Enter the ultimate contest Webrunner: The Hidden Agenda’ pe tefrsitoget |) 
Assume ne le ofa tee spied runner os you hack your oy trough omazs lod Yu Amies-edtion 
ie ff he den opendo Wotrunner codst 
Choteng yours un You cui win one of ver 130 prizes, ncn 0 opp computer 
eth oPonum 75 Wiz proces To el, og on fo Sendo Mech Groups NUKE Wed ste at 


‘ip: eww auk.com OR vist Wizards of he Coasts Web sis. of itp /Aaw, wrzns com, 
‘aio as Mos 18 vou Al 30 1898 


Ferns iroratnscel Wize ot Pa Coasts se 














